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Sorrell School Of Dance, 

Senior Hi Choral Groups 

Present ‘Nutcracker Suite’
Tchaikovsky’s “N utcracker Suite ,” long a  favor­

ite in  the  music world, was presented  to a  n e a r ­
capacity  audience in  th e  h igh  school auditorium , 
F ebruary  12. I t  was sponsored by th e  senior h igh  
school PTSA and  fea tu red  th e  Valerie Sorrell 
School of D ance and  th e  h igh  school choir.

As storyteller, Miss W lnkie H arris  to ld  th e  story 
w hich concei'ns a girl, Claire, who received a  n u t ­
cracker for C hristm as and  dream ed th a t  i t  becam e 
a prince. T he prince took her  to fa iry  lan d  w h e re , 
they visited th e  kingdom of th e  S u g ar P lum  Fairy , i 
who shows them  the  d iffe ren t people an d  dances 
shown in the  “Suite .” The nu tc rack e r  is th e  only 
th ing  left of he r  adventure w hen Claire wakes up.

One of the  m ost colorful dances was th a t  of the  
Sugar P lum  Fairy. A select choir of sixteen girls 
and  four boys were in  a  powder puff a rran g em en t 
in foiTnal clothes a t  th e  le ft side of th e  stages. 
W hile they  sang “D ance of th e  S ugar P lum s.” 
S le^nor Bulluck perform ed a  solo ballet.

F ea tu red  dance soloists were 
Judy  C arr  as Claire, Mimi Brewer.
E leanor Bulluck and  B a rb a ra  Ann 
Moore.

NUMBER 6

ric t iired  above are  new m embers of th e  N ational H onor Society 
tapped  last F riday. They are, from le ft to riffht, Vivian Williams, 
B etty  Ivey. Elizabeth Thompson, K ay Williford, Erwin Robbins, Jo an  
Mixon; second row. Audrey Kennedy, M ary Lee F oun ta in  P enn  
Strandberg, Mimi Brewer, Ja n e  H atche tt. Theo P i t t ;  th i rd  row. C arte r  

H edrick. Bobby Savage, Bill Kincheloe, and  Ju lian  Aldridge.

The program  Included th e  
Overture. IVIarch, D ance of th e  
Sugar P lum , Fairies, Russian  T re- 

^  p a k ^  Arabian C l e e s e
dauce. D ance of t h ^ F l u t e s  and  
W altz of th e  Flowers. D ancers 
wore costumes appropria te  for 
th e ir  individual dances. T he  choir 
was dressed in  robes fo r th e  firs t 
two num bers an d  form al dress for 
th e  others.

P ractice Takes Time
The choir, under th e  direction 

of Mr. H. T. P arry , h ad  been p re ­
paring  the  music since December 
and  Mrs. Sorrell’s s tu d en ts  had  
been studying since la s t fall. The 
rho ir  was accom panied by C aro ­
lyn Lowder and  M yrna Koonce 
and  th e  dancers by Carolyn Ellis. 
Twin pianos were placed on th e  
stage for M yrna an d  C arolyn’s 
use.

PTSA com m ittees included p ro ­
duction, Mrs. L. O. G upton; p a t ­
ron  tickets, Mrs. G , G. A tkins and 
Mrs. G ordon W aters; general a d ­
mission, M esdames J . G. L ancas­
ter, W. G. Cherry and  B a r t  R it-  
ner; props, Mrs. G uy B arnes: 
costumes, Mrs. Meyers Ivey; pub ­
licity, Mr. W. G. Cherry, J r .;  and 
program , Mrs. W. J .  W hitehurst.

Romonoca Taps 16 New Members
In  an  impressive candlelight 

ceremony th e  Rom onoca C hapter 
of the  N ational Honor Society in ­
ducted  16 new memb£-rs. J  ^a iio rs  
and  9 juniors, in to  th e  organiza­
tion F riday, F eb ruary  19. This 
tapp ing  m arks th e  la s t chance for 
’54 seniors an d  th e  f irs t  chance 
for th e  juniors.

R everend Ellis Oakes, pas to r of 
th e  Second P resby terian  Church, 
delivered th e  address w hich exem ­
plified th e  im portance of ch a ra c ­
ter, scholarship, leadership  and  
service— qualifications on which 
election to the  organization de­
pends.

Ideals Explained
R epresenting  th e  four basic 

ideals of th e  n a tional organization 
were P a tsy  Pearce, charac ter: 
J im m y Davis, scholarshrp; Jim m y 
Selby, leadership: and  R u th  Sides, 
service. George K night, president 
of th e  local society, presided over 
th e  service and  Elise Williams, 
vice-president, and  L arry  G upton, 
a  sophomore presented  th e  devo­
tion. I

In  the  p ic ture above seniors 
tapped  were C arter Hedrick, B e t­
ty  Ivey, Jo an  Mixon. Theo P itt,

Wheeless Stars In EDO Play
P hil Wheeless, a  f irs t  year  ̂

d ram atics  s tuden t, has th e  m ale ] 
lead  in “T he E nchan ted  C o ttage” 
by A rth u r  Pinero, a fan ta sy  in 
th ree  acts. T his is th e  Edsonians 
second m a jo r  production  of the  
year and  i t  will be presented  
M arch  5 a t  8:15.

