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Campus Extras 
Adaptation of Ellen 
Foster to be performed 
By Dina Di Maio 

Almost ten years ago, John Creagh 
read a book and fell in love with the 
story. In fact, he loved it so much, he 
decided to prepare it for the stage. 

The book was Ellen Foster by Ra- 
leigh novelist Kaye Gibbons. 

"I read it when it first came out and 
wanted to do it then," said Creagh. 

So he adapted the novel himself. 
Although he wasn't pleased with his 
adaptation, he finished it. He then 
asked Gibbons, who owned the rights 
to Ellen Foster, for permission to per- 
form it. She told him that Hallmark 
Hall of Fame was turning the novel 
into a TV movie, and that he couldn't 
perform it at that time. Gibbons did 
tell him that a professional company 
in Philadelphia had performed it al- 
ready. 

But Creagh didn't shelve the idea 
just yet. He contacted Aaron Posner, 
writer and director of Ellen 

Foster, at the Arden Theatre Com- 
pany in Philadelphia. Posner agreed 
to let Creagh use his version of the 
play. 

"He has been very generous about 
changing some things," Creagh said. 
Posner's performance of the play in 
1994 recei~ed rave reviews from nu- 
merous Philadelphia-area critics. 

So after a few years, Gibbons gave 
Meredith permission to perform the 
novel before it became a TV movie. 

"I'm asked for permission a lot, 
and I don't give it," she said in a 
telephone interview. She gave 
Meredith permission because "it was 
local" and she "knew the script." 

"I trusted [Creagh] with it, and I 
don't give permission to people I don't 
trust," Gibbons said. 

So after years of planning and push- 
ing, Creagh finally got his dream of 
producing Ellen Foster, a play he de- 
scribes as "perfect" for a women's 
college because of its heroine, Ellen. 
Ellen, a young girl from North Caro- 
lina, must battle poverty, abuse, and 
neglect at the hands of many family 
members, but she comes out trium- 
phant. 

Creagh said Ellen Foster is a "tri- 

umph of the human spirit." 
The play's script sticks pretty closely 

to the novel, as does the TV script, with 
minor changes for performance on 
stage. Some dialogue not in the book 
was added, and the actors did a little 
improvising as well. 

"Ninety-five percent of the words in 
the play areverbatim," Creagh said. "It's 
as close to the original as we could make 
it." Creagh noted that the first three 
pages of the script are exactly like the 
novel. 

Rehearsals for Ellen Foster are c u -  
rently underway. The cast of 15 has 
been working extra hard, "five nights a 
week for five weeks-about 250 hours, " 
said Creagh. 

One woman, Phyllis Gay, was sitting 
in on try-outs and considering audition- 
ing. Creagh told her to read for a part 
right there. She said yes, and now she's 
playing the parts of Starletta's mom and 
Mavis. 
. For die-hard Ellen Foster fans, the 

wait for the TV movie is just about over. 
It is scheduled for a September release. 
Gibbons is pleased. "Sometimes I feel 
as though I've lost control of it," she 
said, "but it's been so long since I've 
written it." She feels that Hallmark will 
do a good job as well. 

Opening night for the play is Febru- 
ary 27. Gibbons will be coming to a 
performance with "about 13 family 
members. " 

"If I didn't expect it to be good, I 
wouldn't go," she said. 

When asked what she hopes people 
will gain from her story, Gibbons said 
she doesn't write for "social reasons or 
to entertain. " 

She writes for herself. "I need a job 
that pleases me everyday and invariably 
pleases other people," she said. 

Creagh, onthe other hand, said, "If 
people have a good cry at this play, then 
I will be satisfied." 

Summer Jobs 

Camp Rim Rock for Girls 
Work this summer in the beautiful mountains of West Virginia 

Come enjoy working with children as a general counselor or 
sharing your talents as arl, instructor in: 

Swimming, Drama, Riding, Canoeing, Dance, Soccer, Tennis, 
Volleyball, Arts and Crafts, Environmental Education, Archery 

College credit possible, according to college policy. 

Information packets available in the Financial Aid Office, 208 
Johnson Hall. Or, for more information, call Marie DelForge at 

469-8036. 


