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How They Began

The trad it ion  of the  May-Pole is 
a very old one i a  England. Some
times the pole was as high as the 
mast of a ship, and  each M ay morn
ing i t  was hung w ith  w reaths of 
flowers, and the village people 
danced around i t  all the day.

Frequently  a tree  was brought in 
and used from year to  y ear as a 
May-Pole. The P u ritan s  caused the 
May-Poles to be uprooted, bu t a f te r  
the Restoration period in  England 
they were re-erected and  M ay Day 
celebrations revived everywhere.

The custom of having a  Queen of 
the I f a y  seems to be a  relie o f the 
celebration by  the Homans of the 
goddess Flora, whom they  worship
per on M ay 1.

The English M ay Queen never 
joined in the revelries of her sub 
jects. Chosen because o f her beauty, 
she was seated amid a  bower of 
flowers and merely sa t in  p re tty  
s ta te  throughout the day.

a baby, and  though the Montagus 
liad made every effort to find the ir 
child they had been unsuccessful un
til he appeared as a poor, hard  w ork
ing li tt le  drudge. L ady  M ontagu 
was so overjoyed a t  finding the boy 
th a t  she im m ediately gave a  p arty  
for all the  li t t le  chimney-sweeps. 
Tliis p a r ty  eventually  became an  an 
nual affair, always held the first of 
May to celebrate the re tu rn  o f her 
son. A fte r  her death, i t  w as found 
th a t  she had le f t  a sum of money to 
the c ity  of London for the purpose 
of en terta in ing  the chimney-sweeps 
every year. Since th is  event was 
the ir one holiday of the entire year 
it  wa.s always spent in  merry-mak- 
ing. Even a f te r  the practice of us
ing chimney-sweeps was abolished 
in England, bands of pseudo-chim
ney-sweeps always appeared on May 
Day, and now the  trad ition  seems to 
be too well established to disregard 
in our “ M ay Day in Old E n g lan d .”
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(CO N TIN U ED  FR O M  PA G E  O N E)

St. George prances to center 
stage and yells:

Come forth , O dragon, enemy 
the  human ra c e !”

Dragon suddenly appears—village 
people back up in  te rro r—St. George 
charges—Dragon romps, snorts, etc. 
F inally, S t. George spears the d rag 
on. Then he ties a s tring  around the 
dragon and leads him off.

A t end of p lay village people shout 
Bravo! Bravo! E tc.

1st V illager: M ethinks we need
to  limber up a  bit. W hy d o n ’t  we 
all tr ip  a measure?

2nd Villager: Nay, my bones do
creak. L et the  young ones cut the 
capers today.

Jacque. I f  thou ca n s ’t  bear the 
sight of a simple shepherd, w ills ’t 
dance the morris w i ’ me, Celia t

Celia: T hy sheerpish look must be 
hid by thy  Sunday coat, Jacque, for 
I  see no shepherd now!

Colin: H ear! Hear! I  can make no 
p re t ty  speeches, Rosalind, bu t we 
can outstep yonder loving couple!

Isa  V illager: Then step out then  
and dance!

Four couples come forw ard and 
dance.

1st V illager: Well, i f  we c a n ’t  all 
dance, we can all sing, I  trow —■ 
There are no rus ty  jo in ts  in  my 
voice!

2nd V illager: A rt thou sure! M e
th inks I ’ve heard a  crack or two 
oftimes!

1st V illager: A pox on thee!
S trike up a  tune, Robin!

They all sing “ Lass of Richmond 
H ill .”
a$w :Iop t —ialo ! shrdlu ETAO 
How happy will the shepherd be 
Who calls th is nymph his own!
Oh, m ay her choice be fixed on me! 
M ine ’s fixed on her alone.

. I
When they  have finished the chim

ney sweeps come in  and dance. 
W hen they are through they  mingle 
w itli the  crowd and  caper around!

3rd V illager; Alas, my Sunday 
sk ir t  will need a  deal o f soap— when 
the sweeps have sw ept by!

2nd V illager: Patience! ’T is the ir 
one holiday of the year!

Chimney sweeps stop in fro n t of 
village queen.