P h il plays Oliver B ashfo rth , a 
w ar casualty, who h as  gone in to  
seclusion because of b a ttle  scars; 
C hristine H ufm an, a  B lack M as­
quer, plays L au ra  P ennington , a  
young b u t ugly girl of th e  village. 
C hristine  h as  been active in  d r a ­
m atics  th e  p a s t two years.

Mrs. M innett, a  hideous w itch ­
like person, is played by V alentine 
McMillan. Val is a  Black M asquer 
an d  h a s  partic ipa ted  in  several 
productions. M a j o r  Hillgrove, 
p layed by Eddie Booth, is ano ther 
w ar casualty. Hillgrove lost his

s igh t in  th e  w ar an d  is assisted by 
Rigg, a m an-servan t, p layed by 
Bobby Chesson.

E d ith  A nn Johnson  plays Mrs. 
Smallwood, fligh ty  m o th er  of
Oliver. J im m y L ancaster plays Mr. 
Smallwood, O liver’s s tep -fa ther .
Jim m y Selby plays Mr. Corcellis! 
rector of F itt leh u rs t church. W il­
m a Campbell plays his wife. Inci-  
dently, Mrs. Corcellis is expecting 
h e r  eigh th  child.

B arba ra  A nn Moore, Mimi 
Brewer, P atsy  McAuley, Newsome 
Maples, G ordon Wilkinson, G a r ­
land Chick, Sue Yelverton, Sis 
I^veti'jood. Mollie Spruill. Ma-i-y 
Jo  nloars. Peggy P e tt it t ,  Jan ice  

r>'ii Brooks :Iinson are
'nei ibers of tlir- d ram atics d e p a r t ­
m en t who rn r t i r ip a te  in  the
c'—i:-' r-cane a t the end of th e  sec- 
on:! act.

P enn  S trandberg , E l i z a b e t h  
Thom pson an d  Vivian Williams.

Jun io rs  inducted  were Ju lian
- A k l n d S J i .  M i m i  H T gr ,. T o n

Fountain , J a n e  H atchett, Audrey 
Kennedy, Bill K incheloe, Erwin 
Robbins. Bobby Savage and  K ay 
Williford.

O ther m em bers of th e  society 
are G ordon Wilkinson, secretary, 
John  M arrio tt, treasu rer, Emily 
Ryals, Anne Proctor, S tan ley  Still, 
Sue Gregory, P a t  P ittm an , M ar­
gare t Daughtridge, K ay Congle- 
ton, Elizabeth V ann, J a n e t  Spain, 
Je a n  Thorpe, Lloyd Hedgepeth, 
J im m y Davis. Billy Colston and  
Jim m y Daughtridge.

S ta te  Convention H ere 
T he  local club Is host to  th e  a n ­

nual N ational H onor Society con­
vention. April 1-2. Approximately 
three hundred  delegates a re  ex­
pected to a t ten d  an d  they  will 
come from  th e  four corners of 
North Carolina.

At th e  presen t tim e m em bers of

Visitors Rate 

RMSHS Favorably
Mr. O th a  Holland, in  com par­

ing th e  schools of Rocky M ount 
with those of Duplin County, said 
th a t  one ou ts tand ing  difference 
was in th e  m achine shop. “While 
the  local shop has six m etal 
lathes, the re  is n o t even one such 
m achine in all of Duplin County.” 
he said. He s ta ted  fu rth e r  th a t  
the  difference is about th e  same 
as thLs in all departm ents.

Mr. H olland was one of fifty  
Duplin County citizens who visited 
th e  h igh  school in order to obtain  
ideas for establishing new  con­
solidated schools sim ilar to  Rocky 
M ount’s.

Arriving a t  11 A. M. on F ilday, 
F ebruary  12, and rem aining until 
tlie cl^sn of school, th e  quests 
were conducted to th e  d ifferen t 
cinc^oo ijv stuc^ent ’m<?ts Rnd host- 

'^'hP’' wc-e Vivian Williams. 
Je an  Stephenson. Lenore Brown, 
B rttv  Ivey, and  M arvin W ard, of 
tl'.e social committee.

Bayar Visits Rocky Mount, 

Receives Hearty Welcome 

From Citizens and Students
W aving small flags an d  shouting  greetings, local 

j  s tuden ts  helped to welcome President Celal Bayar. 
P resident of the  Republic of Turkey, to Rocky 
M ount las t F riday  m orning. T he m otorcade co n ta in ­
ing th e  official party , led by th e  h igh  school band, 
traveled down M ain S tree t to H am m ond S treet. 
T hen  unescorted the  P residential p a r ty  continued up 
H am m ond S tree t to  Tillery S tree t where th ey  tu rn ed  
N ortn and  passed the  Senior h igh school. S tuden ts  
were dismissed so they could greet th is  celebrity as 
he passed the school.

