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Meredith holds first 

women's history conference 
Surrounding 

schools will join in the 
discussion on public 
policy. 
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More than 19 scholars from 
several N.C. universities and 
colleges and Secretary of 
State Elaine Marshall will 
visit Meredith's campus on 
Friday, March 22 from 7:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. as partici- 
pants of the first annual 
Women's History Conference, 
presented by the Department 
of History and Politics. 

The conference, themed 
"Women Shaping Public Poli- 
cy in Global Community," 
will begin with registration 
from 7:30-8 a.m. Sessions 
will start at 8:45 a.m. and will 
run until 5:30 p.m. 

This one-day interdiscipli- 
nary conference will feature 
scholars from universities and 
colleges including NC State, 
UNC-Chapel Hill, Duke, 
Davidson, Wake Forest, North 
Carolina Central, Saint 
Augustine's and Meredith. 

According to Dr. Joyce 
Blackwell-Johnson, professor 
of history and politics, scholars 
will present papers on the role 
that women have played in 
shaping public dialogue and 
policy, relative to women and 
gender issues, in their respec- 
tive communities, past and pre- 
sent. 

Blackwell-Johnson, who 
had the idea for the conference 
before coming to Meredith, 
explained, "I believe that 
Meredith is an ideal place for a 
Women's History Conference. 
It is a women's college, with a 
rich history and a long list of 
men and women who have 
helped to shape public policy 
and dialogue about women's 
issues." 

According to Blackwell- 
Johnson, the conference con- 
sists of seven sessions. The 
morning sessions, which last 
until 11  : 15 a.m., will take place 
in Dogwood A. The afternoon 
sessions, which run from 
12:55-5:45 p.m., will take 
place in the Chapel Commons 
Room. 

She added that the luncheon, 
featuring keynote speaker 
Marshall, will be held from 

1 1  :25 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in 
the Oak Room. Marshall will 
deliver a speech entitled 
"History Really is What you 
Make of It." Dr. William 
Price, professor of history 
gnd politics, will preside at 
the luncheon. 

In addition to Blackwell- 
Johnson and program com- 
mittee co-chair Dr. Carolyn 
Happer, professor of history 
and politics, several Mered- 
ith undergraduate students 
are also working on prepara- 
tions for the conference. 

Students will help with the 
conference in four major 
areas: chairs of panels-intro- 
ducing panel members and 
keeping time, hostesses- 
directing and offering assis- 
tance to guests, assisting 
with registration and assist- 
ing with the luncheon. 

"I have been so pleased 
with the level of interest by 
Meredith's students and their 
eagerness to assist in anyway 
possible," stated Blackwell- 
Johnson. 

She added that students 
are also working behind the 
scenes on publicity, name 
tags, designing tickets and 
programs and communicat- 
ing with conference partici- 
pants about needed informa- 
tion or materials. 

Annette Snyder, a senior 
history major and education 
major, designed fliers and 
sent them to every college 
and university in N.C. She 
said of the conference, "It is 
important for Meredith to 
host the Women's History 
Conference because it allows 
us to spotlight women's 
issues." 

Blackwell-Johnson report- 

ed that the response for sub- 
mitting proposals has been 
excellent and that "the confer- 
ence is open to the entire 
campus community and the 
public-at-large." 

Of the conference's future, 
Blackwell-Johnson said, "I do 
plan to make the conference 
an annual event. Furthermore, 
I plan to take the conference 
national next year. With more 
time to plan, and a great data 
base for potential 
speakerslpresenters, I believe 
that this goal can be accom- 
plished." 

She added that she will be. 
presenting at the Berkshire 
Conference on Women in 
Storrs, Conneticut in June. As 
the largest conference for 
scholars conducting research 
on women's issues in the 
United States, the conference 
will present Blackwell-John- 
son an opportunity to "net- 
work and invite persons to 
campus next year." 

She added, "If participation 
is high, I plan to have a two- 
day conference. We'll see." 

Blackwell-Johnson also 
explained that the conference 
would not have been possible 
without generous funding 
from the Office of Academic 
Affairs and the Department of 
History and Politics. 

According to Snyder, "The 
conference strengthens what 
we are as a women's college." 

Tickets to Luncheon cost 
$9 for non-students and $5 for 
students. The last day to pur- 
chase tickets is Friday, March 
15. Call 760-2289 or email 
johnsonj @meredith.edu if 
you will be able to attend or 
for more information. 

Alcohol Awateness Neek 

Monday 
March 4- 6:30pm Cate Center zd Floor Lounge 

"Rape Under the Influence - Sexual Assault on Campus 
View this eye opening docudrama 
Free pma and drinks will be served 

Wednesday 
March 6- 7:30, 1' Stnngfield Parlor. 

"String-break" 
Get ready for spnnp break with mocktruls, a limbo contest. 
huh-hoop contest. best Hawaiian outfit competition ... 
Door prizes and more! 

Sponsored by Commuter Life and Special Services, 
the Counseling Center and Stringfield Residence Hall Board. 


