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Deck the dorms with 
credit or debit! No matter 
how much you resist, 
somehow you always man- 
age to overspend during the 
holiday season. Join the 
club. During the rampant 
retail buying blitz so com- 
mon around Christmas 
time, consumer impulse 
buying is at its highest. 
Procrastination is usually 
attributed to this buying 
trend. Donlt become 'a sta- 
tistic; beat the consumer 
reports by doing your 
homework. That's right, 
research. I know a style 

Fashionable and affordable 
holiday gift ideas 

sawy student's work is 
never done, but your extra 
cash-filled clutch will thank 
you for it. 

First, find out what the 
hottest holiday gifts are this 
season before even entering 
into mega-mall mania. The 
hottest gifts this season 
range fiom faux-fur chub- 
bies to monogrammed 
wristlets. Remember, luxe 
is the theme for the season. 
Here are some great gift 
ideas to give (or receive) 
this very merry Christmas: 
faux-fur statement boots 
with satin laces, cool cos- 
metic candy, whacky 
watches that double as 

bracelets, monogrammed 
handbags, faux-fur 
bombers (a.k.a. chubbies), 
vintage pieces like 
sweaters, broaches, or tea 
sets, cashmere scarves and 
sweaters, "estate" jewelry 
like the popular chandelier 
earrings and faux-crocodile 
bags or gloves. 

Second, remember the 
slogan, "Luxe for less." 
Yes. It is definitely possible 
to find hot holiday items on 
a shoe-string budget, 
Thanks to its mass market 
appeal, cashmere has defi- 
nitely become affordable 
this season. The popularity 
of faux-fur and faux-animal 

skins will definitely help. 
you stay within your buy- 
ing budget as well. 

"Masstige" stores such 
as Target, promise to bring 
you luxe for less with the 
introduction of fashion for- 
ward collections ftom Todd 
Oldham, Isaac Mizrahi, and 
Swell. It is okay to be 
"cheapskate chic" now that 
masstige retailers have 
focused on quality products 
at affordable prices. 

Third, try shopping 
online. Some e-tailers have 
five shipping andlor gift 
wrapping services which 
could save you money. 
Shopping for books, music 

Name: Ruth Stephenson 

Year: Senior 

Sport(s) at Meredith: 
Basketball 

Number: 21 

Position: Shooting guard 
and forward 

Hometown: Benson, NC 

Honors: Honors Program 

and historian for Beta Beta 
Beta, the Biology Honors 
Society. 

Major: Biology with a pre- 
health concentration and a 
chemistry minor 

Future Ambition (Job): 
Dentist or Orthodontist 

Favorite Professional 
Athlete: Andre AgassiIPete 
Sampras 

Most Important Lesson 
Gained from Athletics: 
"Work hard now so you 
don't have to work so hard 
later." 

Favorite Meredith 
Professors: Dr. Oatsvall 
and Dr. Schtpidt 

Favorite Subject at 
Meredith: Biology and 
politics and history 

Favorite Meredith 
Tradition: Mother- 
Daughter Tea 

Favorite Book: The 
Grapes of Wrath by John 
Steinbeck 

Favorite Movie: Basic 
Instinct 

Favorite Food: Pizza or 
party chicken 

In your CD player: 
Chairmen of the Board or 
the Embers 

Ideal Guest List for 
Dinner: Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis, Phillip, 
Mary Frances, General 

Johnson and.Thomas 
Jefferson 

Other Hobbies and 
Interests: Spending time 
with my family and fiends, 
reading, playing tennis, 
going to the beach, and 
going to hear beach music! 

Coach's 
Comments/Recent 
Statistics: Last season 
Stephenson played in all 25 
games and averaged dou- 
ble-figure in points with a 
10.6 ppg while shooting 
over 40% from the field. 
Stephenson also averaged 
over 26 minutes per game. 
Coach Hatchell will rely 
heavily on Stephenson, one 
of only two players on this 
year's roster that has 
Meredith College basket- 
ball experience. 

Do you know of an out- 
standing Meredith ath- 
lete who should be fea- 

tured? 
Send szrggestions to 

herald@meredith. edu. 

or accessories online is 
safer due to the returns 
being minimal on items 
you do not have to try on. 

Save some money this 
year, research the hottest 
holiday trends. Buy luxe 
items for less by shopping 
with masstige retailers. Try 
doing some online shop- 
ping to save a little time 
and money and do not pro- 
crastinate! If you do, you 
are more likely to do some 
impulse buying. Have a 
happy and consumer savvy 1 
holiday season and a happy 
new year. 

Spring Break 2004. Travel 
Mth STB, M&ca7s #1 
Student Tour Operator to 

larnaica, Cancun, Acapulco. 
Bahamas and Florida. Now 
tiriing campus reps. Call fo~ 

group discounts. 
[nformation/Reservations 1 - 

800-648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com 

Tutorial Service is looking 
For qualified tutors. Juniors, 
Seniors, and Grad students, 

3.0 GPA and above. 
Elementary Education, 

teading, Math, and English 
Call 847-6434. Continuous 

Recruitment. 

FOR SALE: 2002 
Mitsubishi Lancer. $8600 
OBO, 25,000K miles, dark 
blue, ABS, automatic,CD 

)layer, AMEM stereo, key- 
less entry, power 

locks/doors/steering, tilt 
wheel, air condition. In 

 eat condition. 465-2295 o; 
252-904-2571. 

Childcare wanted in our 
home for our 2 year old on 
ruesdays and Thursdays for 
Spring Semester. Flexible 
lours but need approximate- 
ly 8 hours a week. Must 
have own transportation. 

Please call 463-760 1. 


