
PAGE 2 THE BLACKBIRD, ROCKY MOUNT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL TUESDAY. MAY i5, 1954

Backward Glances
T h e  y e a r s  v.ill a lw a y s  c o m e  a n d  go— a n d  m a n y  t h e r e  w ill be, 
B u t  m a n y  a  o n e  vsul p a s s  b e fo re  o u r  s c h o o l  w ill c h a n c e  to  see  
A y e a r  t h a t ’s so e v e n t fu l ,  o r ’o n e  so  f i l le d  w i th  jo y  
As t h e  o n e  t h a c  we ve e x p e r ie n c e d  fo r  ‘64 a n d  '4.
A lo t  of t h in g s  h a > e  h a p p e n e d  of w 'h ich  we m a y  b e  p ro u d ;
W e ’ve h a d  so m e  g o o d  d r a m a t ic s  a n d  a  b a n d  t h a t ’s f m e  a n d  

lo u d .
W e ’ve w a lk e d  th e s e  l ia l lo w ed  c o r r id o r s  a n d ,  s t r a n g e  a s  i t  m a y  

se e m ,
T h e  f lo o rs  a n d  d e sk s  a n d  “ g re e n  b la c k b o a rd s  s t i l l  h a v e  a  s h in in g  

g lea m .
W e ’ve se e n  so m e  t r ib u l a t io n s — g o o d n e ss  k n o w s  w e ’ve h a d  o u r  

s h a r e .
B u t  t h e  g o o d  th in g s  h a v e  o u t s h o w n  t h e m  a n d  h a v e  h e lp e d  m a k e  

o u r  s c h o o l  f a i r .
L e t ’s see  n o w  j u s t  w h a t  h a v e  we d o n e  to  e s t a b l i s h  p r e c e d e n ts .  
T h e  s tu d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  h o n o r e d — e q u a l  s h a r e  fo r  g a ls  a n d  

g e n ts .
W e c h o se  o u i  C a m p u s  S w e e th e a r t  a n d  A z a e le a  P r in c e s s  too , 
A n d  j u s t  t h i s  m o n t h  we m e t  o u r  Q u e e n  < S h e  s to o d  so p r o u d  a n d  

t r u e ) .
T h e  E a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  SC O  h a s  h o n o r  to  u s  len t ,
B y  e lec tin ;?  f r o m  o u r  n u m b e r  t h e i r  n e x t  y e a r ’s v ic e - p r e s id e n t .  
T h e  N H S  b r o u g h t  f a m e  a n d  h o n o r  to  o u r  b r a n d  n e w  sch o o l  
By h o ld m g  t h e  C o n v e n t io n — a n d  a  goo d  o n e  i t  w as , too .
F o r  tw o  w eeks o n e  w o u ld  h a r d ly  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  w ere  in  a  

schoo l.
T h e  c o u r te o u s  w a y  w e a c te d  h a d  m o s t  e v e ry b o d y  foo led .
B u t  s u re  i t  d i d n ’t  s to p  r i g h t  t h e r e — i t  c o n t in u e d  ^M ay we 

b o a s t ) ,
A n d  we e le c te d  o n e  o f u s  a s  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  w i th  t h e  m o s t .  
T h a t ’s  n o t  t h e  o n ly  e le c t io n  we h a v e  h a d  in  t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t — 
W e c h o se  o u r  S. O. o f f ic e rs  ( T h e y ’re  goo d  o n e s  t h a t  w ill l a s t ) .  
N ow  J u p i t e r  k n o w s  t h a t  t h i s  a i n ’t  a ll ,  b u t ,  re a l ly ,  i t  m u s t  e n d .  
I ’m  g iv in g  o u t  o f  p a p e r  a n d  t h e  in k  h a s  l e f t  m y  p e n .
S t i l l  I  k n o w  y o u  a ll  a r e  q u i te  av.’a r e  t h a t  ‘54 is d o n e —
B u t  l is te n  a n d  n e ig h b o r s — a i n ’t  i t  b e e n  a  h e a p  o f  fu n !

By G e o rg e  K n i g h t

Congrats, Mr. Black A nd Band

R o c k y  M o u n t  n o w  h a s  a  b a n d  o f  w h ic h  i t  c a n  bp ju s t lv  p ro u d .

