
Page Four. T H E  S A L E M I T E Feb. 16. 194y

The Clock That Qot Embarrassed
b y  S la rg u e r i te  M ullin  |

I t  w as  th u n d er in g .  Kain  poiircil | 
down, and  l ig l i tn ing  o c ca s io n a l ly , 
s t re ak e d  th ro u g h  the  a ir ,  i l lu m in a t 
in g  th e  b a t t e r e d  face  of the  tow n  
clock. M id n ig h t  h a d  passed, a n d  the  
clock was a lm ost  com plete ly  happy, 
or a t  lea s t  as h a p p y  as clocks ever 
ge t.  T here  w ere  th re e  f a c t s  which 
accoun ted  fo r  t h a t  s ta te  of m ind  
in  th is  p a r t ic u la r  c lock; first, he 
w ould  h ave  to  s t r ik e  only once n ex t  
tim e. N obo3y  k n e w  how he re jo iced  
w h en  i t  w as  a lm ost one o’clock 
again ,  a n d  he h a d  to  s t r ik e  ju s t  once. 
Second, i t  w as n ig h t— his face  could i 
n o t  be  seen; and ,  th ird ,  th e  f re q u e n t  
rolls o f  th u n d e r  would m ake  th a t  
one s t ro k e  a lm ost  inaudib le .

P lease  don’t  m isunders tand .  This 
clock w as  n o t  lazy— t h a t  w as  not 
w hy  he h a te d  h a v in g  to  s t r ik e  
tw e lve  t im es. N o r  was he unduly  
modest,  t h a t  he  sought  to  h ide his 
fa ce  fro m  th e  p asse rsby  in  th e  
s t re e ts  below. You see, his voice 
was too loud. I t  was e n ti re ly  too 
loud. W hen  he s t ru c k  to  le t  people 
know  th e  t im e, th e  v io len t  noise 
p roduced  such s t ro n g  v ib ra t io n s  th a t  
he shuddered  all over. B u t  th e  h a p 
less clock could n o t  help  th is  s ta te  
of affairs. H e  h a d  no con tro l over 
th e  m ech an ism  inside h im  which 
caused  th e  h e a r t -b re a k in g  s t r ik in g s  
ev ery  hour. W hy, even  i f  he  h ad  been 
ab le  to  subdue  th e  sound, i t  w'ould 
n o t  have  been  long u n t i l  some re p a i r 
m an  c lim bed laboriously  to  th e  place 
w h e re  th e  clock w as, and  fixed th ings  
so t h a t  th e  clock could a g a in  b e ;  
h e a rd  f a r  an d  wide. The clock knew  ■ 
a ll  th is .  H e  k n e w  t h a t  he  se rved  a  ̂
purpose  in  th e  com m unity ,  t h a t  | 
m an y  people depended  on h im  to 
know  w hen  i t  w as  t im e  to e a t  th e i r  ■ 
lunch, or w hen  i t  w as t im e to lock 
up  th e i r  p lace  of business a n d  re 
t u r n  to  th e i r  w a rm  homes an d  th e ir  
fam ilies .  H e  kn ew  all th is ;  h a sn ’t  
t h a t  a lw ay s  been  th e  l ife  w o rk  of 
clocks?

B u t  even  k n o w in g  th a t  he w a s  a id 
in g  all these  people a n d  t h a t  p e rhaps?  
he w as  th e  o n ly  sure  t h in g  in  th e  
l ives  of some did n o t  do m uch  to-
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w ard  a l le v ia t in g  th e  b l ind ing  pa in  
t h a t  r ipped  th ro u g h  him when he 
had to  s tr ike .

So, on th is  r a in y  n ig h t  he s t ru c k  
once, ju s t  as a  clap  of th u n d e r  shook 
th e  air.

“ T tia t  was all r ig h t ,” he m u rm u r 
ed to  h im self ,  and  w eak ly  d o se d  
his eyes in  re lie f .  This t im e his 
face  did  n o t  become t h e  color of a 
r ipe  tom ato ,  and  his hands  rem a in 
ed in  position.

But,  of course, i t  i sn ’t  a lw ays 
n igh t,  and  it  doesn’t  a lw ay s  ra in . 
This m akes most l iv ing  c rea tu re s  
linppy, b u t  no t  th e  c lock; he h a te d  
m orning. T here  w as  an e x tr a  pa in  
to  s t r ik in g  a t  six and  seven and  
e is h t  A.  M. Besides n ear ly  dy ing  
of I 'm barra^sm eut a t  liis own raucous 
voii-e, he knew  th a t  he d ragged  m any  
I'eop!e from th e i r  beds and  shoved 
them  off to  work. A nd  th in g s  g rew  
s tead i ly  worse up u n t i l  noon. H is 
face  because red d er  a f t e r  each str ike-  
iiig, and  his h a n d s  flew reg u la r ly  
+'i”m th e i r  r ig h tfu l  places to  a t t e m p t  
;n cover his d is to r ted  a n d  qu iv er in g  
f: 'ce. T ears  s t ream ed  clockwise down 
his face.

B u t a f te rn o o n  b ro u g h t  re lie f ,  as 
usual, because , aside  fro m  his h a v in g  
to  s t r ik e  few er  t im es,  people below 
w ere  less anx ious to  know  th e  tim e, 
and  g lanced  less o f te n  a t  th e  clock’s 
ap p rehensive  face.

