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Campus Opinion 
~ditorial: Study Abroad 
by Teresa Latham 

When people hearthe word educa- 
tion, they generally seemto think of an 
academic setting. That is not all that I 
think of anymore. 

I spent the last school year (my 
junior year) at the University of 
Humberside in England. Even though I 
was being "formallyn educated during 
my time there, I would have to say that 
the majority ofmy education took place 
outside the classroom. 

Living in a different country for 
nine months was unlike anything I 
have ever done before. Choosing to go 
for a year away from Meredith was a 
challenge I gave myself knowing that 
many more challenges were to come 
that year. In my decision process, I 
came up with many more reasons to 
go than to stay. My pros and cons list 
was clearly pointing to England. 

So this is my question: Why don't 
more Meredith students take advan- 
tage of this tremendous opportunity 
that is available to us? 

Let me explain. The England pre 
gramisan exchange programand there- 
fore, for every student we send, they 

send one to Meredith. Last year only 
three Meredith students went and this 
year, only one. This is not because 
other students were not qualified, it 
was because nobody else wanted to 
go. 

But if you jump across the ocean to 
England more than 300 of their stu- 
dents apply to come to the United 
States. They have to narrow down their 
applicant pool. Why is it that we do 
not recognize the value of going 
abroad? Are we too wrapped up inour 
own culture? 

I just don't understand. Are we 
just a little too cozy for own own good? 

A year in England has so much to 
offer (or any of the other programs). I 
got to meet people fromdzerent parts 
of the world. I went through Europe 
on my Christmas break and England 
and Wales over spring break. I was in 
Paris for Christmas and Munich for 
New Years. I celebrated my twenty- 
first birthday at a pub. It was amazing. 

But most importantly, it wasn't just 
all that I got to see. Because when the 
vacation times were over and I went 
home, home was England. Visiting and 

exploring are marvelous and exciting, 
but actually living in a country is unbe- 
lievable. 

Now, I don't mean to say that it isall 
peaches and cream. You will experi- 
ence bad times as well as good, just like 
you do at Meredith. 

I am sure a lot of you are thinking 
about what you may be leaving b e  
hind, like your family, friends, boy- 
friend, and everything you are accus- 
tomed to. But I can tell you that if they 
truly care about you they wiU be there 

the most rewarding. From it, you will 
gain a stronger will, an expanded per- - 

spective, an open mind, and a greater 
independence than you ever thought 
you could. 

I feel like I am dreaching, but I 
really feel that it is a important part of 
my education and my life and I would 
do it all over again. There are not very 
many chances in life to do something 
like study abroad, and I wish more 
people would take some time to look 
beyond the postcard and actually ex- 

for you when you return. perience a l l  that you can. 
Going abroad will not be the easi- 

est thing to do but I think that it will be 
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Meredith College students are invited to participate in 
the Leadership Development Series at 

North Carolina State Universtiy. 

Choose from over 40 workshops guaranteed to enhance 
your personal and leadership development. Registration is 

going on throughout the semester. 

The three-hour interactive workshops cost $5.00, and 
are held on MondayTuesday, and Wednesday nights in the 

NCSU University Student Center. Gain a competitive edge 
m the job market by'participating in the Leadership DeveE 

opment Series today.The series begins Sept. 26. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Laura Black or Leslie Beddingfield 

NCSU 
University Student Center 
Student Leadership Center 

Campus Box 7306 
Raleigh, NC 27695 

91 9-5 15-2452 

OR 
See Kim Lettlefield in the Office of the Dean of Students 

(second floor, Cate Center) for a registration form and a 
description of each workshop being offered. 


