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EDITORIALS 115l

THE FIRST CHRISTMAT MESSAGE

The first Christmas service was
not held in a temple, but under
the stars in a grassy meadow. The
light used was "the glory of the
Lord," which shown all around. The
people there were all men, not
rich and great, but poor and low.
They were shepherds, "keeping watch
over their flocks by night.,"” The
preacher came from a far off land;
he was the "Angel of the Lord,"
The sermon was short but full of
meaning. He told them to "Fear
not, for, behold, I bring youy good
tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you is
born this day a Saviour, which is
Christ, the Lord, And this shall
be a sign unto you: Ye shall find
the babe wrapped in sweddling
clothes, 1lying in a manger."

The story of the shepherds is
one that never grows old, No other
story that you can think of can
stir the human heart as the story
of the Bethlechem manger and the
baby Jesus,

Gifts wé Dbuy cost money, but
the heart - gifts we can all give
are worth much more to our friends
and loved ones; and the beauty of
them is that they 1last all year,
Love, sympathy, and tendsrness are
not sold in stores; zood cheer is
not sold by the pound, Money can-
not buy these gifts; yet we can
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give thom, not only
but all the year,

at Christma%,

THE REAL MEANING OF CHRISTMAS

"Christmas fosters the
good of all mankind
cally the cause of peace., There
are years, and this is one of them
when we almost despair of banish
ing war, Yet once a year there
goes ringing through the skies the
great chorus of "Peace on earth)"
and thouzh dictators scorn it amd
millions pay no heed, there are
those who remember and take new
heart,

"In our own nation it is perhaps
fortunate that the Christmas sea-
son begins so soon after the pre-
gidential election. It helps t®
sweep away the angers and confus-
ions of political strife. We have
Just passed through an unusually
bitter campaign, one so hard fouzht,
with such Dbasic differences of
opinion, that the outcome could mot
but leave a grsat many people sore,
discouraged, and even apprehensive
about the future, But Christmas
comes to restore our seanse of pro-
portion, to remind us of the larg-
er realities, of the essentizl de-
cency of the people, the persist-
ence of home and kindness and love,
the power of courage, of faith and
hope and charity and the curative
magic of good will among men,

"Christmas rekindles the hearth
fires of home. Most of us are not
very articulate, especially among
those with whom we live. Through
shyness, or hedlessness, qp by
Just nov xnowing how, we fail to
sneak and show the lo¥siwe fewl.
Then comes Christmas to male us re-
member and give us a way of X~
pression,

"But perhaps after all the great-
ost message of Christmas is,"Be as
a little child." Put away the
doubts and worries, forget the now
uncertainities and remembér the old
verities, ‘open your eyes, your ears

and your heart, and ery to all
'Merry Christmas,t"

general
and specifi-




