2 Campus Opinion
Senior parking a problem

I try not to complain about the parking situation here at Meredith

because I know how hellacious the problem of parking can be on other

o campuses. For example, my friends at Carolina have to make a two mile

EdltOI’ trek off campus to the lot where they park. At Appalachian State, one
parking lot is clear across town, accessibie only by a long bus ride.

Inlightof these issues, I should feel lucky that the parking space that is the extreme farthesfrom
my dorm is still within walking distance. And I do feel lucky. However, I am experiencing a slight
dilemma with the senior parking situation. What's the problem? I'm having areally hard time finding
any senior parking.

Lastsemester, it wasn’t such a big deal. There were two less senior parking spaces than there were
seniors, so occasionally I couldn’t find a space near Barefoot and had to park in the Pit. That wasn’t
a problem. A rare afternoon (or midnight) stroll through the parking lots was a nice diversion and,
bey, I needed the exercise. ‘ , '

But, this semester I’m getting way too much exercise. About 20 juniors who had enough hours
to be first semester seniors got senior parking stickers in January, according to the security office.
Now there are 22 less spaces than there are seniors, which totally throws the system out of whack.
Now I'm finding myself darting from the very bottom of the Pit more often than I’d like. Three times
during one week, I was banished to the Pitafter cruising unsuccessfully for a senior space. My friends
and I are starting to get physically violent over which of us has to drive places and lose her parking
space.

I realize that other students have to walk a good distance to their cars everyday, but I did, too,
when [ didn’t have the privilege of senior parking. I did my time as an underclasswoman, parking
near Faircloth Street and waiting for the day when I could slide into a space marked “senior.” And
now that ['m fixing to graduate in three months, I'm being denied this upperclasswoman reward?
How rude. ,

According to theregistrar’s office, “very few” students graduate from Meredith a semester early,
s0 most likely those 20 first semester seniors who just got their parking stickers will be taking
advantage of senior parking privileges for three semesters. In my opinion, that’s not going to cut it.
Idon’t want to be denied my parking privilege three times a week so another student can have it for
a year and a half, -

{'d pictured someone taller.{
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