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AIDS seminar 
attracts over 400

by TAMARA 
DEBBIE

HAM ancd 
JOHNSON

On Wednesday,  J a n u a r y  
22 ,  1V92, more t han  400 
s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  and 
c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n s  were  
p r e s e n t  a t  an AIDS 
Seminar  h e l d  in Wayne 
Community C o l l e g e ' s  
No r t h  Campus L e c t u r e  
Hal 1 .

The p r og r am ,  p l a n n e d  
by Dr . EcJmond Hogan , 
c h a i r  of  t he  Human 
S e r v i c e s  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
f e a t u r e d  3 g u e s t  
s p e a k e r s :  Dr .  James  
A t k i n s ,  l o c a l  o n c o l o -  
gi s t  <spec Ia1  i s t  in 
c a n c e r ) ;  E l e a n o r  L ucus ,  
whose h us b a nd  d i e d  f rom 
AIDS; and M i c h a e l ,  an 
AIDS v i c t i m  (whose 
surname w i l l  n o t  be 
r e v e a l e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  
h i s  p r  i v a c y ) .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Dr .  
A t k i n s ,  Ulayne County  
h a s  50 c a s e s  of  fu1 1 
b1 own AI DS.

He d i s c u s s e d  t he  
ways t h a t  t he  human 
i mm u n o d e f i c i en c y  v i r u s  
<HIk^> e n t e r s  t he  body:  
by means  of  semen,  
vagi  na l  f l u i d ,  and 
bl o o d .

Dr .  A t k i n s  a l s o  
d i s c u s s e d  t he  3 s t a g e s  
t h e  v i r u s  g o e s  t h r ou g h  
a f t e r  t he  HH^ e n t e r s  
t h e  body :  a sy m p t o m a t i c  
HIV I n f e c t i o n ,  
s ymp t oma t i c  HI'v̂  
i n f e c t i o n ,  and AIDS.

In t he  a s y m p t o m a t i c  
s t a g e ,  p e o p l e  do n o t  
e x p e r i e n c e  symptcxns;  
t h e  o n l y  s i g n  of  
i n f e c t i o n  may be a 
p o s i t i v e  b l o o d  t e s t  f o r  
a n t i b o d i e s  t o  t he  
V i r u s .

U i t h  sy mp t oma t i c  HIV 
p e o p l e  b e g i n  t o  show 
m i l d  symptoms l i k e  
w e i g h t  l o s s ,  d i a r r h e a ,  
f e v e r ,  c ough ,  and n i g h t  
s w e a t s .

F u l 1 blown AIDS 
v i c t i m s  may e x h i b i t  a l l

of  t he  symptoms a l r e a d y  
s t a t e d  a s  we 11 a s  
K a p os i ' ' s  s a r c o m a ,  a 
r a r e  c a n c e r ,  and 
Pneumocys t  i s  c a r  i n i i ,
an uncommon lung  
i n f e c  t  i o n .

Dr .  A t k i n s  c i t e d  
p r e c a u t i o n s  p e o p l e  
s h o u l d  t a k e  t o  a v o i d  
t h i s  d e a d l y  d i s e a s e ;  
l i m i t  number of  s e x u a l  
p a r t n e r s ,  use  a condom, 
and  do no t  s h a r e  I'v' 
n e e d l e s  and s y r i n g e s .

E l e a n o r  L u ca s ,  t he  
s e c o n d  s p o k e s p e r s o n  a t  
t h e  s e m i n a r  and a 
f o r m e r  WCC s t u d e n t ,  
t o l d  a b o u t  t he  e f f e c t s  
upon he r  f a m i l y  and 
h e r s e l f  when she  l o s t  
h e r  h u s b a n d  t o  t he  
f a t a l  d i s e a s e .

Luc a s  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  l ove  and s u p p o r t  
t h a t  she  and h e r  f a m i l y  
r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  t he  
t ime of  h e r  h u s b a nd ' ' s  
d e a t h .

When she  was f i r s t  
t o l d  by h e r  husband  
t h a t  he had AIDS, she 
s a i d  she  and he r  
c h i l d r e n  took the  news 
v e r y  h a r d .

