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SHINf rTON f>Hl> HIS B U l G H T  I D E A S '

Value Of The Honor Policy
*

What do you think of the honor policy? That is the 
question posed to a number of students to get a cross 
section of opinions on this important topic. Students 
who gave their opinions asked that their names be 
withheld.

“I believe it will be all right if everyone co-operates, 
but some people are going to refuse to co-operate,” 
says one student.

Another says the honor policy is bad because it 
forces a friend to tell on a friend.

Perhaps students who have commented have not 
thoroughly thought the problem of cheating. Or may
be they have infantile thinking ability. Perhaps stu
dents don’t understand how the honor policy works. 
Whatever the reason, the poll seems to show a lack of 
comprehension and consideration.

Reporting someone who has been given a chance to 
report himself is not really hurting that student. 
More students would get farther and quicker with* 
more push and less pull. Being reported might be the 
push needed to promote honesty.

In a community as large as this one, there will al
ways be disiionest people. Allowed time and a m^ans 
(the honor policy) the honest people will influence 
this group eventually to the point where cheating will 
be neither smart, fashionable nor profitable.

As the lawmakers of tomorrow, it is necessary that 
students fully understand and live by the often quot
ed phrase, “Crime does not pay.”

Our Parents
By Mimi Brewer

P a re n ts  a re  people  w ho a re  
aw ed a t  your f i r s t  c ry— th e y  m a r 
vel a t  yo u r la u g h — th e y  w a tc h  fo r  
you to  s ta n d  a lone— help  you to  
w alk—^encourake y o u r f i r s t  w ork— 
show  everybody yo u r f i r s t  to o th .

T h e y  h e lp  you  w rite  yo u r le t te rs  
to  S a n ta  C laus— s ta re  unbe liev 
ingly a t  B illy in  h is  tuck , o r  M ary  
in  h e r  f i r s t  s trap le ss  fo rm al.

T h ey  glory  in  y ou r a cco m p lish 
m e n ts  a n d  sy m p a th ize  w ith  your 
defea ts .

T h ey  w a tch  you tu r n  th e  o th e r  
cheek  an d  bu ild  yo u r c h a ra c te r .

T h ey  u n d e rs ta n d ly  rea lize  y ou r 
f i r s t  ^ o v e —joyously  he lp  w ith  
w eddm g p la n s—w a tc h  w ith  ex - 
I>erienced eyes as  your c h i ld ren — 
an d  th e irs  co n tin u e  to  grow.

P a re n ts  a re  S y m p a th y , s t ru g  
g ling  w ith  a  snow  su it;  Love, k iss- 
ng  you g oodn igh t: C ourage, m a k 

ing  you s ta n d  a lone : u n d e r s ta n d 
ing  w hen  you need  i t ’m ost.

P a re n ts  a re  P a tien ce , te ac h in g  
you to  tie  shoe s tr in g s . T h ey  a re  
H ope, len d in g  a  h e lp in g  h a n d — — 
a n d  th e y  a re  F a i th ,  te a c h in g  you 
to  p ra y .”

Valentines To You!!

I Would Like To Ask
D ear Editors,

F o r  m yse lf as well as  th e  o th e r  
s tu d e n ts  in  R.M .S.H.S., I  w ould 
like to  a sk  th e  B lackb ird , “W hy 
h a v e n ’t  you h a d  a n y th in g  to  say  
a b o u t th e  so ro rity  a n d  f r a te rn i ty  
s i tu a t io n  in  o u r schoo l?” T h e  
local p a p e r  h a s  given th is  m a t te r  
m u c h  p ub lic ity  a n d  we w ould  like 
to  know  w hy  o u r  ow n school p a p e r  
h a s n ’t  m a d e  a n y  co m m en t.

D o n ’t  you  th in k  th is  s i tu a t io n  
shou ld  be d iscussed  in  school a s  
well as  ou t, s ince  i t  h a s  so m u c h  
b ea rin g  on  m a n y  of th e  s tu d e n ts?

A C o ncerned  S tu d e n t

T h e  so ro r i ty - f r a te m ity  question  
h a s  n o t been  discussed by  T h e  
B lackb ird  because  th e se  o rg an iza 
tions  a re  n o t  recognized  by th e  
school. T h e re fo re  th e  p a p e r  does 
n o t  feel t h a t  it. is necessary  to  give 
a n  op in ion on  th e  sub jec t.

