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MAY DAY PROQRAM
T radition

The custom of celebrating  the first 

of M ay w ith  the  gathering  of flow 

ers dates back, certa in ly  to  the  

Eoman F lora lia  or F lora l Games. 

There are o ther ancient May Day 

celebrations, such as the  D ruid feas ts  

in  honor of Bel and the  phallic 

fes tiva ls  of Ind ia  and E gypt, bu t 

these seem ra th e r  fo r the  purpose 

of sacrifice and  are  in  no w ay con

nected  w ith  flowers.
In  E ngland  in  th e  six teenth  cen

tu ry  i t  was customary for the middle 

and  lower classes to  go out a t a  very  

early  hour in  the  m o v in g  to  gather 

flowers and haw thorn  branches, 

w hich they  brought home about sun

rise to the  accom panim ent of music 

and  w ith  g rea t joy and m erriment. 

By a n a tu ra l tran s ition  of ideas, they  

gave the  haw thorn  bloom the  name 

of M ay; they  called the  ceremony 

' ’bring ing  home the  M a ^  j they 

spoke of the  expedition to the  woods 

as ‘ ‘ group a-maying. ’
N ot con ten t w ith  a garlanding of 

th e ir  brows, th e ir  doors, and  the ir  

windows, these m erry people had  m  

every village a fixed pole, “ as high 

as the  m ast of a  vessel of a  hun 

dred to n s” , on which each May 
m orning they suspended w reaths of 

flowers, and around which they 

danced almost the  whole day. The 

May-pole had  its  place equally w ith  

parish  church or parish stocks. The 

P u ritan s  had the  May-poles uproo t

ed, bu t a f te r  the  R estoration  they 

were re-erected and the appropriate 

r ites re-commenced w ith  g rea t gusto.

The custom of having a Queen of 

the  May, seems to be a  relic of the 

heathen celebration; th is  m aid ap 

pears as a living rep resen ta tive  of 

the  goddess F lora, whom the  Eomans 

worshipped on th is day. Chambers 

in  “ The Book of D a y s”  says, “ Be 

i t  observed th e  M ay Queen did  not 

jo in  in  the  revelries of her subjects. 

She was p laced in  a sort of bower 

or arbour, near the May-pole, there  

to  s i t  in  p re t ty  sta te , an object of 

adm iration  to th e  whole village. I t  

m ust have been ra th e r  a  dull office, 

b u t doubtless to the fem ale h ea rt 

i t  had  i t s  com pensations.”

From the  looks of the  p ic ture  above, w e’ll have the  
members of the pagean t in  stitches th is afternoon. 
Those stitches in  tim e th a t  have provided costumes 
fo r most of the partic ipan ts  were adm inistered by  the

nbove group, ( le ft to r igh t)  Lou M yatt, Sara  B urts, 
D ottie CoviHgton, D ottie  Sm ith and  B et E pps (w ield
ing a w icked needle behind th e  machine.)
Photo courtesy of Twin C ity  Sentinel.

Chairman: Betsy- Boney, K inston.

Vice-Chairman: Jan e  MeElroy,
Glencoe, Illinois.

Nomination: Sara  Clark, Reids-

ville; N ancy W ray, Reids- 

ville; M ary  Jan e  H urt, 

Charlotte.

Publicity: Jan ie  Morris, Mocks-

ville; Joyce P riv e tte , D ay

ton, Ohio.

Costumes: D ottie  Smith, Benson; 

B e tty  A nn Epps, Gastonia.

M A Y D A Y  COMMITTEES

Dances: lone Bradsher, Green

ville; Polly  H arrop, Char

leston, W. Va.

Properties: Ruby Moye, M aury;

K atherine  Ives, New Bern.

Program ; M argare t C arter, Rocky 

M ount; V irg in ia  Summers, 

Kings M ountain.

Music: E lizabeth  Price, Monroe; 

Peggy Sue Taylor, Newton.

F inance: K atherine  Ballew, M ar

ion.

E n ter ta inm en t: Ann Mills, More- 

head C ity ; Susan Johnson, 

Charlo tte ; Joyce Brisson, 

L um berton ; Claire Craig, 
Charlotte.

Wee Blew Inn : Dot Massey, K in 

ston ; D ot A rrington,

Rocky M ount; M iriam

Bailey, F a ir  B lu ff ; B etty
I

Biles, St. Joseph, M issouri; 

Claire Phelps, Scarsdale, N. 

Y.; Gerry H ancock, H igh 

P o in t ; R uth  Lenkoski,

Springfield, Mass.