E v e ry o n e  r e m e m b e r s  h o w  th e  b a n d  s o u n d e d  d u r in g  th e  fo o tb n ll  s e a so n .  T h e r e  
w a s  a  c o n s id e ra b le  a m o u n t  o f  c r i t i c i s h i  d u r in g  t h a t  t im e .  N o w  a f t e r  s ix  m o n t h s  o f  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  w o rk  t h e  b a n d  s o u n d s  w o n a e r lu l .  A l th o u g h  t h e  b a n d  is  s m a l l  in  
m e m b e r  (o n ly  54 p ie c e s ) ,  t h e  m u s ic  i t  m a k e s  c a n  f i ll  a n y  l a r g e  b u i ld in g  in  t h i s  
a r e a .  I t  t a k e s  a  lo t  o f  ha*’d  w o rk  t o  b u i ld  u p  a  b a n d  t h a t  c a n  be  a  c r e d i t  to  t h e  c i tv  
a n d  R o c k y  M o u n t  n o w  h a s  su c h  a  b a n d .

O f  c o u rse ,  t h e  b a n d  i s n ’t  p e r f e c t ,  b u t  j u s t  g iv e  i t  t im e .  I t ’s g o in g  to  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  
b ^ t  b a n d s  m  t h e  s t a te .  H o w ev e r ,  a  b a n d  h a s  to  h a v e  m e m b e r s  to  b e  a  goo d  b a n d .  
T h e r e  a r e  p l e n ty  o f t a l e n t e d  s tu d e n t s  in  h i g h  sc h o o l  w h o  c o u ld  l e a r n  to  p la y  a n  
i n s t r u m e n t  in  a  s h o r t  t im e  w i th  i n te r e s t e d  s tu d y .  I t  is t h e i r  d u ty  to  th e m se lv e s ,  
t h e i r  s c h o o l  a n d  c o m m u n i ty  to  d o  so.

N o th in g  c a n  b e  d o n e  w i t h o u t  d isc ip l in e .  T h e  lo ca l  g r o u p  h a s  h a d  p l e n t y  t h i s  
y e a r .  I t  i s  p le a s in g  to  k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p le  w h o  c a n  w o rk  u n d e r  i t.  T h e s e  p e o p le  
w ill  be  a b le  to  go  f a r  in  l a t e r  life .

T h e  sc h o o l  c o n g r a t u l a t e s  t h f  *^and a n d  t h e  b a n d  d i r e c to r  u n d e r  w h o se  g u id a n c e  
t h e  b a n d  h a s ^ a d e  so  m u c h  p r o g r e s s !

f̂ ocku riour£ Stnior

i ■

Popularity? My Eye!!

W e  h a v e  c o m e  to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  i f  y o u  w a n t  to  g e t  a lo n g  w i th  y o u r  fe llo w  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  i f  y o u  w a n t  to  be  p o p u la r ,  y o u  h a v e  to  d o  t h e  fo l lo w in g  th in g s :

T h r o w  a ll  y o u r  t r a s h  o n  th e  f lo o r  a n d  o u ts id e  o n  t h e  la w n .  T h e  j a n i t o r s  a n d  
m a id s  w ill p ic k  i t  u p .  B e  s u re  to  w r i te  o n  t h e  n ic e  c le a n  w a lls !  S o m e b o d y  e lse  w ill 
p u t  i n  h o u r s  o f h a r d  s c r u b b in g  to  g e t  i t  o ff.

B y  a l l  m e a n s ,  d o n ’t  f o r g ? t  t<< w r i t e  o r  s c r a t c h  y o u r  n a m e  o n  y o u r  d e sk  T h e  
t e a c h e r s  h a v e  t o  h a v e  s o m e th in g  to  r e m e m b e r  t h e i r  f o r m e r  s t u d e n t s  b y  e v e n  i f  i t  
d o e s  r u i n  t h e  d esk s .

, L e a v e  y o u r  lo c k e r s  i n  a  b ig  m e s s  to o . I t  lo o k s  so  p r e t t y  w h e n  y o u  e n te r  t h e  h a l l s  
a n d  see  p a p e r  o f  a ll  c o lo rs  s t i c k in g  o u t  o f  th e m .  ,

I n  t h e  b a th r o o m ,  b e  s u re  to  t h r o w  y o u r  c ig a r e t t e  a s h e s  a n d  s tu b s  o n  t h e  f lo o r .  
T h e  c ig a r e t t e  c a n  is  t h e r e  o n ly  f o r  looks, n o th in g  e lse!

D u r in g  c la s s  p e r io d s ,  b e  .sure to  s p r a w l  a l l  o v e r  y o u r  d e sk s  o r  t i l t  y o u r  c h a i r s  
b a c k  a n d  m a k e  ro c k in g  c h a i r s  o u t  o f  t h e m .  Y o u  lo o k  so  m u c h  m o r e  c o m f o r ta b le  
a n d  I t  h e lp s  y o u r  p o s tu r e  so  m u c h .  V is i to rs  w ill t h e n  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  c o m f o r t  a n d  
f u n  y o u  h a v e  In t h e  n e w  sch o o l .

