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T hanksgiv ing  N ot 
Ju s t A  D ay

The observance of an  annua l day of 
thanksgiv ing  h ad  its origin in  early  
m an k in d ’s deepest religious conscious­
ness—going back th rough  th e  centuries 
to the  tim e w hen m en firs t realized 
th e ir  dependence upon a H igher Power, 
says Consolidated T ex tile  News.

Its  observance in  ou r country  on a 
fixed  day  and  on a national scale stem s 
d irectly  from  the 36-year cam paign 
carried  on by a devout and  devoted 
w om an editor, Mrs. S arah  J .  Hale, of 
Boston. She began h er m ovem ent to 
have the  last T hursday  in  N ovem ber 
designated as A m erica’s Thanksgiving 
D ay in 1827 b u t it was not un til 1863, 
w ith  Abraham. Lincoln in  the W hite 
House, th a t she succeeded.

In  an  ed ito rial in  G odey’s L ady’s 
Book, w hich she edited, Mrs. Hale, in 
Septem ber, 1863, began w ith  th is tex t 
from  the  Bible:

“Then he said un to  them . Go your 
w ay  and ea t the  fa t and  d rin k  the 
sw eet and  send persons unto th em  for 
w hom  noth ing  is p repared ; fo r this 
day is holy un to  the  Lord; neither be 
ye sorry, fo r the  joy  of the L ord is your 
strength .—Nehem iah, VIII:10.”

Then Mrs. H ale continued:
“Thus com m anded th e  inspired 

L eader of th e  Jew s w hen  they  kept 
th e  ‘F east of the  W eeks.’ In  a  tim e 
of national darkness and sore troubles, 
shall we not recognize th a t the  good­
ness of God never faileth , and  th a t  to 
our F a th e r  in  H eaven we should a l­
ways b ring  the  Thanksgiving offering 
a t th e  ingathering  of the  h arvest?”

In  h e r  long cam paign, Mrs. Hale 
bom barded  th e  P residen ts and  th e  Gov­
ernors of all th e  sta tes w ith  le tte rs  
u rging th a t  N ovem ber’s f inal T hursday  
be proclaim ed T hanksgiving Day. As 
a result, 30 states observed the  holiday 
in  1859, an d  fo u r years la te r  P residen t 
Lincoln, to w hom  she h ad  sen t h e r  s tir ­
r ing  editorial, issued th e  f irs t T hanks­
giving Day proclam ation in  our coun­
t r y ’s history.

Am ong the  treasu red  gifts th a t  Co­
lum bus brough t back to Q ueen Isabella 
was a skein of cotton th read .

A pproxim ately  1,788,880 pounds of 
cotton w ere used to m ake office m a ­
chine ribbons in  1952.

M ill F ire  P reven tion
By J. G. Farrell Jr.

Engineering Dept.
The tex tile  industry  is one in  w hich 

flam m able m ateria ls a re  handled  daily 
and adequate fire  p ro tection  is essential 
fo r safe operation. F ieldcrest MiUs goes 
g rea t lengths to safeguard  the  p lan ts 
against fire. Even a t th e  tim e of con­
struction  of th e  p lants, f ire  protection 
w as k ep t in  m ind  and 
au tom atic sp rink ler 
s y s t e m s  and  li re  
w alls and  doors w ere 
“b u ilt in ” . E x terio r 
fire  figh ting  equip ­
m ent is provided,

■ such as hydrants, 
p u m p s ,  reservoirs 
an d  standpipes. F ire  
ex tinguishers , f i r e  
buckets an d  tanks 
and  hosepipes are  
provided inside each mill.

U nder our fire  p rotection  setup the 
m aster m echanic is th e  fire m arshal a t 
each m ill and each p lan t has organized 
fire  brigades w hich hold practice drills 
periodically  so th a t they  m ay be able 
to figh t fires efficiently  w hen an em er­
gency arises.

