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Even if a 
student has a solid 
academic record ... a 
score on one test may 
keep her out of the 
graduate school of 
her choice. 
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The end of the school year is 
quickly approaching, leaving 
many students to wonder 
where they will be after May. 

For a number of students, 
plans after May include 
graduate school, and with 
graduate school comes the 
headache of taking 
standardized tests. 

The LSAT, MCAT, GRE and 
GMAT are just some of the 
standardized tests that students 
worry about, study for and 
ultimately despise. 

My biggest gri.pe about 
standardized testing is that 
graduate and professional 
schools weigh them so heavily 
in admissions decisions. 

That means that one test on 
one measly day can make you 
or break you in the minds of 
admissions officers. Even if a 
student has a solid academic 
record, worthy extracurricular 
activities, impressive recom- 
mendation letters and has 
exhibited admirable leadership 
skills--a score on one test may 
keep her out of the graduate 
school of their choice. 

My next gripe about stan- 
dardized tests is the material 
covered in them. 

Why should an English or 

history major be expected to 
know calculus? 

On the other hand, why 
should a chemistry or math 
major be expected to know 
what a diatribe is? 

I understand the theory 
behind standardized tests: 
grades are relative to the insti- 
tution; an A at one school may 
not be comparable to an A at 
another. Standardized tests are 
a way to put everyone on a 
level playing field so that they 
can be judged by a common 
variable. 

However, if standardized 
tests are needed, then why 
can't, for example, math 
majors take a standardized test 
that deals with math, not 
analogies. After all, math is 
what they are best at, and it is 
the field they plan to pursue in 
graduate school. 

Since standardized tests 
have been required for adrrils- 
sion into graduate schools for 
some time, it is unlikely that 
they will be looked upon as 
unnecessary any time soon. 

In the mean time, students 
will have to continue to spend 
thousands of dollars on Kaplan 
courses in hopes of doing well 
in a subject area that they have 
not taken a course in since 
their freshman year. 

The XKid's 

Come and see this four star licensed family daycare. 
We are now accepting children from ages 2 through 5. 

The daycare is open from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and provides 
ictivities for children. Frances Burke operates this program ou 

of her home in the 27606 area and offers 17 years of 
experience and references. Also, she is certified 

in CPRIFirst Aid. 
You're children will love the environment. 

C d  851-7493 for more 
information. 
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