
FROM THE DESK OF THE POLICE CHIEF

PKS Police Bulletin
By Ryan Thompson, Pine Knoll Shores Police Chief

It is hard to believe that the summer is upon us. 
The smell of sunscreen on the beach and witnessing 
the celebrations that take place during family vaca
tions are a welcome change to what felt like a long 
winter. As I write this, we are inching closer to Me
morial Day Weekend, which is our official kickoff for 
our busy season. All our preparations and planning 
to address the additional needs of our permaiient 
residents, second-home owners and visitors are be
ing implemented. For the sixth year in a row, we 
have been selected as a partner community for the 
Watch for Me NC program.

Watch for Me NC is a safety and outreach pro
gram that focuses on a combination of education 
and enforcement to reduce the number of motor 
vehicle crashes with pedestrians and bicyclists.
While we have been going at this on our own for the 
past six years, this year is different. This year we are 
partnering with the other Bogue Banks law enforce
ment agencies, and we formed the Watch for Me NC 
Bogue Banks Coalition. It is my hope that sharing 
a common goal and using the Same approach to 
education and enforcement will help make all our 
communities safer for our pedestrians and bicyclists. 
I will keep you all updated as we make progress on 
this new coalition.

In April, I had the pleasure of swearing in two 
new full-time police officers with our department. 
Sgt. Kenny Castro comes to us with over 13 years 
of experience in a coastal community, has an 
Advanced Law Enforcement Certificate from the 
Criminal Justice Education and Training Standards 
Commission and several hundred hours of 
professional training in topics such as investigations, 
search and seizure, community policing, emergency 
management, and leadership. Sgt. Castro also has 
a Community Policing Certificate from the North 
Carolina Justice Academy, which required him to 
complete 400 hours of community policing-specific 
training. He is bilingual and previously served in 
the United States Marine Corps prior to his law 
enforcement career. Despite being a New York 
Yankees fan (kidding, but not really), Sgt. Castro 
brings a positive attitude and wealth of knowledge to 
our department.
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Public
Safety

POLICE
During April, there were 5 arrests; 36 911 hang-ups; 9 alarm activations; 20 

animal calls; 1 larceny call, 1 damage to property call, 8 disturbance calls; 36 
assist Fire/EMS calls; 1 motor vehicle collision; 3 assist other agency calls; 132 
traffic stops; 42 citations issued, which included 27 speeding, 7 registration/ 
inspection, 4 license revoked/expired, 4 alcohol violations, 1 other criminal 
offense, and 10 other traffic violations. There were 51 beach patrols, 3 bike 
patrols, 495 business checks, 556 foot patrols and 75 residence checks. Police 
personnel participated in 76 training hours.

FIRE AND EMS
During April, responders handled 27 rescue and emergency medical service 

incidents, 6 false alarms, 4 service calls and 6 good intent calls. Personnel 
participated in 680 training hours.

REMINDER: Lock your doors, especially your vehicles, and don’t leave 
valuables in sight. Report suspicious people or vehicles to dispatch (726-1911) 
so that the police can be notified. You are not “bothering” the police if you call 
to report something that doesn’t look right. They prefer to assess the situation 
rather than find out^fter the fact that you had noticed something and didn’t 
report it. Alert citizens are assets to the community.
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