O ur organization of m ill w atchm en 
patro l the plants, m aking an  inspection 
hourly  on nights, w eek-ends, and holi­
days w hen  no one is a t w ork in  the 
mills. A ll of the preven tive  m easures 
taken  by  the Com pany would not p ro ­
tect the  p lan ts from  f ire  should em - 
em ployees d isregard  f ’re  ::;r.iventfon 
practice. If  we cooperate to  p reven t fires 
before th ey  s ta rt and rem ain  a le rt and 
p repare  ourselves for the  p roper action, 
should a  fire  b reak  out, then  the  hazard  
of fire  in the m ills is reduced  to  a 
m inim um .

Below are some basic ru les w hich wilJ 
help us p reven t personal in ju ries and 
p roperty  dam age caused by fires:

1. P ractice  good housekeeping to p re ­
ven t the  unnecessary  accum ulations of 
com bustible m aterials.

2. K now  the location of fire  e x tin ­
guishers and learn  to  p ropertly  use 
them .

3. Don’t  sm oke in  restric ted  areas.
4. M ake sure th a t alleys and passage­

w ays lead ing  to  fire  fighting equipm ent 
and fire  exits are  kep t clear and ready 
for im m ediate use.

5. K now  how  to tu rn  in an  alarm .
6. R eport any unsafe conditions such 

as exposed w ires, overheated  bearings, 
tra sh  accum ulations, and especially oily 
rags.

7. Do no t stack m ateria ls  too close to 
sprink le heads and do not block f ire  
doors so th a t  they  w ill no t shu t au to ­
m atically  in  case of fire.

F ires take  a trem endous to ll in indus­
try  every  year. By using sim ple p re ­
cautions and  by know ing in  advance 
w hat to  do, if  fire  b reaks out, w e can 
save ourselves from  in ju ry  and  do our 
p a r t in reducing fire  r isk  a t F ieldcrest 
Mills.

F  I

T ex tile  P rices D ecline
(C ontinued from  P age 1) 

have been rid ing  a  crest of prosperitf' 
He poin ted  out, how ever, tha t 

in  the  face of the  decline in  tex*" 
prices, the  tex tile  m ills have  kept " 
a re la tive ly  h igh  ra te  of activity, 
consum ption in  the crop y ea r ju st 
hav ing  am ounted to 9.5 m illion bal 
and  th e re  has been a com plete coff 
back in  m il l  em ploym ent since the 
cession” in  the firs t half  of 1952.

The Jo u rn a l of Com m erce articl®i 
said, points to a drop of 15.4 per <

“ tt

in  raw  cotton values, a  21.2 per 
fall in cotton cloth prices, and  a 16 ? 
cent contraction in  m ill manufacture®  

m argins w hile during  the  sam e p®’’’ 
the  cost-of-living index was rising 
185.5 in  August, 1951, to 192-7 in  AuS'*' 
1953.

He quoted the  Jo u rn a l of CorruiJ® 
article fu rth e r: .jj

In  holding the price line, the
them selves obviously have had  W
some belt-tigh ten ing  and  in  the 
h igh cost situation  the re  are relati' 
few  areas w here  the belt can be 
ened.

“It has been noted  by m ore than ^ 
analyst th a t the  s ituation  has requi^^, 
in  order to stay  in the  black and 
sacrifice any of the g rea t gains, 
or otherw ise, of recen t years, the 
cise of severe economy in  managei®^, 
policies and in  adm in istra tive  and 
ating procedures. j

“To realize fu rth e r  w h a t has ^  
and  is happening one need only 
th e  earn ing  figures for the  textil® „ 
dustry  and for industry  as a 
In 1951 profits per dollar of sales 3  ̂
F edera l taxes for the  textile 
products industry  averaged 3.7 
against 5.3 for all U.S. manufactu^

“In  1952, the  tex tile  average 
cents and  for all m anufactu ring  i® j. 
try  it w as 4.3 cents. The la test 
m ent figures th a t have been  rel®^^ 
show  th a t tex tile  earnings for the 
ond qu arte r  of 1953 are 2.5 cent® jj 
each dollar of sales as com pared 
an  average earn ing  of 4.4 cents 
U- S. m anufacturing  industries.”

Morris T w ins
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