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Sports Review
by

Gerry Gardner

High-Flying Blackbirds

As this is the las t issue of the  
paper, the  column is dedicated to 
as review of the B lackbird’ rec 
ord-breaking ‘53-‘54 year in 
sports.

T he  football team  won 7 of 10 
gam es and stood th ird  in th e  con
ference stanc.ings. Pullback John  
W arren, end 8mokey L ancaster 
and  quarterback  Bobby P atterson  
were consistently good perfoi-mers. 

B asketball H ighlights of Year 
Basketball proved th e  h igh ligh t 

of the  year as th e  Blackbirds won 
the E astern  AAA title  and  boas t
ed a  season of 16-2. Y et ip  com 
piling th is  marvelous record the  
B irds had  definitely burned th e m 
selves out. In  th e  sta te  to u rn a 
m en t they  were stopped cold, 
bea ten  by R aleigh an d  G reens
boro. The Blackbirds were led by 
Smokey L ancaster an d  Dave 
Barnes. Both were nam ed  a ll 
easte rn  and  Smokey was nam ed  
all-sta te .

Baseball had  a  poor s tanding, 
as usual, b u t th e  Birds played well 
and  finished second in conference 
standings. The excellent p itching 
of H arold Gilbert and  th e  h ard  
h itting  of ca tcher F red  H arris  
sparked  the  Blackbird nine.

Tennis T eam  U ndefeated 
Dwight H in ton  and  George B u r 

ton  Sparked a razzle-dazzle tennis 
team  th rough  a n  unbea ten  season. 
T heir  m ost spectacular victory 
was in  stopping Goldsboro, 7-2. 
I t  was th e  f irs t loss in  66 m atches 
for th e  Quakes and  th e  firs t vic
tory over them  by Rocky M ount 
since 1947.

Look above. I t  will be h a rd  to 
f ind  a te am  who can m a tch  these 
accom plishm ents—Not below th ird  

^ i n  conference s tandings in  any 
S C l ^ c r t - —— won E astern  AAA bas

ketball title, cham pions of con
ference! unbeaten  in  tennis!
T his was sim ply our year. Who 
knows? Maybe n ex t year, too!

.

Consistency, perform ance and  good spo rtsm an sh ip  proved valuable to F red H arris, Smokey L ancas
te r, and  Johnny  W arren. T h esi th ree  a th letes vrere selected as th e  m ost valuable p layers of 1954 by The 
B lackbird sports editors,

F red  H arris boasted  th e  h ighest h ittin g  average on th e  baseball team  and  saw  action  in  every con
test.

Smokey L ancaster, who s ta rred  in  th ree  sports, was m ost ou tstand ing  In basketball. H e was the 
te am ’s h ighest scorer and  w as chosen a ll-ea s te rn  a n d  a ll-s ta te .

Jo h n n y  W arren  was chosen for his splendid e f fo r t  in  football. H e was a ll-ea s te rn  and  th e  leading 
ground gainer.

Birds Defeat Caps, Plac Second
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By* overcoming th e  Raleigh 
Caps 6-2 and  losing to Goldsboro 
by a score of 9-7, th e  Birds moved 
Into second place w ith  only one 
gam e le ft in  the  season.

In  th e  R aleigh game, Bobby 
P a tte rson  s ta rted  on th e  m ound 
for th e  Birds ^ u t  was releived by 
H arold G ilbert in  the  bottom  of 
th e  eight inning, a t  w hich time 
th e  score was tied 2-2. After ta k 
ing over h e  retired  the  side, w hich 
se t the  scene for Rocky M oun t’s 
big inn ing—th e  n in th .

In  the  n in th  inning Bobby P a t 
terson led off w ith  a walk, D eans 
sing'led, Harold G ilbert sacrificed 
them  to second and  th ird , and 
H ighsm ith  th e n  flied out to  left 
field scoring Patterson . Gordon 
W aters then  walked and  scored, 
along w ith  Deans, on a deep fly  
to centerfield and  a single by 
B unny Bell.

