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Dance Success ^  

Is Debatable
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The 1976 Twirp dance has co m e  and  gone. I t  could  
easily  be said to h ave  been one o f  the m ost, i f  not the  
m ost successfu l Twirp  dance  this school has e ver  had  

. . . a t  least as fa r  as a t tendance  is concerned. A count 
o f  invitations show s th a t  around 900 people  a t  least  
stopped in to ta ke  a look. The consensus s e e m s  to be 
tha t every th in g  abou t the  Tw irp  D ance was good . . . 
excep t the band. The Gryphon s ta f f  realizes how m a n y  
people th ey  m a y  endear th e m se lv e s  to by  
editorializing “Chocolate F u n k ,” bu t we shall do so 
regardless.

“Chocolate F u n k ” p layed  a t  R M S H ’s 1975 Junior- 
Senior, art unp leasant exper ience  m o s t  o f  here a t  
Senior High would like to forget.  T hey  w ere  the second  
choice fo r  the Tw irp  Dance, but the  f i r s t  choice fe l l  
through. Social C o m m ittee  m e m b e r s  w ere told tha t  
“Chocolate F u n k ,” had g re a t ly  im proved  with the  
m etam orphosis  it had undergone, nam ely ,  the  
acquisition o f  f i v e  new  m e m b e rs .  W ithout the needed  
t im e, the c o m m it te e  did w hat it could. "Chocolate  
F u n k ” was contracted . R u m b le s  o f  d isapproval were  

im m e d ia te ly  heard, e spec ia lly  f r o m  w hite  students.  
H owever, the s tu d en t body did an a d m ira b le  job  o f  
grinning and bearing it and  a ttend ing  the dance, 
regardless o f  a n y  q u a lm s  abou t the  m us ic  source.

It b ecam e  apparen t tha t “Chocolate F u n k ” was not 
apprecia ted  by  m uch  o f  the  s tu d en t  body, again  
especia lly  the white students. The reason, believe it or 
not, was not tha t the band w as all black, but because it 
fa iled  to p la y  m ore  than one or two recognizable songs
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and was o ften im possib le  to dance  to. A ctua lly , the  
reasons fo r  the dislike  are irre levant. The s im p le  fa c t  
tha t the band was d is liked  is enough.

The th rus t o f  this editorial is: w h y  continue to 
contract a band fo r  school dances  tha t does not p lease  
nearly  as m a n y  s tuden ts  as ano ther  band could? I t  is 
aga inst all logic. The suggestion  o f  this editorial is: 
R M SH  should not con trac t “Chocolate F u n k ,” or the  
sa m e  band under ano ther  nam e, fo r  ano ther dance a t  
RM SH , the a ttendance  would su re ly  be negligible.

A n y  single fa c to r  tha t im p a irs  the  a ttendance  o f  a 
school dance  should be done a w a y  with. “Chocolate  
F u n k ” is such a fac tor.

Bicentennial Production Praised
The fa c u l ty  and s tuden ts  who partic ipa ted  in the  

Bicentennial p ro jec t  on M arch  18 are  to be heartily  
congratulated. T hey  m anaged  to show  tha t i f  the  
people o f  R M SH  se t  their  m in d s  to develop  a pro jec t  
they  can ach ieve  it and do an a d m ira b le  jo b  o f  it.

Planning o f  the m ass-m ed ia  presen ta tion  began last  
fa ll under the guidance o f  Ms. B arbara  Taylor and her  
fa c u l ty  and  s tuden t s ta ff. The idea was to involve as  
m a n y  s tden ts  and  fa c u l ty  a s  possible. M s Taylor  
es t im a te s  tha t 600 people  w ere  invo lved  in som e  
aspec t o f  the production. The in v o lv e m e n t  o f  so m a n y  
people f r o m  d if fe ren t  c lasses, sophom ore, junior, and  
senior, and d if fe ren t  races p roduced  a un ity  am ong  
students, as Mr. L a rry  Gupton said, tha t R M SH  has  
not exper ienced  in a long tim e .
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The production i tse lf  d e se rv e s  as m u ch  p ra ise  as do 

th e  p a r t i c ip a n t s .  T h e  B ic e n t e n n ia l  p r o g r a m ,  
dedicated  to the Class o f  ’76, w as co m prehensive  
production tha t h ighlighted  the  im p o r ta n t  develop 
m en ts  in ou r coun try  over  the p a s t  200 years . The  
sound and light s y s te m s  w ere well coordinated, the  
se ts  and professional, and the sk i ts  w ere  am u s in g  an d  
expressive .