1st Chimney Sweep: W ake me
early. M other dear, for I ’m to be

The two queer looking characters 
you have observed among the village 
people, are  trad itional M ay D ay fig
ures, Hobby-Horse and Jack-in-the- 
Greeu. T hey were always to be seen 
in the crowds o f people who went 
out from any  English village ‘ ‘ to 
bring in the M ay .”  Jaek-in-the- 
Green is sometimes represented  as a 
chimney-syeep who wore a  cone 
shaped frame on his head stuck  full 
of green boughs and bushes. Dr. 
Owen P ugh  says th a t  Jack-in-the- 
Green represents Melvas, K ing  of 
Somersetative who was found hiding 
in the bushes in  ambush for Queen 
Quenever, the  w ife of K ing A rthur 
as she re turned from hunting , w hat
ever the ir  origin the  Hobby-horse and 
Jack-in-the-green are im portan t to 
any typical M ay Day Celebration.

Chimney-Sweeps

The appearance of chimney-sweeps 
among every M ay D ay celebration 
in Old Enyland  seems to be a  long 
established custom. Tradition  says 
th a t  one fine M ay morning a litt le  
band of Chimney-sweeps were sent 
out to clean chimneys. One litt le  
fellow was lost among an in trica te  
net-work of flues, and a t  last found 
himself in a s trange bedroom. Very 
badly frightened, he s ta r ted  to run  
aw ay when he noticed a  lovely lady 
sitt ing  a t  the opposite end of the 
room. A ttrac ted  for some unaccount
able reason by the sweet face of the 
lady, th e  grimy litt le  chimney-sweep 
crept closer and closer u n ti l  he was 
Able to w atch  her in tently . All a t  
once, he recognized her as someone 
he had known and suddenly he rea l
ized she was his mother! A nd i t  ac 
tually  turned out the the litt le  chim
ney-sweep was none other than  the 
son of Lady Montagu, whose chim
neys he was cleaning th a t  M ay morn
ing. He had been kidnapped when

Strolling bands o f Mummers were 
common all over E ngland  several 
centuries ago. Especially on feast 
days and holidays were they  in de
mand. On May Day i t  was trodition- 
al for Mummers to present a  play 
for the  village people. One of the 
fav'orite of all plays g iven on May 
D ay seems to have been the story  of 
St. George and  The Dragon. We 
have included th is  historic legend in 
our pageant, but have seen f i t  to 
present themore delightful version 
of the story as portrayed  in K enneth  
G raham e’s, “ The S tory of the “ Re
luc tan t D ragon .”

“ And th e n ,”  said the m an on the 
witness stand, “ my wife h it  me w ith 
an oak le a f .”

“ Well, th a t  couldn’t  do much dam
ag e ,”  rem arked the judge.

“ Oh, yes, i t  did, your honor! I t  
was from the center of our dining 
room ta b le .”

Queen of the May!
1st V illager: Thou m ean ’st wake 

me early  tomorrow—for thou to 
clean out my flues!

Chimney Sweeps:
Tom orrow ’s another day! 
Today is the first of May! 
Today we are free  to play!

They scamper off.
1st V illager: W ho’s to  dance the 

M ay Pole today?
2nd Villager: I  know not, b u t the 

young ones have set i t  up  in  read i
ness. ’Tis sure we cannot leave ’til 
the  pole is wound r igh t properly!

1st Villager: Aye, and w ith  proper 
mistakes, too, I ’ll vow!

3rd Villager: Nay, the lassies 
have been p laying w ith  the stream 
ers since the  Ides of March! T h ey ’ll 
make no false turn.

1st V illager: Look here, they
come!

Girls come in  from the hill, and 
dance. When they  have finished the 
crowd begins the “ M ay Day Carol.”

The Queen and court leave, then 
the  village people lead out the ir 
Queen, singing as they  wind up  the 
hill. W hen they have all reached the 
top, they  stop and sing while the 
crowd leaves.

VISIT THE IDEAL FOR 

THE SMARTEST NEW 

SUMMER APPAREL

ALL AT REASONABLE 

PRICES

The Ideal

Soda Specials 
Sandwiches

Exclusive But Not Expensive 
Next To Carolina Theatre

M orris S erv ice '

W e Appreciate Your 
Patronag'e

T H E  G R E A T

A tlan tic  & Pacific
T E A  C OM PANY

EAT AT THE 
CAVAUER  

CAFETERIA
West Fourth Street

Hero You -Can Always Find 
The Newest Creations 

In Footwear 
SHOE STYLES! OF 

THE SOUTH

P O L L O C K ’S

MONTALDO*S
“ IMPORTERS”

VSTCNSTON-SAIJIM, N . C.

