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Sanderson makes kids smile through Operation Toy Box 
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Christy Sanderson is not yourtypi- 
cal college student. She is the founder 
and president of the non-profit organi- 
zation Operation Toy Box. Originally 
from WakeForest, Sandersonis afresh- 
man considering majoring in business 
administration as she fulfills her many 
duties as president of her newly- 
founded organization. Hermom, Carol, 
is thevice-president, and shealso works 
in the Office of Ficial A d  here at 
Meredith. 

With a seven-member board ofs 
trustees, Operation Toy Box is a non- 
profit organization dedicated to pro- 
viding new or used toys, books, 
puzzles, games, and videos to children 
whose lives have been affected by 
disaster. 

It began in 1995 as Sanderson sat 
in her living room watching a WRAL- 
TV 5 repon on the destruction Hutri- 
cane Marilyn had caused to the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. In the report, she saw a 
little boy pushing a cart with a beat-up 
fire truck inside it. He turned to the 
camera and smiled, and in doing so, 
touched her heart. She began to cry 

and said, "I have a room full of stuffed 
animals, and this little boy with only 
one toy can smile." 

Over the last two years, this boy's 
one smile has provided many other 
children with smiles. 

With the help of her mom and 
various other volunteers and donations, 
Sandenon sent 6,000 toys to the U.S. 
Vigin Islands. However, this step was 
just the beginning for this project. 

Later in 1997, Operation Toy Box 
provided toys to kids who were af- 
fected by the flood in North Dakota. 
With the help of volunteers, over 
10,000 toys were collected. 

Operation Toy Box is now in part- 
nership with the Raleigh Chapter of 
the American Red Cross, an organiza- 
tion that provides an avenue for them 
to get and to send toys. About two 
weeks ago, Operation Toy Box re- 
ceived its confirmation from the IRS 
that it is now an official non-profit 
corporation. Approximately 4,000 of 
the collected toys are being stored in 
OperationToy Box's building in Wake 
.Forest. 

Sandenon has received numerous 
thank-you and recognition letters for 

her work from people and organiza- 
tions like the House of Representa- 
tives, Wesleyan Academy, and the 
Diocese of St. Thomas in the Vigin 
Islands. She also has been featured in 
thenewspaper The News & Observer 
and in other papers like the Franklin 
Times, Herald Sun, and Chicago Tri- 
bune. She even has been on WRAL- 
TV 5, NBC 17, and WTVD- 11. 

People Magazine visited 
Sanderson and toured Meredith Sep- 
tember 24. She said, "It was an experi- 
ence that I will always remember. I 
had so much fun!" With two photogra- 
phers snapping pictmsconstantly, she 
said it was a relief they did not follow 
her to class, but she missed them when 
they left. Sanderson, the interviewer, 
and the photographers ate in the Bee- 
hive. She said as she ate her bagel and 
drank her hot chocolate, they made her 
feel like a celebrity for the day. 

Sandersonstressed theimportance 
of volunteers to Operation Toy Box. 
She stated, "It is important tome to see 
kids smile, and I feel so good knowing 
that I've made a difference in a child's 
life." She also said, "Most people who 
come to volunteer usually plan to only 

stay for a couple of buts, but they 
sometimes stay a lot longer." 

She feels Meredith is a good outlet 
for volunteers. This year, Operation 
Toy Box is also participating in Fam- 
ily Day, and they will have clowns, 
face-painting, and storytelling. 

As she continues with her classes 
and activities here at Meredith, she 
still finds time to devote to her organi- 
zation. When asked how she handles 

all of the personalpublicity, she quickly 
said, "This project is me. It is my life." 

Sanderson is a dedicated, sincere, 
and giving person who devotes all of 
her time and energy to anything that 
she believes in, and she encourages 
anyone who would be interested in 
being a volunteer for Operation Toy 
Box to give her a call. She said, "We 
are always in need of extra volun- 
teers." 

initiative in bringing operation Toy Box to children in need. 
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Visiting lecturer Doug Adams connects religion and art 
Bml HAU 
lam E& 

Dr. Doug Adams delivered his lec- 
ture "Discerning Biblical Themes in 
Contempomy Artand F i t o a n e a r l y  
full Ledford 101 Sept. 23. 

Adams, 52, was briefly introduced 
by Dr. Bob Vance, head of the eligion 
department. Vance informed the audi- 
ence of Adam's current position as 
professor of Christianity and 
the Am at the Pacific School 
of Religion and as the doc- 
toral faculty of the Graduate 
Theological Union at Berke- 
ley, CA. Adam achieve- 
ments include writing; six 
books, around f50 articles, 
and nearly 40 book reviews, 
and lecturing at over 70 art, 
dance, or religion depart- 
ments in colleges, univasi- 
ties, and seminaries. 

Dr. BemieCochran, a re- 
ligion professor, said of 
Adams, "It is rare to find 
someone with such creden- 
tials in both areas (art and 
religion)." 

Vance said, "Adam puts 
art i the larger pspectlve 
of Western culture." 

Adams said that our perception of 
art is based on our perspective or what 
we expect. Adams examined several 
pieces of contemporary art by George 
Segal, Stephen De Staebler, Jasper 
Johns, and Christo, and brought the 
audience's attention to the arts' use of 
religious symbolism. 

Adan~s is a northern Illinois native 
who grew up in thecongregation of the 

United Church of Christ. Aftex gradu- 
ating from high school, he planned to 
go into the minisay so he enrolled at 
Duke where he received his B .A. While 
he was at Duke during the 1960s, 
Adam began to see the impact of at 
on religion and vice versa. 

Oneexampleof this impact he saw 
in the changed attitude of hi room- 
mate. This roommate had a very "you 

get what you deserve'' atti- 
tude. After he saw Victor 
Hugo's Les Miserables, his 
perspective changed. In the 
story a thief is forgiven un- 
conditionally by the man 
he rob bed. This scene taught 
Adams' roommate about 
the beauty of grace. 

Senior Erika Sexton, an 
art major, said she attended 
the lecture to learn about 
the religious aspects of art 
that teachers usually over- 
look in preference for po- 
litical and abstract ideas. 

Blue Greenberg, asso- 
ciate professor of art and 
faculty emeritus, appreci- 
ated Adams' sense of hu- 
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Dr. Doug Adarns visited with art and religion students mar. "He has real k~owl- 

throughout his lecture series at Meredith College. edge of both art and reli- 
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gion," she said. 
Vance said Adams' lecture was 

exciting and provocative and that it 
"brought new insight into the latest in 
art which includes ancient themes." 

Adams' lecture was funded by the 
MercerIKesler fund. This fund was 
created by theMercer and Kesler fami- 
lies to honor Isaac Mercer, a former 
teacher, and John Kesler, a former 
trustee, both of whom were interested 
in art and religion. The lecture fund 
has been used nearly annually for 5 
years. 


