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WHEN I WAS A CHILD, I SPAKE 
AS A CHILD (AND I STILL DO)

When Billy Bob, a small tot of nine, want
ed a “ grown-up” bicycle his daddy dogmati
cally rpfnsed him one. Undaunted, the child 
quizzed, “ Why?” Pop then led the boy to 
the ba-ck yard where both gazed upon a wreck
ed, rusty, weather-beaten side-walk bike. Said 
daddy, gravely, “ Son, you haven’t proved you 
could care for a small one. Do you think it 
fair for me to buy another?”

A fine tale . . . But, Salem ladies, are we 
not comparable to a nine year old son? When 
we look at the black spots in chairs, the tid' 
bit like holes in the rug; when we come face 
to face (yes, usually after breakfast) with the 
smouldering butt-filled cups sprinkled lavishly 
over the campus living room, aren’t we re
minded of a student body of infants?

Surely if we aren’t capable of a neat, 
well-kept smokehouse, we aren’t brazen enough 
to request more smoking privileges? Is this 
room not adequate until we of Salem cease 
to behave in it like the squalor of the streets? 
. . .  I believe, Salem; ladies, it is.

—K. M.

THERE’S MONEY—THERE’S FUN

Wouldn’t you honestly like to have books 
of your own? More than that, wouldn’t you 
like to win some of them? You can if you 
want to bad enough. Now that Christmas is 
just around the corner, how about that list 
that goes home with suggestions! Include some 
books on it; and who knows, come next May 
you may be the proud possessor of the best 
self-library at Salem—and that’s something to 
be proud of.

You see it all started two years ago when 
the Salem College Library began trying to in
terest girls in books. The best way they knew 
to do it was to sponsor a •contest for the girls 
with the best libraries of their own. It proved 
so successful that they have continued the tra
dition. The lucky ones of last year w ere: first 
prize—Lelia Johnston; second prize—Doris 
Shore—this was, open for Juniors and Seniors. 
The first prize for the Freshmen and Sopho
mores went to Lucille Newman, and the second 
prize to Katie Wolff.

Now if you are a Junior- or a Senior all 
you have to do is make out a list of books that 
you own which you think would make a win
ning library. If^s as simple as that. Later you 
will be called upon to bring your books to 
the library to compete for that $15 or $25 
prize.

If, however, you are a Freshman or Soph
omore and your mind is not quite clear as to 
the type library that you would like to own, 
begin thinking and making out a list of 
“ would haves.” It doesn’t take long before 
you have a list that, with an occasional bit of 
shifting—may be capable of winning $5 or $10 
prize.

Perhaps you think that I ’m being too opti
mistic—I ’m: really not—for some one must win 
— why not you?

—L. N.

9 9t 'UJa4j>...
W ell, here  we a re  on th is  la s t  lap of 1942 . . . i t ’s been p re t ty  

hectic  since la s t  C hristm as vaca tion , h a sn ’t  i t?  W e’ve seen g ir ls  m a tu re  

into w om en . . . w e’ve seen Salem  slowly t ran s ce n d  tra d i t io n  and  get 

in th e  sw ing  o f  t ry in g  to  do he r  p a r t  to w a rd  th e  w a r  effort . . .  we ’ve 

seen boys w'e used to  p a r ty  w'ith go off to  E n g la n d  an d  A u s tra lia  and  

A frica  . . . w e’ve seen , ourselves g rad u ally  come to  th e  rea liza tio n  of 

ivhat a  b ig  job  is expec ted  of us. B u t d e sp ite  i t  all, w e’ve been able 
to h a n g  f a i r ly  closely to  our “ old ^vay o f l i f e . ”

P a r t  o f  th e  old o rde r  w as the  I . B. S. dance S a tu rd ay  n igh t 

an d  a ll  wo can  say( abou t i t  is th a t  i t  w as positivelyi f ilthy o u t;  an d  th a t  

we p re sen t th e  o rch ids of the  w eek to  P eg g y  M cL elland. In  h e r  usua l 

eager generos ity ,  she p layed  S an ta  C laus . . . w ea rin g  w hite  beards, 

ca lling  ou t no -breaks, a n d  add ing  g en era l  jo y  to  th e  whole occasion. 

