
FIRST CHRISTMAS
b y : Ann Moore

A l i t t l e  c h i l d ’ s f i r s t  Chris tm asI 
His p a r e n t s  a re  so anx ious  t o  have e v e ry -  
th i n g  p e r f e c t .  The t r e e ,  green and 
shimmering w ith  the  s p a rk le  o f  l i g h t s  
and s i l v e r  b a l l s  and b e l l s ,  i s  p e r f e c 
t i o n .  The b e a u t i f u l l y  wrapped packages 
peek g a i ly  from b en ea th  the  low er b ra n 
ches .  Over th e  h e a r t h j  where a f i r e  i s  
c r a c k l in g  c h e r r i l y ,  hangs b ab y ’ s s to c k 
in g .  Mommie and Daddy have hung t h e i r  
s to c k in g s  t o o .  The e n t i r e  room i s  f u l l  
o f  Christm as c h e e r ,  b u t  i s  i t  f u l l  o f  
C hristm as s p i r i t ?  Nowhere in  th e  room 
i s  th e r e  a n a t i v i t y  scen e .  There i s  no 
mention o f  J e s u s ’ s b i r t h d a y ,  on ly  S an ta  
C laus. I s  t h i s  c h i l d ’ s f i r s t  Christm as 
going to  be t r u l y  p e r f e c t ?

W ill  t h i s  c h i l d ,  s m a l l  as he i s ,  r e 
ce ive  the  im p ress io n  t h a t  Chris tm as i s  
a l l  g e t t i n g  and no g iv in g ?  W ill  S an ta  
Claus be f o r  him a g r e a t e r  symbol of 
Christm as th an  J e su s  C h r is t?  W ill  he 
n e v e r  l e a m  t h a t  th e  reaso n  we c e l e b r a t e  
December 25 i s  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  a n n iv e r 
s a ry  o f  the  b i r t h  o f  J e su s  C h r i s t—th e  
w o r ld ’ s g r e a t e s t  g i f t ?  These p a r e n t s ,  
s o ^ e a m e s t l y  t r y i n g  t o  give a l l  t o  t h e i r  
c h i l d ,  a re  f o r g e t t i n g  the  most im p o r tan t  
g i f t .

Every y e a r  v̂ e h e a r  t a l k  o f  Christm as 
becoming more and more com m ercia lized . 
The m erchants reap the  h a r v e s t  o f  a h o l 
id a y  sea so n .  More and more peop le  t r y  
t o  f in d  th e  most e l a b o r a t e  g i f t s  to  give 
t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  In r e t u r n ,  they  ex p ec t  
expensive  p r e s e n t s  to  be given t o  them.
We seem to  be d r i f t i n g  upon a s e a  o f  ex 
p e n s iv e  e x p e c ta t io n s  and th e  d e s i r e  to  
give g i f t s  o f  h igh  m onetary v a lu e .

Why i s  C hris tm as t h i s  way? Why can 
we n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  the  most p r i z e d  
g i f t s  a re  those  made o r  bought w ith  
g r e a t  c a re  and a s in c e re  d e s i r e  to  
p le a se  the  r e c e iv e r .  The b e s t  g i f t  a 
mother can r e c e iv e  i s  a c a rd  o r  p o th o ld -  
e r  made by the  h an d s ,  th o se  p re c io u s  
hands , o f  h e r  c h i ld .  A f a t h e r ’ s most 
p r i z e d  g i f t  i s  a b ird h o u se  o r  any o b je c t  
made by th e  awkward, c lum sy, b u t  lo v in g  
nands o f  h i s  son . The b e s t  g i f t  a c h i ld  
can re c e iv e  i s  the  look o f  proud jo y  on 
h i s  p a r e n t ’ s face  as  t h a t  c h i ld  g iv e s
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Christm as i s  th e  season  f o r  th e  p e a l  

o f  s i l v e r  b e l l s ,  the l a u g h te r  o f  s m a l l  
c h i l d r e n ,  the  sm e l l  o f  c h e s t n u t s ,  the 
c l e a r ,  c r i s p  b ea u ty  o f  the  snow ^ r e a d 
in g  i t s  g r o a t  w hite  b la n k e t  ov e r  a l l .  
This IS ,'he time f o r  a l l  t o  be happy and 
th a n k f u l  ^o r  the  abundant l i f e  we h a v e ,  
in  a f r e e  n a t io n .

However, th e r e  i s  a sad  s id e  t o  t h i s  
a l s o .  Many peo p le  w i l l  n o t  f e e l  th e  jo y ,  
b u t  w i l l  on ly  e x p e r ie n c e  c o ld ,  h u n g er ,  
and l o n s J in e s s .  For th e s e  peop le  have 
n o th in g .  T h e i r  c h i ld r e n  w i l l  r e c e iv e  
no b r i g h t  to y s  o r  s t r i p e d  candy-canes  o r  
s t u f f e d  s to c k in g s .  They w i l l  f e l l  l e f t  
o u t ,  and th in k  o f  C hris tm as only  as a -  
n o th e r  day t o  t r y  t o  l i v e  th rough .

We are  so  wrapped up in  what 5̂  a re  
going  t o  r e c e i v e ,  what we a re  going  to  
do Christm as day , w hether  ou r  t r e e  i s  
b ig  enough. N ever, w e l l ,a lm o s t  narver,
do we th in k  o f  what someone e l s e  might 
l i k e  o r  what th ey  would g e t  any" p le a s u re  
ou t o f  do ing . We shou ld  review  th e  mean
in g  o f  C h r is tm a s , aga in  and a g a i n , u n t i l  
th e  r e a l  va lue  u n fo ld s  b e fo re  us.

Try doir_ 2  som ething e x t r a  n ice .  - for.-  
someone t h i s  C hris tm as . See i f  you don’ t  
f e e l  a p le a s a n t  s e n s a t io n  go th rough  
y o u r  body v/hen t h e i r  face  glows w ith  a 
b r ig h tn e s s  t h a t  you f e e l  to o .

As you purchase  g i f c s  t h i s  C h ris tm as ,  
have t h i s  ih o u g h t in  mind, ’’This g i f t  i s  
som ething I would l i k e  t o  h a v e ,  so I ' l l  
g ive  i t  t-. t h i s  p e r s o n .  He would l ik e  
i t ,  t o o ’c” Then, you w i l l  have d e r iv e d  
the  f u l l  meaning o f  C hris tm as.

him the  g i f t  which he has lo v in g ly  f a s h 
ioned  viith h i s  own hands. This i s  
C hris tm as s p i r i t !

T h is  y e a r  thousands  o f  sm a l l  c h i ld re n  
w i l l  be e x p e r ie n c in g  t h e i r  f i r s t  C h r i s t 
mases. Are they  going  to  become aware 
o f  the  t r u e  s p i r i t  o r  w i l l  th e y  l e a r n  
only  th e  ’’g e t t i n g ” o f  t h i s  s p e c i a l  h o l i 
day season?  The answer i s  up t o  t h e i r  
p a r e n t s .  Let u s ,  as f u tu r e  p a r e n t s ,  r e 
member th e  t r u e  s p i r i t  o f  C hris tm as so  
t h a t  we may h e lp  ou r  c h i ld r e n  l e a m  the  
deep meaning o f  t h i s  ho ly  s e a so n .