She s a i d  each  f a m i l y  
member h a s  t o  come t o  
t e r m s  w i t h  t he  i l l n e s s  
in h i s  or  h e r  own way.

LucQ.s s a i d  she was 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  f a m i l y  
and  f r i e n d s  who were  
h e l p f u l  and u n d e r s t a n d 
i ng  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t ime 
of  s i c k n e s s  and l o s s .

Mi c h a e l , t he  th  i r d  
g u e s t  t o  speak  a t  t he  
s e m i n a r ,  d i s c u s s e d  t he  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d 
i ng  h i s  d i a g n o s i s  w i t h  
AIDS in t he  m i d - 1 9 8 0 s .

He became aware  he 
had  t he  v i r u s  when he 
v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  p a r t i 
c i p a t e  in a  s t u d y  
f o c u s i n g  on homosexual  
m a l e s .

However ,  t he  d o c t o r  
who c o n d u c t e d  t he  s t u d y  
d i d  n o t  i n fo rm Michae l  
o f  h i s  i 11 n e s s  
immedi a t e l y .

Michae l  t o l d  t he  
a u d i e n c e  t h a t  t he  
d o c t o r  s a i d ,  “ I f  you 
e v e r  want  t o  know i f  
you have  AIDS,  J u s t  l e t  
me k n ow."
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The d o c t o r  l a t e r  
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  Michae l  
was  i n d e e d  HIM 
pos i  t  i v e .

Michae l  s a i d  t h a t  he 
was  n o t  t o t a l  1y 
s u r p r i s e d  t o  h e a r  he 
had  c o n t r a c t e d  t he  
t e r m i n a l  d i s e a s e .

In addi  t i o n , he 
d i s c u s s e d  t he  med i ca l  
e x p e n s e s  which  he h a s  
a c c u m u l a t e d ,  t he  
s u p p o r t  he r e c e i v e d  
f rom h i s  f a m i l y  and 
f r i e n d s ,  and t he  t o l l  
t h a t  t he  v i r u s  h a s  had 
on h i s  body .

Medi ca l  e x p e n s e s  
p l a y  a ma j o r  r o l e  in 
M i c h a e l ' s  l i f e  t hough 
he s a i d  h i s  i n s u r a n c e  
h a s  been a b i g  h e l p  
even i f  t he  i n s u r a n c e  
company i s  n o t  c o v e r i n g  
t h e  f u l l  amount  o f  
e x p e n s e s .

In add i t i o n , c o 
w o r k e r s  have  t ak e n  up 
c o l l e c t i o n s  f o r  h i s  
med i ca l  e x p e n s e s .

A f t e r  t he  s p e a k e r s '  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  t he  
a u d i e n c e  s u b m i t t e d  
q u e s t i o n s  on n o t e  
c a r d s .

Two of  t he  q u e s t i o n s  
a s k e d  w e r e ,  "Can you 
c a t c h  AIDS t h r ou g h  o r a l  
s e x ? " ,  and "Can you 
c a t c h  AIDS f rom g i v i n g  
b l o o d ? " .

Dr .  A t k i n s  r e s p o n d e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  have  been 
c a s e s  o f  t he  AIDS v i r u s  
b e i n g  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h  
o r a l  sex .

Dr .  A t k i n s  s a i d ,  
" C a t c h i n g  t he  v i r u s  
t h r o u g h  g i v i n g  b l o o d  i s  
v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e ,  
and  t h e r e  have been no 
such  c a s e s  f o u n d  h e r e  
in t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . "

WCC s t u d e n t s  who 
have q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  
t h e  d i s e a s e  can c a l l  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  AIDS 
H o t l i n e  t o l l - f r e e  a t  
t h e  R e s e a r c h  T r i a n g l e  
P a r k ,  1- 800-342- AI DS or  
l _ 8 0 0 - 3 4 4 - 7 4 3 2  
( S p a n i s h ) .  The h e a r i n g  
i m p a i r e d  s h o u l d  c a l l  1 -  
8 0 0 - 2 4 3 - 7 8 8 9 .


