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Aquariums Offer Special License Tags
A North Carolina Aquariums license plate 

will soon grace bumpers across the state. 
T h e  s p e c i a l  
p la te  f e a tu re s  
the aquarium s’ 
spadefish  logo 
ag a in s t a b lue 
background.

The public can 

p u r c h a s e  th e  
special plate for 
$25, in addition 
to  the  re g u la r  
s ta te  fee . The
$25 special p la te  fee will go tow ard 
educational programs and activities at the 
state’s three public aquariums. The plates 
can also be personalized with four letters 
or numbers for an additional $30.

To view the new plate in color and 
download an application form, visit the 
aquarium website at w w w .ncaquarium s. 
com. For more information, call Mark 
Joyner with the N.C. Aquarium Society

toll free at 800-832-3474, ext. 226.
T he s ta te ’s th ree  p u b lic  aquarium s 

are  lo ca ted  at 
Fort Fisher, near 
K u r e  B e a c h ;  

a t P ine  K n o ll  
S h o r e s ,  n e a r  
M orehead City; 
and on Roanoke 
I s l a n d ,  n e a r  
M a n te o . T hey  
are administered 
by  th e  N o r th  
C a r o l i n a  

D epartment o f Environment and Natural 

Resources, and are designed to inspire 
appreciation and conservation o f North 
Carolina’s aquatic environments.

The N .C. A quarium s are accred ited  
m e m b e rs  o f  the  A m e ric a n  Z oo  and 
Aquarium A ssociation (AZA). The 212 
members o f AZA work together to provide 
innovation and leadership in education, 
conservation advocacy and animal care.

Backyard Big Bird A Most Unusual Pet
By Barbara Milhaven

Not everyone has a pet Great Egret, but 
I understand that a few people living in 
McGinnis Point do and this is about one such 
egret and one family. Having had the pleasure 
of witnessing this remarkable relationship 
first hand I can tell you it is pretty amazing 

to see.
A few years ago residents and visitors alike 

could drive by or 
walk over to the 
lagoon on Lagoon 
L ane , M cG in n is  

Pt. to w atch  the 
many egrets fly in 
at days end to make 
their beds in the 
surrounding trees.
Som etim es there  

were so m any it 
looked like snow.
This egret rookery 
la s ted  a num ber 
of years until the 
b u ild in g  o f  new 
homes in the area 
necessitated taking 

down most of the 
trees. Believe me, 
this was truly a sight V ’ '

to behold , and I
wonder where their new bedroom is now.

Clem and Mickey Sharek live at 110 
McGinnis Dr. and while sitting in the living 
room of one of their neighbors’ home, I was 
absolutely amazed to see Clem actually feeding 
an egret! According to Clem, this egret has 
become his special companion when he is

On August 9, nest #15 was laid in Pine 
Knoll Shores. We believe it is the nest of a 
Green Turtle -  a threatened species that very 
rarely nests here. Hopefully, it will survive 
the hurricane season and result in a healthy 
hatch!

Unfortunately, our Leatherback nest, the first 
nest laid this year in Pine Knoll Shores, has not 
hatched. This nest

Turtle Time
By Peggy Sagmiller

fought valiantly against battalions of ghost 
crabs trying to take the hatchlings, and they 
W O N ! Every hatchling that emerged made it 
safely into the ocean. Bill and Malcolm left 
the war zone knowing they had done a great 
job. Thanks, guys!

When the nest was excavated (by Bill 
and Malcolm) on August 6, it contained 

139 empty shells, 15

m

out on his dock getting bait or fishing. The 
egret evidently was intrigued and curious 

on one of its flights over this dock by what 
Clem was doing down there and perhaps a 
little hungry.

This beautiful creature landed to investigate 
and came close enough for Clem to toss her 
(Clem thinks it is a her) some fish. A friendship

d e v e l o p e d  
b e tw e e n  b ird  
an d  m an and 
c o n t i n u e s  
whenever Clem 
an d  h is  w ife  
M ickey are in 
residence. Clem 
te l ls  m e th a t  
when he is on 
his dock “Miss 
or Mrs. Egret” 
or for that matter 
“ M r. E g r e t ” 
drops down and 

gets to w ithin 
three or four feet 

from him waiting 
fo r  b re a k fa s t ,  
lunch or supper. 
Evidently even 
if Clem is not on 

the dock the egret will walk the boardwalk 
to the house and peck on their windows or 
even the windows of their neighbors. Is this 
not amazing?

When last I spoke with Clem he mentioned 
that lately he has not seen his pet egret and we 
only hope this does not mean “fowl” play!

will be excavated 
on August 13, ifj 
it does not hatch 
b e fo re  then . We 
never give up hope, 
but it does not look 
encouraging.

On a more positive 
note, nests #2,3, and 
4 all hatched out 
beautifully!

N est #2 bo iled  
on August 2, and &  Vic Filan 
was excavated on August 5 by Vic and Pat 
Filan. The nest contained 124 empty shells, 
4 unhatched eggs, and 15 live hatchlings. 
Everyone present enjoyed seeing the babies 

make their way into the ocean.
Nests #3 and 4 boiled on August 3. 

‘Babysitters’ Malcolm Bone and Bill Schmid 
were in attendance when nest #4 boiled. They

unhatched eggs, and 
one live hatchling that 
was released into the 
ocean.

N e s t  #3 b o i le d  
w ithout w itnesses, 
and was excavated 
on August 7 by Trish 
W allace and Chris 
Mohr. In the nest 
w ere  142 e mp t y  
shells, 4 unhatched 
eggs, and one live 

hatchling that was released.
Nests #2 and 3 each had an emergence 

success of 97%. Nest #4 was at 90%, due 

to the 15 unhatched eggs. These three nests 
have resulted in 405 Loggerhead hatchlings 
successfully leaving our beach so far this 

summer! We hope that the rest of the season 
turns out to be just as successful!
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Retractable Awnings Provide you with:

• The ability to bask in the sun or enjoy the cool shade 
whenever you wish

> Connplement the appeal of your home whatever the 
decor.

•  Lower utility bills and protect indoor furnishings from 
damaging UV exposure
:• Operate with an easy turn of a crank, or the push of 
button.

Coastal Awnings & Hurricane Shutters
• 6’-50’ widths and up to 13’ projections

• Sunbrella® Fabrics

• Superior fabrication for our coastal 

environment with rust free components

601 Atlantic Beach Causeway • Atlantic Beach, NC

252- 222-0707
FREE ESTIMATES Call 252-222-0707

or visit our web-site
w 'w 'w .c r y s t i i l c o i i s t c iw 'n in g s . c o n i  

stationary Awnings • Hurricane Protection Products • Clear Lexan Panels 
Bahama & Working Colonial Shutters • Roll Shutters • Accordians

Vinyl Clad 3" & 4” Louver Plantation Shutters 
Fast & Affordable Marine and Canvas Upholstery 

Mention This Ad & Get FREE Installation

'  Installed by professional fu ll tim e em ployees (no-subcontractors)
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