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Introductions, The Order

What’s An Exchange EJditor?
By Jane Palmagrren

' W ith  a new school yea r comes 
a  new Blackbird staff, announcing  
a  new exchange editor a n d  I ’m  it!

You m ay be saying, “W hat in  
tlie world is an  exchange ed ito r ” 
I  told you, “I ’m  it! T h a t doepn’t  
sa'y m uch, does it. The exchange 
editor sends T h e  B lackbird to th e  
schools th a t  request it. I n  re tu rn  
they  send us a copy of th e ir  school 
papers. T he exchange editor reads 
these papers, and  th e n  writes 
about happenings in those schools 
th a t  are  unusual. We can  com ­
pare  our school life with cam pus 
life elsewhere, in  and  out of our 
sta te .

Education offers a wonderful 
opportunity  th a t  e v e r y  child 
should  have. Some wom en in  D a­
vidson county have set up a  school 
especially fo r handicapped  ch ild ­
ren . A specilized teacher, h is  as-

E D O  Considers 

^Fam ily  Upstairs
“T he Fam ily  U psta irs” m ay be 

considered fo r production by the  
Edsonians th is  year, but i t  is still 
too early  for p lans to  be definite, 
Mrs. H athcock  announced.

P erhaps th e  biggest new s in  th is  
d e p a r tm e n t to date is th e  appo in t­
m en t of G raham  Adarrjs a s  pe r ­
m a n en t stage m anager: Poy B rad ­
shaw, cu rta in  m an ; an d  H enry  
Thom pson, sound m anager.

A nother news item  of im por­
ta n ce  is th a t  F rancis  G ay a ttended  
th e  N in th  Sum m er Session in  D ra ­
m atic  Art fo r H igh School S tu ­
den ts in  Chapel Hill, Ju ly  18-Au- 
gust 24.

P rom  r e p o r t s  F rances had  
a  w onderful time, tak ing  sh o rt 
courses in  acting, diction, and  
stagecraft. She also a ttended  th ree 
o n e-ac t plays pu t on by th e  C aro ­
lina  P laym akers a n d  h ea rd  a  
speech by P au l G reen, the N. C. 
d ram atis t.

W hile there  F ran ces’ class p ro ­
duced a play in  which she played 
■a m inor p a r t  as a  “C an -C an ” girl. 
P rances was also assis tan t stage 
m anage r and  prom pter in  th e  sam e 
production.

s is tan ts  and  some church  wonien 
conduct th is  school from  9 a.mT 
till 3 p.m. in  th ree  rooms of the  
educational building.

I  take  off my h a t  to these citi­
zens th a t  are  m aking th e  dream s 
of handicapped  children  a reality, 
do n ’t you?

Boys a t th e  F lorida Industria l 
School have a new gym plus som e­
th ing  extra. T h is  som ething ex tra  
refers to rooms in  the  gym reserv­
ed for the  band. Here, th e  band  
m em bers practice and  have lockers 
fo r  the ir  in strum ents and  u n i­
form s. (W e’re lucky, too, in  hav ing  
a band  room  for these things.)

This is all now, since our ex­
changes have just s ta rted  coming 
in. Look fo r th is  colum n in  th e  
n ex t issue! See you then .

Back For More
C an you believe th a t  g raduates 

would re tu rn  fo r m ore??

Well, two have. Connie Ta'ylor 
and  G ra h am  Adams, 1955 g ra d ­
uates, are  doing post g raduate  
work th is  y e a r . Cormie is back to 
get h er language cred its  an d  com ­
m ercia l work. G ra h am  found th a t  
to  en te r  N orth  C arolina S ta te  r e ­
quired m ore m a th  and  science 
ithan he had, iso h e ’s back to  get 
those credits.

G ra h am  w as active in  dram atics 
during h is  under g radua te  work 
an d  is now president of the  Black 
M asquers and  perm an en t stage 
m anager.

At S tate  h e  p lans to study p la n t
breed ing , m a in ly  th * t  <yC co m . A l­
ready he h a s  done m uch  work in 
p la n t breeding out a t  W atson ’s 
PaiTOs. I 

Connie h as  n o t yet decided 
w hich college she will a ttend , 
m ain ly  becaiise she h a s n ’t  m ade 
Up her m ind which she  prefers — 
work in  the  a r t  or th e  com mercial 
field.

Heavy Rains Warp 
New Gym Floor

Som eth ing  surely played havoc 
ivith th e  new gym floor th is  sum ­
m er, causing a large hum p  to a p ­
p ea r  on th e  court, m arrin g  the  
surface-.and  m aking i t  dangerous 
for basketball.

Moisture from  heavy ra in s  a t  
th a t  tim e possibly could have cous­
ed th e  boards to swell, resulting 
in  th e  bulge. Fortunitely, th e  con­
trac to rs  will m ake the  floor good.' 
W hen it has  been repaired, the  
co u rt will aga in  be suitable for 
ball practice.

I n  the  sum m er of 1954, while 
still u n d e r  construction, the  back 
wall w as blown in  by heavy winds 
an d  h ad  to be rebuilt.

