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Our Song is an accurate tune 
for the teenage life 

TANESHA WILLIAMS 
Contributing Writer 

The plot needs 
work, but it is worth 
seeing for its realis- 
tic depiction of 
teenage life. 

I wasn't entirely sure what to 
expect from the film Our Song. 

After all, the film has a low 
profile and is currently being 
shown only in a few theatres in 
the area. 

. From the title and a quick 
look at a preview, I thought that 
Our Song would be another 
cliche movie about feenage 
divas making it big in the 
world of music. 

I was way off about the 
cliche diva part but right on tar- 
get with the teenage aspect. . 

Directorlwriter John McKay 
cleverly and impressively cap- 
tures the story of three teenage 
girls growing up in Brooklyn, 
New York. 

The girls, Lanisha Brown 
(Kerry Washington), Joycelyn 
Clifton (Anna Simpson) and 
Maria Hernandez (Melissa 
Martinez) are best friends 
whose relationships change 

gradually over a hot summer as 
they approach Labor Day. 

The girls find a common 
bond in the Stepper's Marching 
Band but come to different 
paths in their lives once they 
find out that their school is 
closing. 

If there is one thing going 
for this film, it is its realism. 

McKay uses the streets of 
Brooklyn and the actresses to 
create a film that feels more 
like a documentary. 

The setting is superb 
because its simplicity captures 
the essence of the story. 

The girls are supposed to 
live in a rough area; hence the 
movie was filmed in a neigh- 
borhood far from the clean 
streets of a residential develop- 
ment. 

The reality of the movie is 
further displayed through the 
simple scenes such as those 
where the characters walk 
down the streets talking or just 
hanging out. 

The actresses in the movie 
act naturally and completely 
free. 

It was nice to see teenagers 
who looked like teenagers. 

The actresses wear very little 
make-up and opt for t-shirts 
and ponytails. 

The interaction between the 
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characters is also very casual. 
Throughout the movie it feels 
as if they were saying what 
they would say on any normal 
day in any ordinary conversa- 
tion. 

The script is well written and 
the actresses succeed in carry- 
ing it out. 

McKay develops the strong 
characters of Maria, Lanisha 
and Joycelyn by making them 
typical teenage girls who expe- 
rience the drama of teenage 
life. 

Although the girls have their 
typical fun of shoplifting, flirt- 
ing, hanging out and partying, 
each of them experiences new 
revelations in her life. 

Maria has to face an 
unplanned pregnancy and the 
challenge of getting into a new- 
school. 

Joycelyn has to decide 
between old friends and a new 
crowd. 

Lanisha is left in the middle 
trying to keep the world from 
falling apart. 

If there is one thing the 
movie is missing, it is a plot. 

The movie runs only 96 min- 
utes and throughout that dura- 
tion of time I kept wondering 
when I was going to get to the 
story. 

Somehow McKay manages 

to skip right over a plot when 
creating this film. 

There was definitely no ris- 
ing action, climax or resolu- 
tion. Maybe the lack of plot 
was intentional. 

Perhaps McKay's hope was 
to tell a story that did not have 
any real climax. 

The film moved progres- 
sively, showing the affairs of 
each girl but it never resolved 
their problems. 

In addition to the lack of 
plot, the film also leaves ques- 
tions unanswered. 

For example, I'm still won- 
dering what happened to Lan- 
isha after her dramatic asthma 
attack and what the stain on 
Maria's shirt was. Also, what 
happened to Joycelyn at the 
end of the story? 

There were also a few 
moments when scenes seemed 
out of place. 

Many times I found myself 
asking, "What is the point of 
that?" 

However, one of the best 
elements of the film was the 
Stepper's Marching Band even 
though the viewer sees limited 
footage of it. 

The viewer cannot see 
everything the band is doing 
because the cinematographer 
chose selective shots as 

opposed to the entire view. 
Our Song dispenses stereo- 

types about teenage movies 
while at the same time filling 
several stereotypes about 
teenagers. 

Thanks to the actresses and 
the setting, this movie feels 
natural. 

However, look out for the 
actions of the characters, such 
as shoplifting, drug use, and 
profanity, which add to the 
stereotypes of teenagers and 
also cause the movie to be 
rated R. 