G ratefu l acknowledgm ent to:
M ontaldo’s—for th e  dresses; Miss Green—for hg lp  and ideas; M orgenro th ’s—for the flowers; 

and  Mr. Law rence and his assistan ts—for the p roperties; to Doug Lee—for sound effects.

Synopsis
Once upon a time, when M.iy Days 

were still young and  w hen th e  earth  
was soft and green and  budding, 
there  lived a w onderful lady nam ed 
M other Goose. She lived  in  a land 
of people who tru ly  loved her be 
cause she was so good and  k ind  to 
them. This was no t a land of mor
ta ls, however, bu t a  land  of s to ry 
book people, a  land  of children and 
grown-ups who danced on the  soft, 
green' ea rth  and  sang songs all day 
long to the  w ind and  th e  b irds and 
the flowers.

I t  happened one M ay Day th a t  two 
m ortal children  were found asleep 
in the fo res t of M other Goose land 
by two of her children. L ittle  Bo 
Peep and  L it t le  Boy Blue. The l i t 
tle  m ortals had been covered w ith 
leaves by  two friend ly  robins. The 
M other Goose children were quite 
upset th a t  m ortals should be found 
on th a t  particu la r day because th a t  
was the  M ay Day on which M other 
Goose was to send a new Queen of 
th e  M ay to be crowned by K ing  Cole. 
I t  was a wonderful event and  all the 
people in  the land  would be the re  
to see it. W hat would they  th in k  
if  they  should find these m ortal 
children here? L it tle  Bo Peep 
quickly h id  the children  behind a 
bush ju s t as K ing  Cole and  all his 
court came in to  the  M ay Dell. Oh, 
w hat a w obderful sigh t!! All the 
M other Goose people came from 
every corner of th e  land  to aw ait 
the new Queen and  her court—there 
was the  Old W om an who lived in  a 
shoe and all h e r  children, M istress 
M ary and all he r dancing flowers. 
Jack  and J i l l  (poor Jack  still had 
his head in  a  bandage), the  Three 
Blind Mice who were as im pudent 
as ever, old H um pty  D um pty and  the 
K in g ’s Men, Jack-Be-Nimble and 
Georgie Porgie and the  children who 
danced around the  M ay Pole.

Suddenly the re  were th ree  b righ t, 
clear trum pets sounded tiiroughout 
the forest! All the  fo lk  knew  this 
to be the  announcem ent of the 
Q ueen’s coming. As the  beau tifu l 
Queen descended in  the sunlight, all 
the  people fell to the  ground awe
struck. The Queen and  her lovely 
court took th e ir  places on the  h ill
side and  a crown of spark ling  d ia 
monds and  rubies was p laced on the  
Q ueen’s head. All of M other Goose 

land rejoiced w ith  more singing and 

dancing, fo r  the  Queen was so b eau 

tifu l and  she smiled so sw eetly  a t  

them. Yes, i t  was a happy day  fo r 

th e  M other Goose fo lk  and they  re 

tu rned  home th a t  M ay Day, th e ir  

ears still ring ing  w ith  the  happy 

tunes of the  forest.

P A G E A N T  C H A R A C T E R S
Babes in the W oods —  A gnes Bowers, Sally Tarry Mary Quite Contrary -— Elizabeth Price

Robins —  Sara Burts, D ottie Covington

Bo Peep —  Mary Bryant

Little Boy Blue —  Helen Brown

Ole King Cole —  A nn Carothers

Pages —  Connie Purvis, Marion Ellis

Jack —  Tootsie Gillespie

Jill —  lone Bradsher

Miss M uffet —  A nn Pleasants

Tom m y Tucker —  Lou Myatt

Jack Be Nimble —  Carolyn Taylor

Jack Horner —  Peggy W atkins

Hum pty Dum pty —  Martha Hershberger

Farmer’s W ife —  Nancy W ray

Three Blind Mice —  A nn  W icker, Beth Kitrell, Betty  
Griffin

Old W oman in the Shocj—  Joan Hassler

Georgie Porgie —  Bitsy Green

Flowers —  Jane McElroy, Polly Harrop, A nn  Lanier, Lila 

Fretwell, Frances Horne, Joyce Privette

Children —  Eaton Seville, June Elder, Clinky Clinkscales, 
A nn Pleasants, A nn Carrington, H elen Creamer

M ay Pole Dance —  A gnes Bowers, Sally Tarry, Elaton 

Seville, June Elder, Clinky Clinkscales, A nn  Pleas
ants, A nn Carrington, Helen Creamer, Peggy  

W atkins, Martha Scott, Lou Myatt, Bitsy Green.


