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6 Camvus O~inion  
smithfield spreads lies 

In just the past week, a new television ad has made an attempt 
to promote the image of the corporation it represents. That corpo- 
ration is Smithfield Foods, the owner of the largest hog farm in 

North Carolina and one of the major meat 
industries on the East Coast. 

The ad depicts an older man talking to 

Edit or his grandson, telling him of the importance 
of respecting the environment and the 
necessity of preserving what we have. 

That's right, Smithfield Foods is now trying to get environmental, 
as if any company that produces meat in mass quantities with lit- 
tle regard for production methods could actually consider itself 
environmentally conscious. 

Only a year after the torrential rains of Hurricane Floyd and the 
flooding in its aftermath, Smithfield Foods, whose North Carolina 
plant is only miles from Raleigh, wants us to forget the inordinate 
amounts of waste that flowed into the waters of Eastern North Car- 
olina. The company wants us to forget about the environmental 
problems it created last year from its so-called hog "lagoons." 

But who could forget the pictures in the newspapers of the dead 
hogs floating in the water, the pictures of the bright-pink water 
itself, swollen with waste? Anyone who could forget those images 
and instead believe the ad's self-promoting rhetoric should not 
even be allowed to own a television. 

The ad is an appeal to sentimentality. (A grandfather and grand- 
son? How cute.) The ad is fiction. It tries to deceive North Car- 
olinians into thinking that Smithfield Foods is just their friendly 
neighborhood farm. 

Wrong. Smithfield Foods is a huge conglomerate. It does not 
care about the environmental impact of its plants; if it does make 
changes, it is only because the company does not want to have to 
pay any more fines. 

Remember the devastation. Remember the undrinkable water. 
Those are the things that Smithfield wants us to forget. 
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Submissions must be 
received by 1 p.m on 
the Monday before 
Wednesday's publica- 
tion. 

Submissions can be 
brought to the Publica- 
tions Office, 208 Cate 
Center. 

Submissions include 
letters to the editor, 
press releases and fea- 
ture articles. 

Letters to the Editor Policy: 

Everyone in the Meredith community is invited 
md encouraged to write a letter to the editor. All 
~b l i shed  letters must be typewritten with a con- 
.act name, address, and telephone number, and all 
letters must be signed by the author in order to be 
mblished. 

The Herald reserves the right to place any othe~ 
irticle submissions on file until needed or to 
:hoose not to print them. The Herald also has the 
ight to edit~submissions for space restrictions, 
;rammar and style. 

Opinions ex ressed in letters to the editor do 
not represent t \ e opinions of the editorial staff. 


