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A very special thanks to our return-
ing staff member, Josh Palmer, for
all his help on this issue.

To all of our readers, we invite you
to appear in this box by contributing

P.O. Box 17717
Guilford College,
Greensboro, NC 27410.

to the creation of The Guilfordian.

Rogers welcomes students

Charlotte Straney
Special to The Guilfordian

Qualities of intellect, human val-
ues, and the enjoyment of life —
these are the three main themes
Bill Rogers explored as he ad-
dressed all incoming students on
August 20 at the opening convo-
cation. This year, for the first time,
the convocation included not only
first-year students entering directly
out of high school and transfers,
but also new continuing education
students.

After welcoming the new mem-
bers of the Guilford community
and sharing with them a sense of
the college’s 156-year history,
Rogers highlighted some of the
intellectual and social values he
felt important to this place.

“First, we hope you will come
to enjoy the serious and fulfilling
qualities of the life of the mind.
Even beyond the specific content
of the courses and extracurricular
experiences at the college, we
know you will come to value the
excitement of ideas and to experi-
ence the skill in using ideas as we
address the pressing social, politi-
cal and economic problems as
leaders in an interdependent world.

Those qualities of mind include
critical and analytic thinking, the
capacity for constructive and cre-
ative integration of ideas and
meaningful solutions of problems,
and the development of conscience
in addressing the moral dilemmas
that we will face.

College is not just about ana-
lyzing ideas and taking arguments
apart but also constructing them.
It is also about building a life and
a world that is worthy of our fin-
est effort. It is not just the accu-
mulation of knowledge and the
skill in gathering appropriate in-
formation, but it is about using
knowledge in a wise way for the
well-being of humankind. Inert
ideas and facts are never enough
— what is called for is focused
discernment in the wise use of rich
and complex ideas, tested through

Bill Rogers

the thought and research disci-
plines of our various fields and
applied in ways that are both just
and productive.

“Guilford invites you to deepen
your understanding of values —
both personal and social. Values
are also undergirded by philo-
sophical and religious conviction
about the highest good. Some of
these value issues will be experi-
enced within the next days and
weeks of our life together. They are
directly related to our sense of
what is most important.

For instance, you undoubtedly
are valuing a new sense of free-
dom — freedom from family, from
past traditions, from dependence
on others who set priorities and
time tables for your life. But in cel-
ebrating freedom and indepen-
dence, it is important not to slip
into what psychologists call
"counterdependence” — simply
the unconsciously driven tendency
to do just the opposite of what we
may have been told was right or
good in the past in order to defi-
antly assert our freedom.

Freedom involves the sorting
and choosing in which we may
sometimes cast aside perspectives
that were shallow and inappropri-
ate but other times reaffirm in our
own terms the importance of
things that were held before us in
the past as worthy of our devotion.

This is a time of valuing thanks-
giving, of thanking parents and
friends and of saying goodbyes —
but also a time of valuing new
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friendships and new intimacy, of
saying hello and of discovering the
lifelong wonder of meaningful
friendships.

It is a time when we can enjoy
the values of patience in working
on details, sometimes simply slog-
ging through with the effort that
must be undertaken to achieve our
ends, and at the same time the
value of a readiness for greatness
—a readiness that sees the broad
vision of our human community
and human history and sees ways
in which our own part may be in-
spired by new ideas and new op-
portunity.

We will learn the value of re-
specting the integrity of our own
deepest identity as well as the
value of respecting others in the
integrity of their diversity, learn-
ing values from them that expand
our world. It will be a time of
knowing the value of self-fulfiil-
ment and, at the same time, the
value of a generosity of spirit
which reaches out to others with
compassion, kindness and genuine
caring.

“Third, I know that this will be
a place where you have fun.
Guilford is not marked by the hu-
morless intensity of some selective
colleges, but rather it is a place
where we balance hard work and
play, serious deliberation and sheer
exuberance. Guilford is a place we
know you will come o enjoy im-
mensely while at the same time
cherishing it as a center for learn-
ing in the development of lifelong
skills.