A ll th e s e  m a k e  fo r  p o p u la r i ty ,— m y  eye!

Thumbs Down On Such Disputes

W h a t ’s a l l  th i s  fu ss  a b o u t  t h e  M c C a r t h y - A r x y  d is p u te  t h a t  h a s  d o m in a te d  
n e w s p a p e r  h e a d l in e s ,  te le v is io n  s c re e n s  a n d  r a d io  s e ts ?  H o w  d o e s  i t  c o n c e r n  th o se  
o f  s t u d e n t  a g e  a n d  w h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  a b o u t  i t?

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e  a r m y  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  M c C a r th y  c o m m i t te e  g o e s  a b o u t  
m i l i t a i ’y  p o s ts .  T h e  c o m m i t te e  is  d o in g  a jo b  t h a t  is  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  e s s e n t ia l  to  

U . S. s e c u r i ty .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  th e  a rn ry  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  M c C a r th y  c o m m i t te e  goe s a b o u t  
i t s  in v e s t i g a t i o n s  in  a n  a b u s iv e  w ay . A m o re  se r io u s  c h a r g e  m a d e  b y  A rm y  S e c r e ­
t a r y  S te v e n s  is  t h a t  M c C a r th y  h a s  b e e n  u s in g  h i s  in f lu e n c e  o n  t h e  c o m m i t te e  to  
“ h i g h  p r e s s u r e ” t h e  a r m y  to  o b t a in  fa v o r s  fo r  P r iv a te  D a v id  S c h in e ,  a t  o n e  t im e  a n  
a id e  to  th e  W is c o n s in  s e n a to r .

T h e  n a t i o n  is  s u f f e r in g  a  t r e m e n d o u s  loss o f  d ig n i ty  in  t h i s  a f f a i r .  T h e  id e a  of 
s t i r r i n g  u p  t h e  e n t i r e  A rm y  f o r  o n e  u n i m p o r t a n t  G  .1. is  a b s u r d .  T h e s e  f a c t s  b e a r  
o u t  t h e  n e e d  fo r  d e e p  th in k i n g  by  t o d a y ’s s tu d e n ts .  T h e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  le s so n s  a b ­
s o rb e d  n o w  w ill b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  goo d  g o v e r n m e n t  w h e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t io n  g e ts  

t h e  re in s .

Indian Lyrics
G e r r y  lik e  f lo w e r  
G e r r y  g ro w  f lo w e r  

G e r r y  G a r d n e r

B u t c h  w a n t  b a s k e t  

B u t c h  n o  h a v e  b a s k e t  

B u tc h  W e a v e r

B a r b a r a  l ik e  d re s s  
B a r b a r a  m a k e  d re s s  
B a r b a r a  T a y lo r  ‘

J i m  sees g i i l  
J i m  n o  l ik e  g ir l  
J i m  G r u m p ie r

B o b b y  l ik e  g i r l  
G i r l  l ik e  B o b b y  
B o b b y  G a y

K e n n e th  go to  b e a c h  
K e n n e t h  g e t  s u n b u r n e d  
K e n n e t h  P ee le

Lee d r iv e  c a r  
L ee  w 'reck c a r  
L ee  P a r k e r

K e a n e t h  b e  h u n g r y  
K p n n e t h  g e t  fo o d  
K e n n e th  C ooke

v:

The Last Word
As t h e  c lose  o f  a n o t h e r  sc h o o l  y e a r  d ra w s  

n e a r  a n d  t h e  y e a r ’s w o rk  o n  T H E  B L A C K - 

j B IR D  is  t h r o u g h ,  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f t h e  s t a f f  

t a k e s  t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  le a v e  w 'ith  y o u  a  few 
p a r t i n g  w o rd s .

