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EDITORIAL
Has Eugene McCarthy deserted the students of America and 

gone over to the camp of right wingers? Or be tter still is he go
ing to play both sides of the issues — whichever is the most 
expedient to his own ambitions? The Senator from Minnesota 
deserted his liberalism when he failed to vote for Senator Edward 
Kennedy of Massachusetts for Senate Democratic Whip. His only 
reason for voting for Senator Russell Long of Louisiana, the in 
cum bent and avowed Southern conservative, was tha t he saw no 
reason not to. How can a dovish N orthern liberal be in such com
plete agreem ent with a hawkish Southern conservative?

To add insult to in jury  he has now resigned his position on 
the influential Senate Foreign Relations Committee whose chair
man, J. William Fullbright of Arkansas, is an ou)t-spoken dove on 
Vietnam. His only reason for this move was to reduce the num
ber of members from nineteen to fifteen, which was favored by 
Fullbright, in order to facilitate reaching a forum. But the  man 
who took his place is Senator Gale McGee of Wyoming — one of 
the Senate’s foremost hawks. How can McCarthy do th is without 
reneging on his moral commitment to end the w ar in Vietnam and 
his verbal commitment to utilize the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee to expound his views on the subject.

Now tha t both liberal political leaders who received the sup
port of many students and educators in the  past Democratic 
prim aries have been “shot down,” who can the youth of America 
who want peace and someone they can identify with, tu rn  to? Will 
they again place the ir support on an idealist whose will and com
mitm ent seemed so strong and unyielding? Or will they  stray 
even fu rthe r  to the left because they can’t find anyone they can 
truly trust?

For the sake of America, whose fu ture lies in her youth, I 
hope the re  will em erge from the political scene a leader the youth 
can tru ly  identify with and trust.

Get Your Applications in Now
Students who are  planning to 

complete their p rogram  here at 
Wilkes Community College du r
ing the spring or sum m er quart
e r , or a re  intending to tra n s 
fer to another college are ad
vised to get s tarted  now by get
ting your application filled out. 
Some of the la rg e r  colleges and 
un iversities like to have their 
applications early . If any students 
need information about a college, 
it would be wise to go by our 
Student Personnel Office and talk 
to Mr. Idol, M rs. Bassett, Mr. 
Austell, or Mr. Whittington. They 
will be glad to help by showing 
t h e  students the catalogs as 
they have one from all colleges 
in this state plus some other 
m ajor colleges and un iversities.

They also have Love joy’s College 
G u i l d  w h i c h  is an excel- 
le t b o o k  for s t u d e n t s  who 
have not made up their mind about 
a college. Students a re  welcome 
to use these books and may also 
check out the catalogs.

Comments 
Welcome

Any comments from the s tu 
dents or faculty on any le tte rs , 
a r tic le s , or other form s are 
welcome and will be printed. The 
“Cougar Cry* does re se rv e  the 
right to edit the contributions 
to conform to space and good 
taste .

Letter To The 
Editor

This le tte r  is being w ritten out 
of curiousity and to express the 
complaint of at student atW ilkes 
Community College. Upon check
ing at the Administration Build
ing, I have not been able to find 
adequate information concerning 
E as te r  holidays. What I have 
found is that E as te r  holidays are 
non-existent on t h e  school ca l
endar. That is  iny complaint— 
now for my curiosity .

Why does this school not have 
a printed, schoolwide cut policy 
concerning holidays. If there  are

to be no “legal* holidays, there 
will probably be a g rea t many 
student-proclaim ed holidays on 
the Friday before an the Monday 
after E aste r . Some colleges give 
a zero  on work for the day b e 
fore and after a holiday, if the 
student chooses to cut. Others 
simply count it as a double cut.

I feel that if we a re  not going 
to have any E aste r  holidays, and 
that seem s painfully obvious, that 
we should have printed inform a
tion concerning this school's po
lic ies  and/or penalties for holi
day cuts.

An Interested  Student

Announcements
The College Theatre will meet 

in the Methodist Fellowship Hall 
on Monday, January 27, at 8:30 
p.m . All students who are  in
te re s ted  in working in any area  
of d ram a are asked to attend. 
P lans for the next production 
will be discussed.

★ ★ ★
A film based on the play, “The 

Lower Depths" by Maxim Gorki, 
will be shown one night during 
the third week of January. A 
notice will be posted as to the 
tim e and place.

The setting of the play is 
R ussia  in the la te  nineteenth 
century. It is the natura listic 
sto ry  of poor Russian peasants 
a n d  degraded n o b l e s .  T h e  
ch a rac te rs  include a landlord and 
h is family, an alcoholic, a ca rd -  
sharp , a tram p, a locksmith, 
a thief, and a s tree t-w alker. The

sto ry  te lls  of the plight of th ree 
people, their passion, and their 
violence.

The m erit of the play lies in 
its  rea lism . These people exist 
as r e a l  people with rea l p ro 
blem s, loves, and hates.

The piay wao f irs t  presented 
at the Moscow A rt Theatre in 
1902. It was applauded as one 
of the th ea tre ’s most success 
ful productions.

Happy Medium
When a person is employed as 

a teacher, it means that he has 
completed a college education of 
h is  own and has been trained to 
teach. A teacher is a person with 
the responsibility  to teach young 
people, to help mold their p e r 
sonalities, to help shape the way 
they will think and act for many 
y ea rs  to come. This is an awe
some responsibility  and it is  a 
fu ll-tim e joy. However, no m atter 
how well a person is trained, no 
m atter where he is educated, and 
no m atter w h a t  sa lary  he r e c 
eives, he is not a teacher unless 
he is dedicated. He has to want 
to teach others and also have the 
des ire  to help o thers. However, 
his hands are  bound unless the 
“o thers’’ a re  willing to help them 
selves. This is  what this essay 
will try  to define: where the 
obligation of the teacher ends and 
the obligation of the student b e 
gins to best facilitate the p ro 
cess  of learning.

The f irs t  o b l i g a t i o n  of the 
teacher dates back to his own 
college days. He has the obliga
tion to learn  as much about his 
chosen field as he can so he 
will be better able to a s s is t  his 
future students. If he fails to do 
a good job of preparing for his 
teaching ca re e r ,  he will probably 
be either the type of teacher 
that cannot get anything ac ross  to 
h is  students and has to fail a l 
most everyone in his c lass , or the 
type that just “ scra tches the 
su rface” of the m ateria l and does 
no one any good at all, unless it 
would be the tem porary  good 
feeling the student has while his 
quality point average is a r tif ic -  
ally high. This feeling would 
have to be tem porary, however, 
because the effects of this poor 
teacher, that is poor in quality, 
would invariably cost the s tu 
dent at a la te r  date. So, these 
things, such as the fact that 
the teacher should be well ed
ucated in his field as an obliga
tion to his students, will now 
be considered understood. From  
th is  point on, we shall concern 
ourselves with the heart of the 
problem: that is, in the actual 
p rocess  of the teacher in terac t
ing with the student in a le a rn 
ing situation, what should be the 
obligations and expectations of 
each, and where should the line 
be drawn.

To begin with, both the student 
and the teacher have the right 
and, indeed, the obligation to 
constructively c ritic ize  each o t
her. The teacher, being the p ro 
fessional c o n s t r u c t i v e  c ritic , 
should rightfully do the m ajority 
of the criticizing . This would in
clude, of course, c r i t i c i z i n g
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