Choir Plans 
Light Opera

Mr. H arold  P erry , choir director, 
is enthusiastic  about th e  p lans 
for th e  year, even though  they  
are still in  a  ten ta tiv e  state.

F irst, Mr. P a r ry  is th ink ing  of 
organizing ^wo choirs instead  of 
one as h e  h as  in  the  past. If  
these p lans m aterialize, there  will 
be a  “general” choir and  a  “spe­
cial” choir, w hich m ay  be nam ed 
later.

“P erhaps th e  choir will p resen t 
a ligh t o p e r a ,  someithing like 
“S w eetheart” by Victor H erbert,” 
.said the  director. I t  would be d if ­
f icu lt bu t interesting, he added.

One th ing  is definite — a  select­
ed group of fifteen or tw enty  choir 
m em bers will sing fo r th e  state 
teachers’ m eeting in  Greenville, 
October 20. A nother p rogram  p la n ­
ned is scheduled for th e  “Jun io r 
Frolics,” sponsored by th e  Jun io r 
C ham ber of Commerce. This event 
is p lanned  for November. T h e  
exact date will be given later.

27 Transfers 
Enroll Here
, Tw enty-s^ven tran sfe r  s tuden ts  

have enrolled here this: some
new to th e  system  an d  o thers re- 
tu rm ng  a f t e r , a  year or m ore in  
a n o th er  school.

F reddy G ard n er r e t u r n s  to 
Rocky M ount a f te r  a  year a t  C u l­
ver M ilitary Academy, Culver, I n ­
d iana; and  O. L. H arris  comesi 
back from  Georgia M ilitary  Aca-; 
demy, Georgia.

B envenue’s loss is Rocky M ount’s 
gain of ten  students. T hey  are  
F rances Drake, Je a n  Dale W atson, 
H arold M artin , Sam uel Meyer 
Donnie Bland, W illiam  E arl Cooke, 
Jo  A nn Jackson, E dna Louise Ty- 
sc'n, R ay W alker and  Christine 
Boone.

W est Edgecomb lost th ree  to th e  
local school — Celia Brake, Alice 
Faye Crickmore and  J im m y Perry. 
Sim; City sends Jim m y Lindsey an d  
New H anover High, W ilm ington, 
lost Ted T ilghm an  to RM SHS.

Three pupils enrolled from  Vir­
g in ia  schools and  one from  the 
neighboring s ta te  of W est V irginia 
— A rthu r T hom as A rm strong and  
Joyce A nn Jones come from  New­
p o rt News, Ju lia  A nn Viverette; 
from  Portsm outh, and  C athy  How­
a rd  from  M organtow n, W est V ir­
ginia.

Love Byrne comes to  RM SHS 
from  Waycross, Georgia; Sue Law­
rence from  M anchester, C onnecti­
cut; and  D iane Forde from  Texas.

S ou th  C aro lina contributes two 
s tuden ts  —  Kelsey McGee from  
Chester an d  Jo h n  H enry  Hughes 
from  Florence.

Summer Full Of Thrills

Girls Attend Con.ven.tions; 
Bring Honors To RMSHS

HOGGARD-VANN 
MOTOR CO.

Your Oldsmobile Dealer 
413 S. Church St.

vROCKY MOUNT 
LAUNDRY & DRY 
CLEANERS, INC.

Dial 6-7158 
223 S. Washingrton St.

C a r s — A l l  Types 

S till Pridef Joy

No m a tte r  the  age or th e  looks 
of the  car, if it still ru n s  students 
a re  proudly park ing  them  in  or 
n ea r  the school park ing  lot.

Some of the  newer Oldsmobiles 
are  driven by Cacky Atkins, M ar­
th a  S utton , and  M ary Elizabeth 
Whiitehead. G eneral M otors is also 
represented  by th e  m any  new 
Buicks and  Chevrolets a t  school. 
Chrysler, De Soto and  P lym outh 
autos of th e  Chrysler Corporation 
are being fashioned respectively by 
Lyle Crumpler, H enry  Thom pson, 
and  D ot Ricks.

New cars are  n e a t but we gi>ve a 
sa lu te  to th e  older car&, espe«ially 
Jo h n  G o rh am ’s Chevrolet and 
Jo h n n y  H ughes’ model-A  Ford, 
v/hich is believed to be the  oldest 
auto  driven by a  senior h igh  s tu ­
dent.

BM SHS delegates to the  various 
sum m er conventions, bo th  national 
and  s ta te , w alked off w ith  honors 
th e re  and  b rought back helpful 
h in ts to th e ir  school.

G irls S ta te  was a ttended  by F ay  
B atts , K a th e rn  B atten , and  Cacky 
Atkins. F ay  was elected goivernor 
of G irls’ S tate an d  was thereby 
aw arded the oportunity  to  go to  
G irls N ation  in  W ashington, D. C.

At th e  capital she was m et by 
leading governm ent officals and  
American Legion Auxiliary leaders. 
W hile there  they  stayed a t  The 
Am erican University, w hich was 
th e  :ic«dquaiTers or Uie aelcgdtes.

