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Bicentennial Has Humor
Nearly everyone has seen the 

Bicentennial Minutes on tele
vision. For those who can’t 
seem to remember, here’s- a 
hint. Your favorite television 
show goes off a minute early 
and a serious looking actor, 
ac t re s s ,  sp o r ts  persona li ty ,  
w ri te r ,  e tc .  a p p e a r s  on the  
scrcen saying. "200 years ago 
today, the Battle of Bunker Hill 
was fought. It was the most 
decisive battle of the Revolu
tionary War. And tha t’s the way 
it w as."  The presentation is so 
solem n and  d rea ry .  In this  
a r t i c l e ,  a new  a p p r o a c h  
will be given to the Bicentennial 
Minutes.

Two-hundred-and-one years 
ago on the day March 23. 1775. 
Virginia spokesm an  Patrick  
H e n r y  f o r c e f u l l y  s a i d ,  
"Give me liberty or give me 
dea th!"  A man with a musket 
pushed his way into the crowd 
and asked, "A re you sure about 
tha t?"  Henry turned very pale 
a n d  s a i d ,  “ J u s t  K id d in g ,  
sir.”  And tha t’s the way it was.

Two-hundred years ago on 
the day April 18, 1775, Paul 
Revere accidentally sat on a 
pitchfork in the hay just as he 
saw the signal in the Old North 
Church. He jumped up and ran 
through the town almost as fast 
as the speed of light. His horse 
felt it was incumbent on him to 
sp rea d  the  m e ssag e ,  so he 
g a l l o p e d  t h r o u g h  th e  to w n  
a f te r  Revere  say ing , “ The 
B r i t i s h  a r e  c o m in g !  T h e  
British are coming!”  And tha t’s 
the way it was.

Two-hundred years ago on 
September 22, 1976, Nathan 
Hale was ex e cu ted  by the  
B r i t i s h  fo r  b e i n g  a s p y .  
Hale was scratching his head at

the time George Washington 
aksed for a volunteer to spy on 
the British. And that 's  the way 
it was.

Two-hundred years ago on 
Christmas Day, December 25,
1776, Martha Washington spent 
Christmas alone with the kids 
while her faithful and brave 
husband, George "flicked his 
Bic”  to light his way across the 
icy Delaware River to Trenton, 
N .J .  to d e fe a t  the  H ess ian  
g a r r i s o n .  W a s h i n g t o n  
stood up straight-forward in the 
boat pointing like a pointer dog 
because he accidentally sat on 
his Bic when it was in full flame 
and couldn’t sit down anymore. 
And tha t’s the way it was.

One-hundred and ninety-nine 
y e a r s  a g o  on  D e c e m b e r  23,
1777, W ash in g to n  and  his 
t r o o p s  s p e n t  a f r e e z i n g  
winter at Valley Forge. Wash
ington took the wooden teeth 
out of his mouth to make a fire 
for his suffering soldiers. (It was 
better than the shirt off his 
back). And tha t’s the way it 
was.

Laserium Plays At UNC
LASERIUM is a fascinating 

and entertaining lasser light 
show that is being presented at 
the Morchead Planetarium on 
the UNC at Chapel Hill campus 
through the 18th of April.

The best way to describe 
LASERIUM. " the  cosmic laser 
conccrt." is probably to say it is 
in d e sc r ib a b le .  However, an 
a t t e m p t  w ill  b e  m a d e .  T h e  
show co n s is ts  of f lash ing ,  
m o v in g  p a t t e r n s  o f  l i g h t  
on the planetarium dome to the 
accompaniment of music, the 
source of the light being a 
single, one-watt krypton gas 
lasser. the patterns of light 
consist of e.xtremely pure and 
sharp colors of red, blue, green, 
and yellow. The laserist, the 
person who operates the laser, 
then produces images resembl
ing anything from rolling clouds 
or fog (with the semi-trans- 
parent illusion) to strings of
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light moving at incredible speed 
in equally incredible patterns. 
All the  p a t te rn s  p roduced  
s t r i k i n g l y  a p p e a r  to  b e  in 
three dimensions, when they 
are in fact projections on a two 
dimensional surface. The music 
is the fourth dimension in the 
production. The artists range 
from G ustav  Holst to Pink 
F lo y d ,  a n d  th e  l i g h t  sh o w  
is adapted very well to the mood 
and nature of the music. This 
writer discovered some music 
he had never heard before of 
which he is now very fond.

The a tm o sp h e re  in the  
p l a n e t a r i u m  is s i m i l a r  to  
th a t  of space ; unknow n. It 
p r o d u c e s  a r a t h e r  e e r i e  
feeling. The promoters obvious
ly have a sense of humor, 
however. In a taped message to 
the audience about the show, 
th e  s o o n - to -b e -sp ec ta to rs  are
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i n f o r m e d  t h a t  a f l a s h  
attachment on a camera will 
"produce a beautiful picture of 
the smooth, white surface of the 
p la n e ta r iu m  d o m e .”  A nother  
c r o w d  p l e a s e r  w a s  t h e  
r e q u e s t  th a t  the  aud ience  
“ r e f r a i n  f ro m  s m o k i n g . . .  
of anything.”

Laserium had its genesis at 
the hands of Ivan Dryer in 1973 
in California. It is easily worth 
the drive to Chapel Hill and the 
admission fee of $2.75. If you 
have the chance, jump at it. On 
top of being entertained, you 
may gain  som e “ cosmic 
a w a r e n e s s . ’ ’
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THE GRYPHON GOOFS — The class now owns “ 2,000 
collectors item s.” (Photo by C. Bulluck)

Gryphon Explains Error
Horrors howled through the 

halls when the GRYPHON staff 
packed the March issue. Six 
pictures were switched. The 
Sports Section was the worst of 
all. The Girl’s Basketball picture 
was transposed with the picture 
of the Boys Varsity Baseball 
te am .  The p ic tu re  of T erry  
M c K n i g h t  “ g o in g  up  fo r  
tw o’’ was sw itched  w ith  a 
b a s e b a l l  p i c t u r e .

Luckily a responsible printer 
was able to correct the mistakes 
over the phone, and the next 
day a new edition (the one 
issued) arrived at Senior High. 
The s ta f f  r e g a in e d  th e ir  
c o m p o s u r e  a n d  now  p o s s 
esses what Mr. Elton Newbern

calls “ 2000 collectors items.”
This kind of error does not 

h ap p e n  o f ten .  The main 
p r o b l e m  is  u s u a l l y  in  
layout by the staff. This occurs 
when not enough space is left 
for an article, so the printer has 
to shift copy and add to another 
pag e .  A long with w orrying 
a b o u t  t h e  m i s t a k e s  in th e  
paper, the staff has to work 
extremely hard to sell ads, meet 
deadlines, and write a minimum 
of two articles per issue.

Many students are quick to 
criticize the paper but will not 
take the time to write out their 
complaints so that they can be 
co r rec ted .  The GRYPHON 
a p p r e c i a t e s  a n y  c o n s t r u c t 
ive criticism.
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