B u t do you kn o w  how  she happened  to  fa l l  h e ir  to  th e  ta sk ?  She h ad  

asked  M rs. B ea l to  le t  her go down an d  w a tch  th e  decora ting  , . . she 

h a d  w a tch e d  the; I .  E . S. b ig  dogs s t a r t  to  stufE th e  S a n ta  . . .  she had  

begged  to  t r y  th e  s u i t  on before  stuffing  to o k  place . . . she h ad  f itted  

in to  sa id  costum e . . . a n d  she had  vo lu n tee red  fo r  the  job. T h an k  you 
fo r  ju s t  th e  r ig h t  touch , Peggy .

I t ’s a  ra re  d ay  w hen we ven tu re  as f a r  a w ay  as the  th ea tre s ,  b u t 
we re so r ted  to  “ T ales of M a n h a t ta n ”  la s t  w eek . . . and  m ig h ty  g lad  

we did. W o find ourselves bound and possessed to  s ta te  th a t  we en joyed  

it  more th a n  an y  m ovie since ' ‘ C itizen K a n e  ” . . .  excep t fo r  B e tte  D avis ’ 

la te st .  I t  w as a r t i s t ic  a n d  b eau tifu lly  done . . . b u t  we c a n ’t  f o r  th e  

life of us u n d e rs tan d  how  a n y  o f  you college women could have  been 

among those  who laughed  w ith  thel screen audience a t  Charles L augh ton! 
Please say  you were c ry ing , too.

T hen th e re  was “ R em em ber P ea r l  H a rb o r” day. P ro m p tly  a t  noon, 

the  bell gonged  out fo r  all o f us to  d rop  our w ork  and  observe  some

th ing  or an o th e r  in  silence. P ro m p tly  a t  th e  ring ing  of th e  bell, we 

packed up our books and  used  th a t  as an  excuse to  d e p a r t  fro m  class. 

A nd  p ro m p tly  a t  noon, we spied  in  th e  halls  one Casserole . . . looking 

rig id  as an  E g y p tia n  m um m y . . . eyes closed, h ead  lifted,, a n d  expression 

u ltra-so lem n . . . rem em bering  P ea r l  H a rb o r , she said! So we reg re t 

t h a t  we’re face tious . . . bu t, honestly , can  anyone exp la in  w h a t  silent 
observances do fo r  a  th in g ?

Ĵ e Qohi-
E n  ju in  1942, deux ans ap res  la  cai>itulation de B ordeaux, la  s i tu a 

t io n  de la  F ran ce  e ta i t  c laire. Grace au genera l de Gaulle, la  F rance  

h o n o ra it  tou jou rs  la  paro le  donnee £l la G rande-B retagne. Grace aux  

F ran c is  C om battan ts ,  la  F ran ce , d o n t ils reprfisen ta ien t la personne morale 

e t 1’e sp r it  de sacrifice, e ta i t  re s tee  dans la  g uerre  aux  cotes des A l

lies. Gace a, de Gaulle, d ’im p o rtan te s  p a r t ie s  de I’empirc colonial fran - 

gais— A frique  equatoriele , E tam lissem en ts  du Pacifique et de I’Inde ,—  
re s ta ie n t  dans la  g uerre  e t offraien t aux  Allies des com m unications a6r- 

iennes rap ides  e t  suiires. Les 8/ e t  0 decem bre 1941, des le lendem ain  de 

P e a r l  H arb o r, la  F ra n c e  C o m b attan te  sc d ec la ra it  I’alli^e des E ta ts -U n is  

e t  en e ta t  de g u e rre  avec le Jap o n . G race  a  de Gaulle, don t la  vie  ne 

com porte aucune enigme, le d rap eau  trico lore  n ’a  cesse de flo tter fi9re- 

m en t e t  g lo rieusem en t sur te r re  e t  su r m er, p a r to u t  ofi I’on se b a t.  Grace 

