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Do Salem students need I. D. cards? This 
question was brought up at the Stee Gee meet
ing in assembly Monday and various ideas 
were batted around. The one company al 
ready contacted will furnish the bill-fold size 
card with a picture for 40c apiece. This card 
is planned to have a space where the dates 
of college attendance may be restamped each 
year, in order that one card may serve a stu
dent four years. For this reason, each student 
would buy her own card and the price would 
not be ineludede in each year’s student bud- 
ggt f60.

But what would students be able to use the 
cards for? It seems that the girls who travel, 
to New York for instance, need some sort of 
identification to get student rates at hotels. 
When a student is trying to cash a check, an 
I. D. card would take the place of Lecture 
Series tickets, old receipts, and perhaps the 
driver’s license which most stores request. 
There was even speculation that Winston- 
Salem movies, to say nothing of the home
town ones, would honor these cards for special 
rates.

But “perhaps” is a potent word. We need 
assurance that these I. D. cards can be used. 
Two girls of .the Legislative Board, Sally 
Wood and Jane Givens, are in charge of in
vestigating these uses. We suggest that other 
students aid in this project by asking store 
managers and home-town movies, as well as 
students from other colleges, if I. D. cards are 
honored.

If they prove to be of value, then by all 
means we should order I. D. cards. But if 
they will just be more pieces of paper clutter
ing up billfolds, we see no point in going 
through the process of getting pictures made
and all the rest of the red tape involved.

S. L. F.
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Sandra Gilbert

Salem Practice Teachers 
Give Conflicting Opinions 
On “Full Day” Schedule

Riding back from Thanksgiving vacation 
sitting in the dining car of the train, we 
watched three male students from a neighbor
ing institution gradually forget the cares of 
the world as their collection of cans grew 
larger. And we thought, not about the ques
tion of drinking “alcoholic beverages”, but of 
the security which Salem gives us.

For at Salem the Honor Tradition is not 
ridiculed by the student body. This is not to 
say that the six major violations are not 
broken. But there is a great difference be
tween Salem’s concept of its Honor Tradition 
and the concept students from most other col
leges have of their own honor systems. We 
know that the majority, the great majority, of 
students at Salem do not break these rules.

For instance, many students from other col
leges cannot believe that we have no trouble 
with cheating during tests. And yet, it’s just 
not done. Therefore, because it is working 
we do not laugh at the Honor Tradition.

We are sure that members of the Salem 
community other than students often look with 
skepticism on the set-up of the Honor Tradi
tion, the fact that no student is required to 
turn another in for a violation. We too won
der how long this system will be effective. 
There is a great relief in knowing that you do 
not have to serve as an accuser in a public 
inquiry, whether it be before a board of ten 
or the whole student body. This relief could 
very well lead to laxity in upholding the Honor 
Tradition oneself.

And yet, it is upon this feeling of relief, 
coupled with a realization of the security 
which is offered, that the continuing exis
tence of the Honor Tradition depends.
... You are sitting in the dining car of a 

train traveling back to'Winston watching 
three boys have a beer. You have a sense 
of relief because none of the other Salemites 
are watching you carefully, waiting to turn 
you in, and because you don’t have to watch 
anyone else. You feel a comforting sense of 
affection for Salem because its*founders and 
the Salemites before you have been concerned 
enough for your welfare to tell you what to 
do, on that train swaying quickly back to 
Salem. Yon are a Salem girl, and you are 
proud of it.

S. L. F,

By Susan Hughes
This year the education department initiated a new system 

:or practice teaching. For the first time the girls who are 
•orking toward a teacher’s certificate are spendmg two weeks 
caching all day in the schools in this area. The new system 
s an accelerated program including observation as well as t 
ctual practice teaching. This new plan has had much criticism 
,nd some praise from many quarters. The Salemite staff 
thought the feelings of some of the students who are Partici
pating in the new program would make a good article with 
a follow-up of faculty opinion.

In talking to the girls we found that the largest majority 
felt that the new system put them under too much pressure 
as far as continuing their education in other areas. Caroline 
Easley said that she felt it was wrong to have made the girls 
“full-time teachers and part-time students” while they are still 
n the student situation, and still trying to take advantage of 

formal education. The student teachers must teach all day, 
lissing all classes for those days they teach, yet they are ex

pected to make up completely all the work missed.
Barbara Payne, who is getting her primary teaching certifi

cate, says that the schedules ought to be set up with practice 
reaching only—no other classes during that semester unless 

alf-semester classes can be given to coincide with the methods 
Durse. She says, “As it is now, I just can’t keep up.” How 

,ver, she likes the half-day and whole day practice teaching 
plan, rather than teaching one or two hours a day the whole 
semester because it does let her accomplish something in the 
classroom. Another said that a comparision of grades
under the two systems should prove that the new system is 
aurting the academic life of the student teacher.

