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Campus Opinion 
Editorial= Separate but equal 
by Shannon Batts 

The day we left for Easter break, I 
was sitting in my history class and we 
were discussing the "separate but 
equaln laws in the South during and 
after ~econstruetion and the Civil 
Rights Movement. A student 'in the 
class asked a queeon that shocked 
me. To most of the white students in 
the class is was just a regular question, 
but to me (the only black student) and 
others who may be more socially con- 
scious, it was an ignomt question that 
spotlighted the racial undertones that 
are so subtlety ingrained in our soci- 
ety. 

These were not her exact words, 
but they were similar: "If they (black 
people) wanted to be so equal, then 
why do they have schools like Howard 
University (an all-Iflack school)?" 

Nor more than forty yea rsago, black 
students would not have been able to 
attend schools like Meredith or any of 
the other originally white colleges and 
universities. Theonly schools that black 
students could attend were all-black 
collegeslike Howard University, NCCU 
(North Carolina Central University), 

A&T and St. Augustine. Sihce integm 
tion, black students have trickled into . 
almost all colleges and universities. 
Even though black students are aregu- 
lar part of originally all-white school, 
they are not an integral part of the 
predominantly white college or uni- 
versity, That's where schools like 
Howard and NCCU come into play. 

Black students have to be an in* 
g d  part of a predominantly black 
school. It's similar to when men ask 
Meredith women "Why do you go to 
an all-girls school? Ifyou feminists have 
fought so hard to get into ours, then 
why are you going to one with just 
girls?" Here at Meredith we can feel 
comfortable in our surroundings. We 
know that we are an integral part of 
our college. We can come onto this 
campus and find people similar to our- 
selves to rehte to and share life expe- 
riences ,with. Students at predomi- 
nantly black schools like A&T and 
NCCU are probably enjoying a similar 
experience. They can walk onto the& 
respective campuses and be sur- 
rounded by people who share similar 
cultural and economic backgrounds, 
and with whom they can discuss what 

it's like to be black in America. That's 
similar to how we discuss what it'slike 
to be womenina "man's" world. More- 
over, by white student (male or fe- 
male) in America, can walk. onto al- 
most any campus in America and be 
surrounded by other students racially 
and economicaUy similar to themselves. 

Students. of any color, age, gen- 
der, ... etc., should attend any college 
or university they see fit. My point is 
not to discourage or encourage all- 
white, all-black, all-male, all-female or 
all-anything colleges. My point is about 

find equality, not a w~y to go back- 
wards and reenter the "separate but 
equaln conditions. 

I'm not trying to open a can of 
worms, or make people angry. But if 
this makes you angry, maybe you 
should consider the source of your 
anger. I wrote this because of my real- 
ization of the importance of the girl's 
question in my history class and the 
ideologies or general beliefs it exem- 
plifies. It's important for us as students 
to examine issues of this nature so that 
the future wiltcontain less racial as- 

why people might separate by choice. sumptions and undertones. 
Usually they are searching for a way to 
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