This editorial will not a t te m p t  to n a m e  all those  
people  responsible fo r  bringing about th is  tru ly  im 
p ress ive  p ro jec t  a t  the risk  o f  leaving  som eone  out. 
Those people know  who th ey  are. The B icentennial  
p ro gram  has ach ieved  the u ltim ate . I t  has evoked  a 
spirit fo r  this coun try  f r o m  the h earts  o f  those who did 
not know  tha t tha t sp irit  existed .

The planning of the 1975 
Junior-Senior was carried out in 
a high-handed and somewhat 
slipshod manner by the class of 
1976. Fortunately the class of 
1977 has chosen not to follow in 
our somewhat dubious foot
s te p s .

The problems with last years 
prom developed during the 
s e l e c t i o n  o f  a b a n d .  I t  
would seem that instead of 
working together as a class, the 
members of the band selection 
committee chose to work as 
independent agents. The result 
was a great deal of animosity 
between the black and white 
members of the committee and 
of the Class of ’76. Some more 
persistant cavaliers carried the 
duel to the extent of holding 
their own “ Junior-Senior.”

But this year’s junior class 
has handled all phases of the 
planning with a maturity which 
deserves the respect of the rest 
of the school, especially that of 
the seniors who set them so poor 
an example. The 1976 band 
selection committee worked 
c lo se ly  to s e le c t  a b an d  
which would be acceptable to 
everyone. They voted unani
mously to contract the band 
“ Fudge Ripple.”

The Class of 1977 has taken a 
g rea t deal of criticism and 
n u m e ro u s  p u t-d o w n s  from  
the senior class, but in their 
handling of the Junior-Senior 
they deserve nothing but praise. 
They have worked with a 
o n e n e s s  o f p u rp o s e  th a t  
should be reflected in all the 
endeavors of the entire school 
but is too often lacking. Their 
unity will surely be reflected in 
the Junior-Senior they will 
s p o n s o r  fo r  th e  C lass  of 
’76, in its success and its spirit. 
Hopefully their cooperation will 
not end with the prom but will 
remain with them for the rest of 
their lives.
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Letters To The Editors

V

Dear Editor:
Please convey my congratula

tions to the students and faculty 
of RMSH for their Bicentennial 
production. It was fabulous! The 
time spent in gathering props 
and costumes, doing research, 
taking and organizing the 
s l id e s ,  w r i t in g ,  d e c o ra t in g  
and practicing was well-spent 
indeed, for you produced a 
masterpiece that will long be 
remembered in the annals of 
RMSH. Your spirit was so 
o bv ious  and  co n ta g io u s !  
I’m very proud of you.

Marie K. Maurer 

(Mrs. A.W.)
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To the Editor:
The staff and students of 

Rocky Mount Senior High
school w ould  like to take
this opportunity to thank the 
many individuals, civic organi
zations and businesses who 
c o n t r ib u te d  so g e n e ro u s ly  
to the Bicentennial Program
presented by our students on 
March 18, 1976.

Many priceless costumes 
w e r e  l e n t  to us  by
individuals who value them 
highly;  our  h a n d s o m e  i n 
vitations and programs were 
printed for us free of charge; our 
perform ers and technicians 
r e c e i v e d  e x p e r t  ^ v t i c e

from local citizens; many of our 
materials were either donated or 
purchased with cash contribu
tions from local businesses; the 
media gave us excellent and 
valuable publicity: and finally, 
the citizens of Rocky Mount 
filled our auditorium and gave 
the students a genuine and 
warm standing ovation at the 
end of their performance.

Our students worked hard 
and took a great deal of pride in 
their production.

We feel that the community 
has expressed confidence and 
support in the accomplishments 
of these students.

Thank you very much.
'  » .vElton L. Newbern Jr.