Smart Women’s Wear

“ S e rv in g  Y ou  Is  a  Pleasure**

COHEN’S

PUBLICITY
COMMITTEE

Stephanie Newman, of Winston- 
Salem has had the difficult job  of 
m aking friends of Salem College 
“ May-Day conscious”  th is year. 
She has been helped by  M ary Math- 
ew.s, also of Winston-Saiem, and  w ith 
the CO operation of Miss M arjorie 
Knox, has succeeded in keeping the 
newspapers supplied w ith  pictures 
and articles about the various func
tions of the M ay Day Committee.

Individual

Ready-to-Wear

For Young Things

m robinco:

Saturday, May 4, 1935. 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

We hope you like our using the 
“ S a lem ite”  fo r jtrograms. We 
thought we could tell you lots of 
th ings about the pageant th a t  you 
w ouldn’t  know were we to use sm al
ler folders w ith  ju s t  the cast of 
characters p rin ted  therein! Emma 
D. W argo of Trenton, New Jersey  
E lizabeth  Torrence, o f Gastonia; 
Ada Pfohl of W inston-Salem; and 
the Salemite Staff have co-operated 
to make this possible.

H IS  FU N N IE S T  . . . .
A nd  There*s N o th in g  F u n n ie r

WILL

R O G E R S
IN

**L1FE BEGINS 
AT 4 0 ”

W IT H  
R O C H E L L E  H U D SO N  

R IC H A R D  C R O M W E L L  
S L IM  SU M M E R V IL L E

e n t i r e  w e e k  ST A R T IN G  M AY 6

SAVE Time and Mogey and Eliminate DRUDGERY
•  ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES
•  WITH MODERN

TOASTERS IRONS KELVDTATORS
RANGES PERCOLATORS
BOTTLE WARMERS CORN POPPERS
COFFEE MAKERS HAIR DRYERS
INDIRECT LAMPS MIXMASTERS
HEATING PADS VIOLET RAYS
HOTPLATES WAFFLE IRONS

CLEANERS 
SUN LAMPS 
KETTLES 
EGG SETS 
COOKERS 
CHURNS
REFLECTOR HEATERS WATER HEATERS

SOUTHERN PUBLIC UTILITIES COMPANY
PHONE 7151

Announcing As a Jleniber of Our Staff

Lambertio^Hair S t y l i s t  of New York
Expert in Hair Trimming, Permanents, Individual 

Coiffeurs, W aves and Jlarcels
W e a r e  c o n fid e n t t h a t  Mr. L a m b e r t i .  w ith  h is  b a c k g r o u n d  of N ew  Y ork  
experience , will s a t i s f y  th e  d e m a n d s  of W in s to n -S a le m 's  d is c r im in a t in g  
r e a T o n ib l e ' t r i c e s '  ® in d iv id u a l b e a u ty  c u l tu re  a lo n g  w ith

P E R M A N E N T S  S.OO— 12.S0 (R E D U C E D  R A TES F O R  SC H O O L T E A C H F R S  
AND O T H E R  P R O F E S S IO N A L S ) T E A C H E R S

R ed u ced  P r ic e s  o n  All M o n d ay s  a n d  T u e s d a y s  
In q u ire  C o n ce rn in g  O u r  S pec ia l  S u b s c r ip t io n  T ic k e ts

Junior League Beauty Shop
R O B E R T  E . L E E  H O T E L  -?E L E P H O N E  8 « 0

“MAY DAY”
Salem College, A Great 

Institution For 
Greater Womanhood

The Anchor Co.
Shopping C enter For Salem  S tuden ts

For quality has been their buyword for a 

good many years, and its one they won’t re

linquish without a struggle. Their faith in 

Quality Merchandise and Quality in every 

detail of production, is justified by the con

fidence of their patrons. They wouldn’t run 

the risk of losing it for the sake of any tem

porary profit. You can count on them', and 

on their Merchadise of Quality.