F ay  sa id  she w as fascinated  a t  
ithe way th e  “politicking” w ent on 
a t th e  election of G irl’s N ation 
officers, th e  Federalist won an d  
th a t  is the  p a r ty  to w hich Fay be­
longed.

W hen she re tu rn ed  to  Rocky 
M ount, F ay  was guest a t  several 
luncheons a t which she told of 
h e r  trip .

KELIGIGUS CONVENTION
Je a n  Edw ards was a  delegate to  

1 he S ix th  N ational Convocation of 
M ethodist Y outh  a t  P urdue U ni­
versity, August 22-26. More th a n  
5,000 young people an d  th e ir  lea ­
ders from  all p a r ts  of A m erica m et 
for a vast m eeting week of wor­
ship, study, and  fellowship.

“O ur C hristian  W itness in  th e  
World of S truggle” was discussed 
a t g rea t lengths by Dr. H en iy  
H iet Crane, Bishop G. Bromley

Oxnan, Dr. Jam es Thom as and  
Bishop G eral Kennedy.

W hen asked w hat she considered 
th e  h igh ligh t of her. trip , J e a n  
said th a t  th e  way th a t  th e  p ro ­
gram s were p lanned  and  executed, 
im pressed h er T he tra in  tr ip  to 
In d ian a  w ith clelegates from  Soutlx 
C arolina and  G eorgia also stands 
out in  he r  mind.

^Stardusters’ Sparkle

Boys Form ‘Cool Combo’
Have you h eard  the  S tardusters, I 

ithat “real cool combo”, composed 
of five senior higli boys whose 
them e song is the  old favorite, 
“S ta rd u st” ?

T his ta len ted  quintet, w hich 
plays both jazz and  dance music 
bu t leans tow ard  the  “jivy” type, 
was organized last year. Jun io rs  
Buddy Cockrell, M arshall Deans, 
and  H erm an Harsey, and  sopho- 
n 'o res  Bobby F isher and  Lee Bul- 
luck were in terested  in  music, and  
used to  get toge ther for jam  ses­
sions. T hen  , as Buddy Cockrell put 
it, they  “just w ent downtown an d  
bought some popular sheet music 
to play.”

As to fu tu re  d a te s  ? Well, to

M arshall D eans tickles th e  ivor­
ies (plays th e  piano to  you), Lee 
Bulluck thum ps th e  bass. Buddy 
Cockrell toots the cornet, H erm an 
H arsey gives the  drum  a  rhy thm ic  
beating, and  Bobby F isher handles 
the  trom bone an d  th e  vocal de ­
p artm en t. (W ith  these  popular 
m usicians an d  th s  b ran d  of music 
they  produce, the  question is “How 
can the “S ta rduste rs” keep from  
being tops?”)

E ngagem ents of th e  group so 
f a r  have been limited. T h ey  have 
played for an  assembly a t the  
R. M. W ilson Jun io r  H igh School 
an d  fo r a  club dance, 
quote Buddy Cockrell again, “M an, 
we w ant (to m ake) some rea l gone 
m usic I”

Want A Prize? 
Try This Test!

I n  co-operation  w ith  two of th e  
tl.^dCrtd, lUe BCACKl»*tvi>-*« 

sponsoring a movie contest th is 
issue.

To th e  first six w ith  the m ost 
correct answ ers will go one pass 
to e ither th e  C enter or Tower T h e ­
atre, Rocky M ount’s m ost m odem  
and  up-to -da te  theatres, bring  you 
the  best in  movie en terta inm en t.

T u rn  in all entries to Poy B rad ­
shaw before the  end of school to ­
morrow!

1. W hat ac to r and  actress have- 
been m arried  th ree  d iffe ren t 
tim es in  as m a n y ' pictures?

2. W h a t recen t p icture h a s  won 
th e  m ost academ y aw ards since 
“Gone W ith T he W ind” ?

3. W hose is .the .voice of each  of 
the following: Pi-ancis th e  Mule, 
Porky Pig, and  Mickey Mouse?

4. N am e th e  movies from  w hich 
th e  following “pop” tu nes cam e: 
“U nchained  Melody”, “Cherry 
P ink  and Apple Blossom W hite”, 
and  “H ea rts”.

5. W ho is th e  most recen t ac to r  
from  Rocky M ount a n d  ^am e 
one pic ture he h as  played in.

C. W hat actor is hav ing  a p icture 
m ade about h is life? W hy is 
th is  p ic tu re  being m ade?

7. W h a t fam ous m usician  is now 
sta rr in g  in  his own movie? (He

plays th e  piano)
8. W h a t ac to r does B race E the ­

ridge favor most,
9. Name a p ic ture th a t  h ad  /the 

m ost to do w ith  the  following 
branches of service: Army, Air 
Force, Navy, and M arines.

10. W ho was voted last y ea r’s best 
actor?

JEAN’S 
Beauty Salon

“The Smartest Thing You 
Wear Is Your Hair”

134 Sunset Ave. Phone 6-6716