Caps T h re a ten  
In  th e ir  h a lf  of th e  n in th  th e  

Caps th rea te n ed  b u t couldn’t  
score and  th e  gam e ended w ith 
R aleigh holding th e  short end of 
a  6-2 score.

The w inning p itch er w as G il
b e rt for Rocky M ount. T he B irds
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top h it te r  was Bell, who got 3 for 
4.

M eeting Goldsboro in  th e ir  
I  la s t gam e of th e  year, th e  Birds 
lost 9^7 in  a  b a ttle  of e rro rs and  
blunders. P itch ing  fo r Rocky 
M ount was Bobby P a tte rso n  5-2 
in  th e ir  gam e a t Goldsboro e a r 
lier in  th e  season.

B est M ark In  Y ears ■
All in  all, however, i t  was a 

successful season. T h e  B lackbirds 
m ade th e ir  best m arks in  five 
years as they  finished in second 
place in  conference play.

W ith  quite a few le tte rm en  still 
eligible for one or two m ore years 
of playing, th e  baseball team  looks 
a cinch to even be tte r th is  y ea r’s 
highly successful season. Coach 
Cleetwood feels th a t  all th e  boys 
played especially good ball and 
looks fo rw ard  to good playing 
nex t year.
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Tennis Team Tops, 
State HS Champs 
After Six Years

After defeating  the ir  own te am 
m ates  in  th e  finals, Dwight H in 
ton aaii ‘Sm okey” Joe Lancaster 
rolled to victory in the  sta te te n 
n is  tou rnam en t to become N orth  
C aro lina’s higli school doiibles 
chan:p ijns.

I-ancaster and  H in ton  wasted 
no time in ra; king up victories '.n 
High Pom t. C harlo tte  and  
liam. The L ancaU sr-H in ton  duo 
w ent o?i to whip ohe Quakes of 
Gold..:joro in the  sem i-finals U-2, 
6- 0.

In  th;? first th ree  rounds, F red 
R uben anci Bobby W imberly took 
v.’ins 0  er Ruleigh, Goldsboro and  
Kinston. In  th e  sem i-finals 
Meyers P ark  of C harlotte , the  
‘>‘am  th a t  upset a to p -ra ted  W hir- 
lit‘ team , clashed with th e  Birds. 
C harlo tte ’s finest came out sec
ond best a" Ruben and W imberly 
licked them , 6-2, 6-3.

Team  M ate A gainst Team  M ate
I t  was team  m a te  against team  

m ate in  the final round of the  
to i.rnam ent. Ruben an d  W im ber
ly won th e  firs t set, 7-5. The pare 
was gruelling as one Blackbird 
pair m e t another. The second set 
.‘;aw L ancaster and  H in ton  as w in 
ners in a close bu t decisive con
test. T he last leg of the  to u rn a 
m en t had  come.

Lancaster, H in ton  Win
B oth  team s w anted  to  win, both 

w anted to bring th e  doubles crown 
home, and  both  team s were good. 
They were experts in  the ir  field 
an d  th e  finest h igh school tennis 
players in  th e  state. Dwight and  
“Smokey” were the  winners w hen 
the  final re tu rn  was placed.

F or the  f irs t time since 194. ,̂ 
Rocky M ount h ad  won a  tenn is  
cham pionship. T he victories nn 
th e  S ta te  College courts  were a 
f itting  end for an  undefeated  sea 
son. ■'

George B urton  was th e  only 
local en try  in the  singles. Al
though George p u t up  a fine fight, 
he was elim inated from  tourney 
play w hen a S ou thern  Pines boy 
bea t him, 7-5, 6-0. I t  is likely th a t  
the  Blackbirds would have copped 
singles honor too, b u t contestant.*) 
were n o t allowed to en te r  in bo th  
the  singles and  doubles divisions.
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