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Editor's Note
Editorials

Well, hasn't life at Salem been intersting lately? I certainly think so. I 
would like to address a couple of issues in this editorial. They all tie together 
somehow so bear with me.

First of all, in regard to some controversy and disapproval of our policy 
behind the P.O. Box. 1 think it should be recgonized that I agree with the 
complaints that students at Salem can write unsigned editorials to this 
column. I agree it is an unusual practice. But this campus is kind of unusual, 
too. Most "accredited" papers would not allow editorials to be printed 
unsigned. But at other campuses you usually don't know most professors on 
a first name basis and you don't see the administration everyday. I'm by no 
means saying that any of that is bad. But I think those who have 
disagreement with the policy have to look at these factors. People at Salem 
realize that because it is so small you can't really "hide from your feelings." I 
too wish that people would sign their editorials because I really don't think 
that the administration would expell a student or fail a student because of her 
opinions. But I do understand the "unknowns" fears. When we began to 
make changes in the paper one of the things that 1 wanted most was for 
people to be able to "air their dirty laundry." I think the paper gives them that 
opportunity. I also think that if the paper continues to be a strong form of 
communication on this campus (as I feel it has become this year) that 
students will realize they can stand behind their opinions without fear. But 
when you have been suppressed for so long (when we haven't had a known

Letter's To The Editor
Dear Editor,

It has been the policy of The 
Salemite to accept and print (P.O. 
Box) unsigned letters, some of 
which are critical of certain 
aspects of life at the college. I 
commend those students who care 
enough about the college to take 
the time to constructively criticize 
those actions or policies which 
affect their lives and those of their 
peers. I think this is a very 
healthy, and sometimes, effective 
way of instituting change.

I cannot, however, agree with the 
policy of the Editorial Board of 
The Salemite to print those letters 
which arc not signed. Although I 
have no conclusive evidence, I 
would think that such a policy 
would be extremely rare among 
reputable newspapers, be they 
college or privately operated 
papers.

I have been informed by the 
editorial staff that it is their 
opinion that few critical letters 
would be submitted for publication 
were the authors required to sign 
their letters. According to the 
staff, students fear reprisals from 
individuals mentioned in their 
letters. I do not feel that this fear

Dear Editor,
Recently, I learned that the 

Wesley Foundation is no longer 
allowed to use the Friendship 
Room located in Strong dormitory. 
Wesley Foundation had used the 
room since its founding in 1985, but 
this year was forced to move to the 
Green Room in Main Hall. It seems 
that no one is allowed to use this 
room, because the Head Mistress

is justified, but I can understand 
how students might believe they 
will suffer because of their 
criticism. If students (and faculty, 
and staff) view the educational 
process as a we-versus-them 
enterprise, then most certainly the 
opposition will be viewed as 
capable of any unfair action. I don't 
think this is the case at Salem, but 
I may be wrong.

In any case, I believe that it is 
the responsiblility of the 
newspaper to take the lead in 
encouraging students to think about 
their lives here at the college and 
when necessary to constructively 
criticize actions with which they 
disagree. However, the editorial 
staff cannot and should not relieve 
students of the responsibility of 
standing behind their remarks. I 
believe an education should bring to 
young minds the ability to view 
situations objectively yet 
critically, and it should also give 
them the will to speak their minds 
honestly and fearlessly. I hope 
that is what we are doing at 
Salem.

George McKnight

from the Academy is living 
adjacent to it. I find this very 
unfair! This room belongs to the 
students for their use, not for one 
person to monopolize and rarely 
use! I am interested in who made 
this decision and why we, the 
students, are forced to be placed on 
a "waiting list?"

voice on this campus) it takes a while to get used to it. I'll say it again. If the 
unsigned letters are the only way we can get people to talk then we will 
continue the column.

The next issue is about that car. First of all I would like to say that my 
original editorial on this subject clearly expressed my violent opposition to 
the way it was handled. However, after my personal complaints and quite 
frankly, pain, had been expressed I feel that we should move on and try to 
look at the positive side. I think I was most angry because I felt like once 
again certain administrators had disregarded the student body as a whole 
and ignored our rights. For something that will affect everyone, I think more 
than two or three people should be consulted. I was just plain mad that we as 
a whole had not been considered. I also feel that a lot of us had tried to 
address the drinking and driving issue in a positive way, with programs to 
offer solutions. When I found nothing else offered in all of this but a morbid 
piece of metal I was afraid that our progress had been shot down. However, 
good did come out of a situation that 1 thought none would. First of all I felt 
that we made real head way in letting the administration hear us, because 
scream we did. And guess what? They listened! Secondly, programs were 
initiated at a meeting of the committee. But most importantly, we did 
communicate, and I could see several walls come tumbling down.

So what did we learn? Well, I learned that there is a way to make people 
listen and that is this: if you don't like what's going on- DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT! Kick and scream and yell until the people who can change it do! 
When we are bom if we are hungry-we cry, if our diapers are wet- we yell, until 
someone changes us. Let's remember that lesson! Don't be afraid to say 
what you don't like. If you don't want the baby food that someone is feeding 
you-SPIT IT OUT!!

April Edmondson
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