A t  six o’clock a t  n ig h t  he  came 
closer to  h a v in g  no re g re ts  ab o u t  
lieiiig t h a t  t ru e  slave of t im e, a 
clock. H e  k n e w  th a t ,  a t  six, most 
people were a t  home a n d  happy .  H e 
was a sensi t ive  clock an d  rea l ly  fe l t  
very  deeply ab o u t  th e  l i t t l e  be ings  
t h a t  raced  a ro u n d  below  him. B u t  
he was figuring  also th a t ,  a t  six, 
most people would be inside  th e i r  
homes, p ro b ab ly  ea t ing ,  a n d  a ll  th e  
fam ily  would be  m a k in g  a  lo t  of 
noise, so t h a t  nobody w ould  h ear  
him  s t r ike!

Well, by  eleven a t  n ig h t,  w hen 
he a lw ays  w e n t  th ro u g h  his w ors t  
agony , m ost people h a d  gone to  bed. 
H e  w as  look ing  fo rw a rd  to a  s ligh t 
p e r iod  o f  re s t ,  which  he deserved, 
he  believed , in  v iew  of th e  hectic  
day  he h ad  spent.

‘ ‘ B u t  I  w ish  i t  were  r a in in g ,” he 
th o u g h t.  “ I f  i t  w ere  only th u n d e r 
ing  a n d  l ig h tn in g  as i t  did  la s t  
n ig h t ! ” B u t  th e re  w as  rea l ly  v e ry  

l i t t le  he could do ab o u t  t h a t ,  so 
he re s ted  his chin g e n tly  in  his 
hand , and  gazed  o u t  over th e  d a rk  
l i t t le  c i ty  he g u a rd ed  a n d  advised . 
I t  was a t r a n q u i l  m om ent, a n d  he 
f e l t  a t  peace  w ith  th e  world, n o t  
w o rry in g  too m uch  even ab o u t  th e  
n ex t  t im e  he would h a v e  to  announce  
th e  hour, th ough  he w ould  h av e  to  
hoar tw e lve  s tr ikes .

H e looked n o r th  to w a rd  th e  r iver .  
N o t  a  l ig h t  to  be  seen. H is  gaze 
t ra v e le d  eas t,  l in g e r in g  lov ing ly  over 
th e  l i t t le  b lack  houses w i th  th e i r  
ch im neys silhlouet/ted a g a in s t  th e  
d a rk  b lue  sky. To th e  south-OH! 
H is  m ou th  popped  open, an d  his 
l iands flew in to  th e  a ir ,  a s  th e  h o r 
rified clock w a tched  l i t t l e  ten d ri ls  
of flame curl  possessively  a round  tlie 
roo f  o f  th e  o rp h an ag e  on South  
B a x te r  S tree t .

W ith  h a rd ly  a thought,  he caused 
a  ro a r in g  volley o f  sound^ to  b e a t  
a g a in s t  th e  w indow s o f  th e  n e arb y  
homes. He s t ru ck  once, tw ice ,  th ree  
t im es, finally tw elve , fu riously ,  and  
louder th a n  any  clock had  ever 
s t ru c k  before.

Soon th e  fire t ru c k  sped down
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th e  s t re e t ,  an d  w a te r  sp u r te d  over 
the  flames, w hile  u n h a rm e d  and  
sleepy l i t t l e  ch ild ren  w ere  h a n d ed  
th ro u g h  w indow s to  m en  on ladders .  
The o rp h an ag e  w as  sav ed  f ro m  th e  
t r a g e d y  th a t  h a d  come so close to  
engulfing it.

A firem an passed  by  on th e  s t re e t  
be low  th e  clock.

‘ ‘ Some m an  phoned  me,”  he sa id  
to  his companion. “ Some m an  who 
sa id  th e  clock h ad  a w ak en ed  him. 
S a id  h e ’d g lanced  ou t  th e  w indow, 
a n d  h a d  seen th e  red  haze in  the  
sky, a n d  he w a n te d  to  k n o w  w here  
th e  fire was. I f  i t  h a d n ’t  been  fo r  
th a t ,  th e re ’s no te l l in g  w hen som e
body  w ould  h ave  knowji. F u n n y ,  
th ough— t h a t  clock doesn’t  u su a lly  
w ak e  people up  w hen  i t  s tr ikes .  
W e’re a ll  used  to  i t.  T hough  th e re  
w ere  sev e ra l  o thers  who to ld  me to 
n ig h t  t h a t  th e  clock w’oke ’em up 
s t r ik in g  tw elve. W ell, guess t h e y ’re 
ju s t  l ig h t  sleepers. Good th in g  we 
c au g h t  th e  fire th ough— those  k ids 
— ,” and  th e  men passed  on down the
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T he clock’s h an d s  re s ted ,  ra ised  I 

th e  sky . Som eth ing  h ap p en ed  in  t h j  

m eta ll ic  h e a r t .  H e  d id  n o t  say 

word . B u t  soon he s t ru c k  once, 

deep, melodious sound t h a t  sp» 

th ro u g h  th e  n ig h t  w i th  s i lver  beautjj 

H is  face  rem a in ed  a  p lac id ,  weathffl 

ed grey , a n d  his h a n d s  s ti ll  pointej 

skyw ard .
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