A fter p arad ing  by Braswell an d  W ilkinson 
g ram m ar schools, th e  official presidentia l p a r ty  
continued to the  C arom ount Division of Sidney 
B lum enthal Incorporation. H ere th e  large p a r ty  was 
divided and  led on a  tou r of th e  p lan t, w here they  
m et the  workers and  personnel. They also visited th e  
Rocky M ount Cotton Mills, the  oldest textile m ill In 
E astern  N orth  Carolina.

Turk ish  flags were placed 
th roughou t the  city in  recognition 
of th e  im p o rtan t visit. M any of 
the  s tu d en ts  of th e  schools along 
the  parade route waved small

the society are busy w ith  several 
projects connected w ith th e  con ­
vention. Forem ost is th e  cam paign
t c -  oiatain  h o m a g _£or tlva
delegates. “So f a r  response has 
been ra th e r  slow from  th e  s tuden t 
body,” s ta ted  Sue Gregory, ch a ir ­
m an  of the  housing com mittee. 
She continued, “If  offers do no t 
increase, we shall approach  th e  
PTSA for aid.”

W orking on th e  scrapbook for 
th e  local organization a re  Aime 
P roctor and  P atsy  Pearce. They 
are  p reparing  th e  book for ju d g ­
ing in th e  s ta te  contest, w hich 
will be held during  th e  conventon.

Gregory, K n igh t S ta te  Officers
T his convention was held last 

year a t  W inston-Salem , N. c .  At 
th a t  tim e Sue G regoiy was elect­
ed vice-president of th e  s ta te  o r­
ganization. O ther s ta te  officers 
ar.; prerident. Bob H ankins, W in ­
ston-S alem ; secretary, Je a n  S tan -  
back, Salisbury; and  treasurer, 
George K night.

This is th e  firs t tim e Rocky 
M ount has  ever en terta ined  th e  
s ta te  convention and  th e  Rocky 
M ount club hopes th a t  “i t  will be 
a m ost successful one.”

Turk ish  and  A m erican flags and  
held welcome posters w ith  p ic ­
tures of the  president on them .

T he visit to Rocky Moxint oon- 
cluduU K tou r o f Am erica by th e  
P resident and  h is party . T h is  was 
the  sm allest com m unity visited 
while in  America, an d  N orth  
Carolina w as th e  only S ou thern  
s ta te  in which he  stopped.

Schells Give Reception 
F riday  evening a t  Dormelihy 

House, Mr. and  Mrs. H erbert H. 
Schell en terta ined  a t  a  reception 
honoring P residen t and  M adam e 
Bayar. Drom elihy was th e  only 
private home in w hich th e  couple 
was en terta ined .

Mrs. Schell presented  two large 
teddy bears to  M adam e B ayar to 
give to  h e r  two g randdaughters. 
The bears are red  and  white, th e  
Turk ish  N ational colors, and  have 
the nam e of each child on th e  r ib ­
bon.

Sunday m orning, February  14. 
Mr. Nizih Manyas, th e  assis tan t 
d irector of the  T urk ish  In fo rm a ­
tion  Office in  New York, held a 
press conference. At th is  tim e all 
arrangem en ts  concerning th e  visit 
of th e  P residen t were disc\issed.

(SEE MAYAR PAGE 6)

‘Newsees’ Show Busy School
K atherine  B a t t e n ,  Linwood 

P ittm an , H arry  G ray  an d  George 
K nigh t represented  Rocky M ount 
Senior high school in  th e  E astern  
Division A ll-S tate  B and  Clinic 
held in Greenville. F ebruary  6-7.

T he  band, in excess of one h u n ­
dred pieces, was conducted by Mr. \ 
H erbert L. C arter, d irector of th e  
E ast Carolina College band.

Among the  selections played in  
the  concert were “A m ericans W e.” 
“Suite in F ” by Holst. “L argetto ,” 
“Broadcast F rom  Brazil,” “Voice 
of th e  G uns,” and  a  medley of 
G ershw in .seloctions.

ler. cha irm an , a re  serving as 
hall m onitors th is  semester.

New faces now a re  seen a t  
th«- traffic  com m ittee posts. 
Freddy Turnage. S tan  Leg­
gett, Berry Lamm,, L. M. 
P^v.nes. Bi»l Toler, and  Jo h n  
M arrio tt, w ith Jam es C hand-

W orship services sponsored by 
th e  In te rdem inationa l Y outh  F el­
lowship to  observe Y outh  Week 
were held In th e  G eneral Purpose 
room a t  8:15, February  8, 10, and  
12.

H ot chocolate and  doughnuts 
were served by one of the  
churches each m orning before th e  
services a t  8:00 in  th e  cafeteria. 
T he program s were conducted 
each m orning before th e  services 
a t  8:00 in th e  cafeteria. T he p ro ­
gram s were conducted each m o rn ­
ing by various church  fellowships.

"Even though  th e  a ttendance  
was very sm all.” said Elise W il­
liams. president of th e  organ iza ­
tion, “I  am  sure th a t  those who 
did come received a  blessing.”