3. I’exam ple e t  a u x  exploits des vo lon ta ires  a  la  croix de L o rra in e , la 

resistance  de peuple  franqais  ^  1 ’oppression nazi-vichyssoise s’est trouvee  
galvanisee, u n if r ie e , orientfee. L es tro is  p r in c ip au x  groupes c landestin s  
de resis tance  “ C o m b at,”  “ P ran c -T ireu r ,”  “ L ib e ra tio n ” reconnaissen t 

le genera l de Gaulle commee lour chef  e t  le Comite N a tio n a l de la 
F rance  ‘C o m b attan te  qu’il a  6 tab li  a  Londres, comme le seul gounernem ent 

fran ^a is  d o n t ils accep ten t le  program m e, la  d irec tion  e t  1’au to r i te .  Des 

^m issaires de ees groupes, echappes de F ran ce  e t  venus a  Londres con- 

fferer avec  le Comit6 N a tio n a l,  on t appres au  m onde que les d is t in c t 

ions po litiques d ’av an t-g u erre  n ’on t p lus aucune va leu r: on est, en 

F rance, p o u r la v ic to ire  des Allies, done “ pour de G ualle ,” ou con tre  

les A llies, done “ con tre  de G aulle ,”  C’est tr6 s  n e t.  Or les A m ^ricains 

sav en t b ien  q u ’au moins 90%  des F ran g a is  son t pour les Allies. E n  

fcons^quence de ce f a i t  in d ln ia b le ,  la  p lu p a r t  des N ations-U nies recon 

n a is sen t p o u t  unique gouvernem en t f ra n ^ a is  le Comite N a tio n a l de la  

F ra n c e  C o m b attan te  que p reside  le g en era l  de Gaulle, e t ce dern ier comme 

I’unique c h e f  du gounernem ent fran ^ a is .  P o u r  to u te s  I’Europe, d6s ju in  

1942, la  s i tu a t io n  g ta it  dons n e tte .  I I  e s t  d6s lors facile  de concevoir 

la  su rp rise  e t  I’am ertum e des F r a n ja i s  C o m b a ttan ts ,  le dSsarroi m oral 

des p roupes de rgsisance f ran § ais ,  e t  ausse les in qu ie tudes des groupes 

de re s is tan c e  des a u tre s  n a tio n s  eu rop lennes , d ev an t  les consequences de 
“ 1 ’e x p ed ie n t”  accepte  en A fr iq u e  de N o rd  p a r  les Allies.

L a  dec la ra tion  de P re s id e n t  Roosevelt, du 17 novem bre, en expli- 

q u n t e t  en sou lignan t ce qu ’il  y  a  de tem p o ira ire  e t de local dans 

1’accord  conclu avec  D arlan , a con tr ibue  S. calm er les inqu ie tudes du 

p rem ie r  m om ent. II  e s t  c e r ta in  aussee  que I’occupation  to ta le ,  avec ses 

ex ac tio n s  e t  ses repressions sauvages, que la  m is lre  e t  la  fam ine organ- 

isSes p a r  les N azis p a r to u t  o i  ils p a ssen t,  que les fu tu re s  grandes ba- 

ta i l le s  d o n t la  F ran ce  es t  encore une fo is  appeiee i- fo u rn ir  le th ea tre ,  

que la  revo lte , les heca tom bes; que to u t  ces couffranees cSreront un  

dram e  d’une horreur te l le  que to u te s  les p e rsonna lites  en se ron t dominees, 

e t  que f in a lem en t la  paro le  r e s te ra  au  m enu peuple de F ran ce , au 

peuple  d es  villes e t des cam pagnes, aux  t rav a i l le u rs  p o u r que de Gaulle 

e s t  dSs m a in ten a n t  le ch ef .  H' se t rouve  enfin que les groupes de re s is t 

ance qu i p rep aren t I’ac tio n  des populations, sont unan im es k condam ner 

la  reae tio n n a ire  “ R ev o lu tio n  n a t io n a le ” de P e ta in  e t £l vouloir une 

Quatrifeme R epublique d an s  un  idSal de v ra ie  dem ocratie , de lib- 

e r te  ind iv idue lle  e t de ju s t ic e  sociale, en quoi ils se p roc lam en t en plein  

accord  avec  le Comite N a t io n a l  que p reside  le g en era l  de Gaulle. Le 

P re s id e n t  Roosevelt a  f o r t  ju s te m e n t  p re d it :  “ L e  G ounernem ent fu tu r  

de la  F ra n c e  sera  co n s titu e  n on  p o in t  p a r  une p e rso n n a li te  dans la 

F ra n c e  m etropo lita ine  ou dans la  F ra n c e  d ’outer-m er, m ais p a r  les F ran - 

5 a is eux-m lm es, une fo is  qu’ils a u ro n t  e te  liberfes p a r  la  v ic to ire  des 

N a tio n s-U n ies .”  O r les  F ra n ^ a is ,  y  com pris les socialistes, fo n t  con- 

flianoe au  genera l de, Gaulle.