E d ito r

D ear  E d ito rs ,
R ecen tly  th e r e '  h a s  been  som e 

d iscussion  am o n g  th e  s tu d e n ts  
a b o u t do ing  aw ay  w ith  th e  fo r ty -  
m in u te  lu n c h  schedu le  a n d  g e tting  
b ack  on  th e  s ix ty -m in u te  sc h e d 
ule. Do you th in k  th e  s tu d e n ts  
could  in  an y  w ay  h a v e  in f luence  
in  h a v in g  so m e th in g  done  ab o u t 
th is?  M aybe T h e  B lack b ird  could  
c a rry  so m eth in g  a b o u t it .  A fte r  all 
th e  facu lty , p a re n ts  a n d  s tu d e n ts  
vo ted  fo r  sixty m in u te s  fo r lunch . 
T h a n k  you fo r  a n y th in g  you can  
do.

S om eone in te re s te d  
T h e  f ( jr ty -m in u te  lu n c h  period  

h a s  been  in  p rogress  fo r  tw o 
m o n th s  now  a n d  no  serious m is 
h a p s  h ave  com e up  as  a  re su lt  of 
It. I t  is too  la te  in  th e  y ea r  to  do 
a n y th in g  a b o u t It. N ex t y e a r  if  
th e re  is s t i l l  d is sa tis fa c tio n  w ith  
th is  s e t -u p  a n d  if  th e  question  is 
b ro u g h t up  soon  enough , m aybe  
so m eth in g  c a n  be done.

E d ito r

Your Trip Worth It?

School sponsored  tr ip s  w h ich  
a re  o ffe red  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  of 
Rocky M o u n t have  p roved  to  be a  
g re a t  fa c to r  in  th is  business  of 
educa tio n . F oo tb a ll tr ip s ,  v is its  to  
th e  “Ice C ap ad es” P ress  a n d  S tu 
d e n t O rg an iza tio n  C onven tions 
a n d  o th e rs  of t h a t  k in d  a d d  m u c h  
,to th e  life of a n y  h ig h  school s tu 
d en t.

No w here  else can  one  f in d  th e  
fu n  a n d  th e  c o m p an io n sh ip  t h a t  
c a n  be fo u n d  w hen  h e ’s p iled  on  
th e  t r a in ,  ch ee rin g  h is  te a m  o n  to  
v ic tory  as th e y  a p p ro a c h  t h a t  a l l -  
im p o r ta n t  gam e. W h en  a  g roup  
ta k es  a n  ed u ca tio n a l tr ip ,  one 
f in d s  t h a t  le a rn in g  so m eth in g  
w ith  o th e rs  a n d  by  ac tu a lly  see 
in g  w h a t  o th e rs  a re  s tu d y in g  c a n  
m e an  m u c h  to  th e  ed u ca tio n a l 
process.

E ve iyone  w ho is lucky enough  
to  b ^  able to  ta k e  one o r  m ore  
school sponsored  tr ip s  shou ld  a p 
p re c ia te  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Rocky 
M o u n t p rov ides su ch  priv ileges to  
th e  s tu d e n ts ,  a n d  a ll shou ld  give 
th e  te a c h e rs  w ho so willingl'y 
ch ap e ro n e  th e m  th e i r  d eepest an d  
s incere  a p p rec ia tio n  a n d  fu ll  co 
o p e ra tion .

B e b ru a ry  is th e  m o n th  o f m a n y  
b ir th d a y s . S ta r t in g  th e  m o n th  o ff  
r ig h t  E dd ie  B o o th  ce leb ra ted  h is  
b ir th d a y . T h e n  com es M ary  Jo  
C u rrin , th e  n e x t  day , a n d  o n  th e  
f o u r th  of F e b ru a ry  P a y to n  B land , 
H e n ry  R ow land , a n d  S h ir ley  M c- 
c a r te r  cam e a long . T h e  very  n e x t  
d ay  J im m y  M ears , M a rg a re t  
D au g h tr id g e , a n d  S a llie  B row n 
E llen  w ere in tro d u ced . A few  m ore  
w ho w ere b o rn  th i s  m o n th  a re  
C aro le  H ag an , M ilto n  D ickens, 
K a y  W illiam s, N o rm a  Savage, 
C aro lyn  P ore , W ellfo rd  P rice , Joe  
Powell, F ra n k ie  B rock, P a t  W ilder, 
a n d  G. C. W a rre n . ■

A long w ith  G eorge  W ash in g to n , 
E dd ie  P e n n in g to n  ce leb ra te s  on 
F e b ru a ry  22. T h e n  M a rg a re t  
S pa in , J u d y  C a rr , R oyce Powell, 
H a ro ld  D en ton , L u c in d a  Oliver, 
a n d  P a t  A lexander, th e  so p h o 
m ore, will be one y ea r  older, 
f in ish in g  o u t th e  m o n th .

