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It has recently been 
brought to my attention that 
several Meredith students 
recently camped out on 
campus in order to raise 
money for homeless chil- 
dren to go to camp in West 
Virginia and to bring the 
issue of homelessness to 
the attention of the 
Meredith community. 

These students kept a 
basket outside their boxes 
to collect money to go 
toward Scottie's Place, an 
organization whose goal is 
to give homeless children 
the opportunity to experi- 
ence camp fun and be a 
normal child for a period of 
time. 

According to these stu- 
dents, not a single Meredith 
student contributed to their 
cause. In fact, many stu- 
dents returning from the 
Ring Dinner were walking 
to their dorm rooms and 
were scared of the students 
sleeping in the boxes 
because they thought they 

who had made their home- 
on campus. One of the stu- 
dents made a rude remark 
and walked quickly away 
fiom the students. 

I was appalled at this 
story for two reasons: First, 
we are all fortunate enough 
to have the opportunity to 
attend college but no one 
was willing to give even a 
nickel to those who are less 
fortunate than we are and 
secondly, there are students 
on our campus who are 
sheltered enough to be 
taken back at the sight of 
people they thought were 
homeless. 

I found it amazing that 
people who paid $25 for 
tickets to the ring dinner, 
another $1 0 for a R i g  
Dinner shirt, and then 
another $400 or more for a 
class ring would not give 
the change in the pockets 
of their $50 pair of pants to 
help homeless children. 

They should realize that 

can afford to drive a Benz 
on the Beltline, eat at 
Tripp's, and go dancing at 
Cantina. Believe it or not, 
there are people in Raleigh 
who don't drive anything, 
don't eat anything, and 
don't have the energy to 
dance because they are so 
hungry and cold. 

I would bet that students 
at Meredith would be sur- 
prised to know that there is 
a possibility that' some stu- 
dents at Meredith have 
been homeless at one time 
or another. 

Thankfully, some private 
donors were generous 
enough to help the stu- 
dents' cause. Wakefield 
High School students stu- 
dents also came out 
Saturday and helped the 
Meredith students raise 
$300. Overall, their effort 
yielded about $1,300. 

There is a common per- 
ception that people are 
homeless because they 
have done something to 

I'm sure this is true, but to 
categorize everyone who is 
forced to sleep on the 
streets as being in this 
group would be a mistake. 
There are people who are 
homeless because they 
have lost their job during 
the recession that we have 
found ourselves in, and 
some people have been 
forced out of their homes 
because of domestic prob- 
lems and mental illness. 

Another common misper- 
ception of the homeless is 
that they are all uneducated 
and unskilled. The 
Washington Post reported 
in a story written last year 
about the demographics of 
the average homeless per- 
son in America that 47 per- 
cent of people on the 
streets in our country have 
some education past high 
school. Another 22 percent 
once had careers in such 
professions as teaching, 
accounting, law enforce- 
ment and nursing. 

ical of college students in 
general and Meredith stu- 
dents in particular for being 
consumed with the life they 
live and forgetting about 
others who may not have it 
as good we do. 

When I heard this story I 
wasn't completely surprised 
because I know how col- 
lege students have a ten- 
dency to ignore the world 
around them. However, I 
was frustrated that even 
afiey-ecent events like 
September 11 th and the 
sniper attacks, some stu- 
dents are still consumed by 
their own lives and do not 
give a thought to what 
other people go through on 
a daily basis. 

This may seem "obnox- 
iously extreme and liberal," 
but I hope our generation 
wakes up soon to realize 
things go on outside our 
comfort zones 

There are people around 
the world, and right here in 
Raleigh, who live lives that 

V 

not everyone in Raleigh deserve it. In some cases, In the past, 1'vk been crit- make Ours look 
like a fairytale. 
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