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Remembering
Quaker roots

Susan Mers
Staff Writer

Guilford College was estab-
lished by the Religious Society of
Friends in 1837. There is little
doubt that the vast majority of
Guilford's student population is
well aware of Guilford’s history as
a Quaker school. But how much
do students know about the Reli-
gious Society of Friends and the
ideals the Quaker faith is based on?
It is important for Guilford stu-
dents to be knowlegeable about
Quakerism, because its religious
history is what makes Guilford dif-
ferent most of the other small,
private liberal arts colleges in the
country.

I am a Quaker, and one of the
main reasons I chose Guilford is
because it is a Quaker school. I
knew that if I went to Guilford I
would be able to get a quality edu-
cation in a nuturing and close com-
munity. The Quaker background
of Guilford influences more as-
pects of the school’s community

and philosphy than a lot of students
realize. It is imperative that stu-
dents be aware of the practices and
beliefs of the Religious Society of
Friends so that they may better un-
derstand the school.

In order to understand the phi-
losophy and community of Guil-
ford, it is vital to understand the
ideals of Quakerism. The Reli-
gious Society of Friends is based
on the values of social equality,
justice, education, peace and sim-
plicity. These ideals are firmly
rooted in Guilford and influence
the way the school operates. De-
cisions are made in student and
faculty organizations through con-
sensus, the decision-making pro-
cess essential to Quakers. The
solid relationship between student
and faculty and students them-
selves is a by-product of Quaker
emphasis on social equality. Many
professors at Guilford even begin
each class with a moment of si-
lence. Silence is the traditional
form of worship for Friends.

Also, as Quaker student Alex
Kem said, “It is important to un-

derstand the history of the school
in order to understand in what di-
rection the school is headed.” The
challenges Guilford may face in
future years can be more easily
tackled if students and faculty are
aware of the school’s past.
Guilford’s roots lie in Quakerism,
and we can seek insight in solving
problems by examining the
Quaker ideals on which the school
is founded.

Ideally, there should be a healthy
balance of initiative between stu-
dents and the school. Progress has
been made over the past few years
in raising awareness on campus
about Quakerism. Campus Min-
istries and Friends Center are ser-
vices on campus that provide in-
formation and programs on Quak-
erism. There is also a widely at-
tended Quaker Concerns group
that meets weekly on campus.
Guilford students should be more
aware and interested in Quaker-
ism, and the school should con-
tinue to provide outlets for this in-
terest.
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Corrections

In "Curatorial changes progress," the Quaker Tapestry will replace the Art Dept.
Faculty show, not the Native American exhibit.
» Sainte Genevieve Train Ferry will not be made into a post card.
» The picture printed with S. Scott Spagnola's column was of Tilman Freitag.
The Guilfordiai regrets these errors.

Jerry Godard, in "SOAN professor’s iife remembered," is the Associate Academic

.

Creative
Resistance

Naomi Blass
Staff Writer

Some people think that the need
for feminism ended with the be-
ginning of the Nineties, but this is

- not so. More appropriately, our

Mothers’ feminism has brought us
to where we are, and it is our turn
to pick up the journey of Women's
Liberation. Women of Generation
X, this column is for you.

But what is there left for us to
do? Be aware, the doing is in the
voicing. Know that now is not the
time to return to silence or pacifi-
cation. This reality was not sim-
ply handed over to men by a male

. god who created women almost as

an afterthought, but rather was cre-
ated for their purposes, and our
subsequent demise.

Be aware of womens’ history

Be aware. But for a few excep-
tions, our history has been obliter-
ated for centuries by men. |

Be aware that your body is your
own and does not belong; to the
government, your family, or to
your lover.

Be aware of your Latino, Afri-
can-American, Asian, Indian, and
Jewish sisters’ oppression.

Be aware that the most famous
painting by Peter Paul Rubens is
The Rape of the Sabine Women.

Be aware that there is a connec-
tion between the mutilation of
Mother Earth and the women who
inhabit her.

Be aware of the fairy tales you
were told as a child, and of those
you may tell your children.

Be aware and vocal. Be loud. Be
furious. Be bitchy. No one can
change your life but you.

that pre-dates the Christian era. Your Mother would be proud.
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I WQFS Top 35 bands |
I 1 The Breeders -4 ad ]
I 2Joan Osborne - Swimming Pool Blue |
I 3 Squatweiler -Huel Records i
I 4Bjork - Elektra i
: 5 Smashing Pumpkins -Virgin :
i 6 Dentists -Homestead i

7 Invisible Comp. -Invisible
: 8 Fudge Tunnel -Columbia :
| 9Jazzmataz -Chrysalis i
I 10 John Oswald -Avant [
i 11 Codeine -Sub Pop i
I' 12 Juliana Hatfield Three -Atlantic |
: ' 13 Chew Toy -Cashmink :
| 14 Flat Duo Jets -Sky

l | 15 Seersucker -Sky i
| i
1 16 Unrest -Teen Beat i
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I 19 The Jesus Lizard -Touch and Go i
I 20Slant6 -Dischord |
I 21 Superconductor -Boner Records H
I 22 Circus Lupus -Dischord !
: 23 Umar Bin Hassan -Axiom 8
) 24 Stars Kill Rock comp  -Kill Rock Stars :
: 25 D. Sylvian & R. Fripp -Virgin I
| 26 JPS Experience -Matador !
i 27 Lungfish -Dischord 1
i 28 Dillon Fence fammoth %
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32 Lights in a Fat City
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35 Pain Teens

34 New Radiant Storm Kings

31 Let’s Make the Weiner -Twin City Inti.

i
.Citv of Tribes i
-Homestead
-Trance Syndicate
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