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Condoms
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Riley asserted that women can already
obtain some forms of contraception at the
healthcenter, and that therefore men should
also have that option with condoms.

Another discussion point pertained to
the condom-dispensing machines already
on campus.

Nickels argued that the “condom ma- *

chines are a very limited resource and are
extremely overpriced.” He pointed out
that the condoms cost only about 7.5 cents
each to produce, yet students are charged
50 cents per condom. Moreover, he said
thatevenif studentsdohave enough money,
they may not have the exact change neces-
sary to operate the machines.

Also, there are only lubricated condoms
available through the machines. Nickels
emphasized the need for “dry” condoms
on campus. According to the written ver-

sion of the request, which was circulated at

the mecung, the lubricated condoms are
“effective for HIV-prevention for vaginal
and anal intercourse [but] are of no use for
oral sex... itisunfairand dangerous for this
institution to offer only one type of protec-
tion. The dry condoms would also be
suitable for safe oral sex ona woman; they
can be cut vertically to create an effective
shield against HIV transmission.”

However, a siew of senators said that the
availability of free condoms may spell the
end altogether for the existing machines.
While the machines were installed at no
charge, the company that furnishes the
condoms receives a percentage of the
profits.- If the profits shrink greatly, the
company may withdraw the machines.
Further, the revenue from the machines
not used to compensate the company is
designated primarily for sex education
programs. By eliminating the machines,
Guilford would lose a source of revenue.
In the midst of the current fiscal crunch,
such a notion was not palatable to several
of those present. Studivant, for example,
urged the Senate not to act hastily.
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a compromise accepiable to all students.
Wayne Nash

Dissatisfaction with
Postal/Food Services

To the Editor:

[ am writing to express my discontent with
the postal and food services which are provided
for the students here on the Guilford campus.
The hours for both the campus post office and
The Underground are highly inconvenient.

As a student/athlete, [ am sometimes unable

to obtain my mail because of arigid schedule of

academics and athletics. During the week, I
have found ways around this problem, and to be
honest, I consider it a problem which simply
goes along with playing on a team. My main
grievance, however, lies in the fact that the post
office has absolutely NO hours on the week-
ends. Due to my rigid schedule, I find the
weekend the only time to conduct my domestic
and personal business. [ also juststopped by the
“pack-
If this is the package

mail room this Friday evening to find a
1ge slip”
expecting, it really puts me in a bind to have to
vait until Monday to pick it up.

The Underground is also not meetin

in my box. [am

g the
tudent’s needs on the weekend by being closed
rom 9p.m. Friday until Monday moming. Stu-
dents do not vanish on the wz2ekends and nei-
ther does their hunger. The weekend is their
time to relax, work and exercise and they are
treated as if they are a hindrance to the school.
There is no Saturday breakfast provided and, as
an athlete, games sometimes prevent me from
making the lunch and dinner meals. On away
game days we are usually allocated about two
or three packed sandwiches and other items
such as potato chips and brownies from the
cafeteria, but most often that is not enough.

Thenearestpostoffice is on West Market St.,

a distance too far to walk. There are several
nearby food services which students can go to,
but they are usually expensive. Why should the
students need to leave campus to obtain serv-
ices for which they have already paid a consid-
erable amount of money?

[t mainly comes down to the fact that the
purpose of a service is to structure it time
around the consumer, not the other way around.
[ am finding myself having to leave campus to
obtain certain needs which I feel my college
should be providing. To be honest, [ am finding
off-campus services to be so much more con-
venient and accessible that when it comes time
for me to make a decision on where [ might live
in the future, I might not choose on-campus
housing.

Nate Broehl

Reslife Will Strengthen
Community

To the Editor:

Last week’s Guilfordian contained an article
on the modified drug policy passed by Senate
In response to the changed policy a current RA
was quoted as saying,
RAs instead of writing up someone will call the

[ am afraid next year’s

cops, which is completely within their rights,
which will have some more severe effects than
the current or new policy.”

Although these sentiments may reflect the
views of some RAs, the residential life staff
intends
system, including the

to fully support the campus judicial
revised drug policy.
students are suspected of ~'miuimg the drug

policy, RAs and hall directors will be encour-
aged to follow standard procedures which in-
cludes confronting the situation and filing judi
cial changes when appropriate.

It is only under unusual circumstances that
police outside the campus will be called for
possible drug violations. [ trust this clarifica-
tion will reassure the campus that the residen-
tial life staff will work together with the campus
judicial system to strengthen our community.

Richard A. Ford
Associate Dean of Students/Director of
Residential Life & Orientation

“We Just started the condom machines
last ycar... T question implementing a new
program Lhal would undermine the current
effort,” Studivant said.

However, there were also a number of
senators who questioned the view that free
condoms would greatly hinder sales from
the machines.

Keir Tukey suggested that the free con-
doms would “complement” the machines
rather than take away from them.

Senate treasurer Gilbert Bailey pointed
outthat last semester he organized anevent
called “Safe Sex and Ice Cream” at Eng-
lish Hall where he is hall director. During
the program he passed out 150 free con-
doms. Yet, for that term English Hall led
all other residence halls in condom sales
both per capita and per volume, [n addi-
tion, Bailey said that even though several
hundred free condoms were distributed in
Founders Hall during National Condom
Week, condom sales for that period were
not abnormally low.

Financial considerations notwithstand-
ing, a few senators protested the funding
request out of principle.

“Senate should not be paying for the
health of our students,” said Laura Dublois.
“It should come out of the school’s general
budget.”

Nickelsresponded that Senate’s approval
of the funding “will send a message to the
administration.” Nickels,
some senators added that it 18 indeed Sen-
ate’s responsibility Lo cover

In defense of

the expense

lhroug,h its studentactivity budget because
sex is something in which the students
themselves choose to engage. This point
drew snickers from a few of those present
who murmured that they had not previ-
ously considered sex as something included
int their student activity fees.

One senator commented that the most
important issue was health, not money. It
was also suggested that a donations box
could be set up next to the basket of con-
doms to ensure that the project could at
least be “self-perpetuating.”

Betsy Green said she felt that the money
requested for the condoms should be spent
on AIDS education and “let people buy
what they want.”

However, in the written request, GLBA
claimed it was asking for the money on
behalf of the entire student body, not just
out of its own interests. It argued that the
“Senate has a responsibility to designate
funds responsibly, and according to the
interests and opinions of the constituents.
An allocation of funds for condoms will
create a safer environment for the students
at Guilford.”

Also in the document, GLBA stated
there were already 33,000 college students
nationwide who are reported to be HIV-
positive (the virus through which AIDS
may eventually be contracted) as well as
an estimated 10 to 15 unreported cases for
each one reported. The incurable discase
is spreading faster on college campuses

than anywhere else.
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