P a t s y  P e a r c e  a n d  V a le n t in e  M c M il la n ,  co ­

e d i to r s  o f  t h e  p a p e r ,  s a y  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  t h e  

t e a c h e r s  w h o  h a v e  p u t  u p  w i t h  o u r  e n d le s s
i “ r u s h e s ” o n  t h e  p a p e r  K a y  S a n d e r s  sa y s

s h e  h a s  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  t im e  w r i t in g

“ A r o u n d  th e  C a m p u s ”  “ T o  a l l  t h e  t e a c h e r s
a n d  s tu d e n ts ,  to  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r s ,  I  s a y  a n  i n ­

a d e q u a t e  b u t  s in c e re  t h a n k  y o u ,’’ c a m e  f r o m

G e o rg e  K n i g h t  “ E v e n  t h o u g h  we d id n ' t

re c e iv e  a  m e d a l i s t  r a t i n g , ” s a y s  S a r a h  M o o re ,

“ w e fee l t h a t  t h i s  j e a r ’s  p a p e r  h a s  b e e n  t h e

b e s t  i n  t h e  h i s to r y  o f  o u r  s c h o o l .”  All

P e g g y  S e a rc y  c a n  sa y  is  “ G o s h ,  w e ’v e  h a d  f u n  
w o rk in g  w i th  t h e  p a p e r ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  ,

s t a f f  t h i s  y e a r . ”  A n n e  P r o c t o r  t h a n k s  |

e v e ry o n e  fo r  a l l  t h e  f u n  s h e  h a s  h a d  w o rk in g

w i th  y o u  a n d  fo r  y o u  o n  t h e  s t a f f  G e r r y

G a r d n e r 'e x t e n d s  d e e p e s t  a p p r e c ia t io n  to  a ll  

h i s  lo y a l  f r i e n d s  w h o  d id  so  m u c h  to  h e lp  t h e

p a p e r  t h i s  y e a r  B e t ty  S u e  C a s h  s a y s  s h e

w o u ld  l ik e  to  t h a n k  e v e ry o n e  w h o  h a s  h e lp e d  

t h e  B L A C K B IR D  s t a f f  i n  a n y w a y .” ...........

T h a n k s  fo r  y o u r  s u p p o r t ,  w e ’v e  e n jo y e d  w r i t ­

i n g  f o r  y o u , ’’ s a y s  C a ro le  M o r g a n  a n d  J e a n

S t e p h e n s o n  C h a r le s  B a te m a n  t h a n k s  th o s e

w h o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e  n e w s  J o y  A n n  H a y e s

sa y s  t h a n k s  to  a l l  w h o  h a v e  h a d  a  p a r t  in

m a k in g  t h i s  y e a r ’s p a p e r  a  s u c c e s s  A s n e x t

y e a r ’s e d i to r ,  J u l i a n  A ld r id g e  h o p e s  t h a t  a ll  

w ill c o n t in u e  to  g iv e  t h e  p a p e r  w h o le h e a r te d

s u p p o r t  M a r y  L ee  F o u n t a i n  s a y s  s h e  h a s

e n jo y e d  w o rk in g  o n  T H E  B L A C K B IR D  ^be­

c a u s e  i t  h a s  g iv e n  h e r  a  c h a n c e  to  w o rk  c lo se ­

ly  w i t h  o t h e r s  A s l i t e r a r y  e d i to r ,  W o o d ro w

W e s t  sa y s ,  “ I ’v e  e n jo y e d  m y  w o rk  a n d  I  h o p e
y o u  h a v e  e n jo y e d  m y  re v ie w s .’’ N e w s p a p e r s
d e p e n d  o n  t h e  s u b s c r ib e r s ,  so  t h a n k s  f o r  t h a t   ^
su b s c r ip t io n ,” s a y s  M a r t h a  B r a d le y .........

F e l t s  a n d  M y r n a  B e ll  t h a n k  e v e ry o n e  f o r  h i s  *

c o o p e r a t io n  a n d  th e y  a r e  lo o k in g  f o r w a r d  to

n e x t  y e a r  F la y e  H a m m o n d  g ives  j u s t  a

s h o r t  l in e  o f  t h a n k s  to  t h e  “ n u m b e r  o n e ” 

p e o p le  w h o  m a k e  t h i s  p a p e r  p o s s ib le  L u ­

c in d a  O liv e r  h o p e s  y o u  h a v e  e n jo y e d  t h e  

p a p e r  a n d  t h a t  y o u  w ill r e m e m b e r  n e x t  y e a r .  ^

 “ T o  th e  s t ib sc r ib e rs ,  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r s ,  t h e

f a c u l ty ,  o t h e r  r e a d e r s  a n d  t h e  s t a f f ,  I  s a y  a  ..

d e e p ly  f e l t  t h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  lo y a d  s u p p o r t  ,,

a n d  k in d  c o o p e r a t io n  in  m a k in g  T H E  

B L A C K B IR D  th e  p a p e r  t h a t  i t  is ,” sa y s  M rs .

Y o u n g ,  t h e  a d v is e r .

H a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  v a c a t io n ,

T h e  S t a f f
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