One who will be teaching next semester said that she was 
worried about comprehensives since her practice teaching 
would come right when she should be preparing for these im
portant examinations. Many girls refused to comment because 
they felt that anything they said would be held against them 
when grades were being issued.

Other girls expressed their disappointment in Salem because 
they said that Salem is not really a liberal arts school, but a 
teachers’ college geared to the needs, feelings, whims and re
quirements of the education department, thus creating conflicts 
for those who do not enter the student teaching program. 
There were several girls who did not feel that the whole system 
is bad.

Norwood Dennis said that the academic pressure is making 
it hard, but she thinks that, on the whole, the new system is 
working well. Her advice to girls planning to practice teach 
was that they should try to get all the required courses off, 
and take as many hours as possible before their senior year.

Sarah Tesch seemed to be greatly in favor of the new system. 
She said that the two weeks full time in the classroom is a 
much more realistic situation than the former system. She 
also commented that she thinks that “the accelerated seven 
weeks will be a good review and will challenge us to get seri
ous about this teaching—and lead directly into the classroom 
—much more so than a semester of 224 last year would have 
done.”

Of course we could not interview every student on campus, 
so we tried to get a cross-section of student opinion. On the 
whole, the girls who have participated or who are participating 
in the new system say that they feel the pressure is too great. 
Most of them cannot say that they prefer the old system be
cause they did not participate in it to any great degree, but 
they seem to agree that here were fewer complains, conflicts 
and complexities imder the old system.

By Louise Adams

As President Eisenhower embarks on an im. 
precedented 20,000 mile pilgrimage this week 
to eleven countries in Europe, the Near and 
Far East, small explosions are oceuring in tke 
American Hemisphere. The latest disturbance 
comes from the Panama Canal Zone.

In 1898 the U. S. emerged from the Cuban- 
Spanish American War as the mistress of tke 
Caribbean. In 1903 the treaty under which 
the U. S. acquired the 10-mile wide Canal 
Zone bisecting Panama was negotiated. Theo
dore Roosevelt was President—he wanted a 
canal, so he took it. The canal has proved 
valuable. It has enabled us to combine oni 
Pacific and Atlantic naval fleets and has been 
of tremendous value to the merchant seamen 
,of the world. However, our behavior in the 
Caribbean during the early part of this een- 
tury is the reason for the great anti-American 
feeling now expressed, “south of the border.” 
The U. S. “Good Neighbor Policy” is at a low 
ebb. Another Cordell Hull is needed. The 
Latin and South American relations with the 
U. S. demand attention.

The Cubans have been shouting at the U. S, 
for such a long time that the public of the 
United States is no longer alarmed. Now the 
Panamanian presidential candidate is trying 
to promote the nationalization of the Panama 
Canal Zone in an imitation of Nasser and 
Egypt.

The treaty signed by the U. S. and Panama 
in 1903 concerning the canal states:

The Republic of Panama grants to the 
United States all the rights, power and 
authority within the zone . . . which the 
(United States) would possess and exer
cise if it were the sovereign . . .

This phrasing was designed to avoid offend
ing Panamanian nationalists. Panamanians 
are now demanding that the flag of Panama 
je flown in the zone to symbolize Panamanian 
sovereignty.

On Nov. 3 Panamanian extremists tried to 
raise their flag in the zone. Repulsed by 
U. S. soldiers, the mob rioted and returned to 
Panama City to storm the U. S. Embassy. The 
Panamanian government was not active in the 
demonstration, but was aware, in advance, oi 
its existence. In fact, this kind of violence 
was approved by the Panamanian “bluebloods 
who control the government and business oi 
the country.

Greater hatred was easily and deliberately 
stirred up after the riots ended. The “blue-, 
bloods” wanted more U. S. business and found 
the situation ripe for forcing the issue. The 
threats brought Livingston Merchant, top U- ^ 
troubleshooter, from Washington. He n®' 
affirmed Panama’s “titular sovereignty” over 
the zone and promised that as soon as order 
was restored, a policy for buying only li. S- 
or Panamanian products in the Canal Zone 
would be adopted. This satisfied the “Wu®’ 
bloods”, but not the ignorant, ragged masses 
of the lower class.

Last weekend, the occasion of Panamans 

138th anniversary of independence from Spaffl! 
more riots were staged. The President of tb* 
U. S. called it “only an incident”. The Presi 
dent of Panama, Ernesto de la Guardia, urge' 
that “the Panamanian flag not be carried b 
the Canal Zone by blows.”

The people cried, “Viva Russia!”
Fidel Castro!” “To the Zone!” It seems tba 
the “incident”, encouraged by many who do' 
beg for tranquility, is not under control. ^ 
in light of the Suez, Nasser, and Great Brit*' 
situation, can the U. S. afford President Eis®> 
bower’s “only an incident” reaction? ^