ALL WE ASK IS YOUR OPINION
Hmmmmm — so w e’re “ polling” again! 

Yes, sister, and we ’re doing it for your interest. 
We tear our hair, lose our voice, and practi
cally get run over while you are trying to 
make up your mind. We ask you your opinion 
and give you your choice on Tuesday — then 
come next Friday night you begin complaining 
about everything in general until we get to 
you the following Thursday and then—swish, 
your mind’s a perfect blank. Oh, i t ’s a do'^’s 
l i f e !

“ Whether it is better to be liberal or not 
to be liberal” —  that is the question. Or as 
we repeatedly asked, “ Had you rather have 
the old or new policy of the “ Salemite” ? The 
question seems simple enough, but had we 
asked for the laws of gravity we couldn’t have 
been greeted by blanker faces. Honestly, 
aren’t you conscious of our paper? It comes 
out usually every Friday night. It has all 
sorts of interesting things in it—among which 
there is an editorial page. This year, more 
than in the preceding years, the editorial j5age 
has been completely liberal in its ideas and in 
its expressions of what we thought to be the 
opinion of the majority. It seems that we have 
been wrong, for according to conversations of 
yours, the editorial page is not the opinion of 
the majority. Really, how do you expect us 
to express anything but personal opinions, if 
you don’t co-operate? We have pleaded, 
begged, and just plain asked you to express 
your ideas about the paper. After all the “ Sa
lemite” is being published only for the stud
ents of Salem College. If you aren’t interested 
in it—no one is.

Come! Come! We didn’t mean to scold, 
but our hotter side got the better of us. Now 
that that little uproar is off the chest, we can 
get down to actual facts. It seems that quite 
a few of you still maintain the “ old regime.” 
Now that’s a fine business, if you are willing 
to do something about i t ! Let your feelings be 
known! To be exact there were 37 of you 
who prefer a less liberal and startling paper. 
Also among this same group are those who 
actually object to scoops.

Then comes that innocent and rather small 
gathering that are strictly neutral. In this 
group we also classify the three girls whose 
only statement was, “ We don’t read the paper, 
but if we did, we would prefer the happy med
ium.” That’s what they said! There are 26 
others who could never make up their minds, 
because they could see no difference in this 
paper and papers of the past.

The ,last and largest group consists of 
those who are strictly for the new policy. The 
reasons are mainly the scoops and the new 
editorials that have not been “ warmed over” 
for a hundred times in the past. There are 
113 of you who joined this class.

Well, there you are! Again to those of 
you that we missed, leave your ideas in the 

Salemite” office. And now, until the next 
“ polling,” God bless you and give you an 
opinion!

—THE SALEMITE STAFF.

l iv e  more, four more, three more, two 
more—no more days ’til Christmas! With a 
feverish song and dance we count the days, 
hardly daring to breathe lest we break the 
spell and find that we were only dreaming. W’'e 
sit staling vapidly, hiding our visions of laden 
trees and plump brown turkeys. We remem
ber with a sigh that Christmas won’t be the 
same with John and Fred and Terry gone. 
Then with a leap our hearts begin to sing again 

• • • Christmas, a pagan holiday done in bril
liant reds and greens: a bustle, a hurry, a 
flash, and i t ’s gone.

Somehow today we should know because 
by remembermg and by thinking we should 
make it not a pipe dream, but a living, every
day reality. Once very ^ong ago in a land 
very far away there was a ba,by born; his 
mother wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger . . .  and the angels sang! 
Today so very far away in a world so very 
new may we, too lift up our voices and sing.