In  th e  m o n th  of M arch , “ th e

w indy  m o n th ,” tw e n ty -o n e  s tu 
d en ts  h a v e  b een  blow n in . G a r la n d  
C hick  is f i r s t  o n  th e  lis t . T h e n  
com es A aro n  M u rray , ]^-ances 
B ra n t ly  a n d  a long  w ith  th e  suc 
cess of th e  p lay , V a len tin e  M cM il
la n  will ce leb ra te  he rs . T h en  
K atln -yn  A ven t, J o h n n y  Soden, 
A nn  Price, a n d  K e n n e th  Cooke a ll 
0 n th e  e igh t. L av ern e  S tr ic k la n d , 
S k ee te r  C u rr in , Peggy  Jen n in g s , 
K a y  S an d e rs ,  M inn ie  L ou W il
liam son , S ta n le y  Still, Lee P i t t 
m a n , Sm okey  L an c a s te r ,  W . K . 
C oggins, W ilm a C am pbell, G eorge 
M organ , P eggy  Collins, an d , la s t  
b u t  n o t  least, H a rm o n  Mo.sely on  
M arch  30.

H e re ’s w ish ing  a ll of th e se  
R ocky  M o u n t S en io r h ig h  s tu 
den ts , an d , o f course, G eorge 
W a sh in g to n  a n d  A b ra h a m  L in 
coln, a  very  h a p p y  b ir th d a y  a n d  
m a y  th e y  h av e  m a n y  h a p p y  r e 
tu r n s  of th e  day.

Don’t Waste Those Taxes
How many students in the high schools of the Unit

ed States realize what a wonderful privilege it is to be 
able to get an education? Do students understand 
how much of their parents money goes into the buy
ing of books and building funds.

Here in Rocky Mount the parents voted on a bond 
issue that would put additional taxes on them so stu
dents could get more and better education in a school 
with modern equipment designed to aid students in 
the learning process.

To keep America the wonderful democratic nation 
it is, it is neessary for her citizens to have a complete 
education so they will be prepared to lead the nation 
in future years.

Come on, students, let’s make the most of it.

M easure Of G rea tn ess

Now We Know!

E ver since G eorge W a sh in g to n  
becam e “F a th e r  o f O u r C o u n try ” 
a n d  o u r  f i r s t  p re s id en t, a  question  
h a s  a t  som e tim e  gnaw ed  i t s  w ay 
in to  th e  m in d s  o f every  loyal 
A m erican . I t  h a s  puzzled several 
g e n e ra t io n s  of in te ll ig e n t b u t  
b a ff led  people. W h a t  th e  c itizens 
of th is  g re a t  n a t io n  a r e  w ondering  
is w h y  d id  G eorge W ash in g to n  
chop  dow n th e  c h e rry  tree?

T h is  e n te rs  A m erican  m in d s  in  
F e b ru a ry  because  i t  w as  on a  F e b 
ru a ry  22 t h a t  G eorge  f i r s t  cam e 
in to  th is  w orld. W h a t  m a n  or 
b e a s t  does n o t  know  o f th e  fa ll 
o f  th e  c h e rry  tre e?  W a sh in g to n ’s 
w ords w ere “I  c a n n o t te ll  a  li§; 1 
chopped  dow n th e  c h e rry  tr e e .”

T h e re  a re  a  few  c rea tu re s ,  h o w 
ever, t h a t  possess th e  “g en iu s’’ 
type  b ra in  a n d  h av e  f ig u red  th e  
w hole th in g  ou t. G eorge w as  ju s t  
sm a r t .  H e knew  t h a t  h is  fam ily  
saw  h im  a n d  also saw  th e  tr e e  as  
i t  fell. H e th e n  'said to  h im se lf, “ If  
I  lie now, I  will g e t a  b e a t in g .” 
So G eorge p layed  i t  sm a rt ,  to ld  
th e  t r u th ,  a n d  go t aw ay  w ith  it.

Some of the greatest deeds in the world are done 
and no one knows of them. This is one of the reasons 
that these deeds are great, for many deeds are done 
only for the praise the doer will receive. George Wash
ington was undoubtedly a great man, but he was also 
a humble man. He never ran away from responsibili
ties, but he did not go out for things that would bring 
praise to him. He did not wish to be president of the  ̂
United States, for he felt the job was too big for him. ' 
This feeling of humbleness is one of the best charac
teristics that can be possessed by any person. Doing 
things in a spirit of humbleness may not bring 
praises from man, but man is not the final judge.
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