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Second Opinion 
Cell research is controversial but is a must 

CHRISTY KIMBALL 
Staff Reporter 

It's a month 
after Bush's 
decision on 
stem cells, but 
the debate is in 
no embryonic 
stage 

Within the next ten years, 
there will be a soar in the 
implication and development 
of biotechnology and biomed- 
ical research. 

The first is a very controver- 
sial discovery: embryonic stem 
cells. 

i It promises to be beneficial, 
but the more pertinent question 
is whether it crosses the line of 

medical ethics. 
Embryonic stem cells are 

basically "wild card" cells. 
They are cells that have not yet 
differentiated into their specific 
cell type such as heart, muscle, 
brain, skin or other tissue. 

Stem cells are the 

led by Dr. James Thompson, a Institute of Health allowing the 
University of Wisconsin biolo- agency to use WARF's five 
gist. stem cell lines. 

The Wisconsin Alumni There are sixty-four stem 
Research ~ u n d  (WARF) owns cell lines all over the world that 
the U. S. patent on the method fall under President Bush's cri- 
used to find embryonic stem teria for federally funded 

research. 
basic building Bush's criteria 
blocks for approxi- are that the cell 
mately 260 cell "Stem cell research is not "killing lines had to have - 
types in the human been both in exis- 
hodv. babies" but is simply extracting a ,,,,, on , --- . - . . . - - . . a ,  

f i e y  COUM be special type of cell. It will be a bless- zoo1 and come 
used to treat dia- ing to millions of people ..." from a surplus of 
betes, Parkinson's embryos from fer- 
disease, Alzheimer's tility clinics. 
disease, heart dis- Also, embryo 

stem cells does kill the embryo, 
but embryos do have a shelf 
life and when they reach this 
deadline they are discarded. 

An embryo is a very primi- 
tive form of life. It is not to be 
confused with a fetus. Stem 
cell research is not "killing 
babies" but is simply extracting 
a special types of cell. It will be 
a blessing to millions of people 
and those people's families. 

Stem cell research is only 
the beg,inning of many great 
and useful discoveries. It is 
important to know all the facts 
and not form an obinion in 
haste. Stem cells mav save 

ease or other disorders. 
There is no doubt. If the 

cells are harvested and used 
correctly, and if the theory can 
match the science, they could 
save millions of lives. 

Embryonic stem cells were 
discovered in 1998 by a team 

cells. 
WARF licenses this stem 

cell technology to researchers 
at both academic and non-prof- 
it institutions as well as to 
some corporations. WARF and 
its subsidiary, WiCell, reached 
an agreement with the National 

parents had to have consented your life one day. 
to give up the embryos for 
research without compensa- 
tion. 

The controversy comes from 
anti-abortionists who equivo- 
cate stem cell research with 

\ 

abortion. The extraction of 
. 

Reflecting on the Attack 

While eating lunch in Belk Dining Hall, freshman Guirimte Habtemariah 
watches the latest news coverage on the terrorist attack on the United 
States. Across campus yesterday, students were glued to their televi- 
sions, watching stations such a s  CNN for the latest update. 


