
H ealth  R eport:

Children’s D iseases
As com pared w ith  the  conditions p re 

vailing ten  years ago, m ore th a n  15,000 
lives w ere saved in  the  U nited  S tates 
during  1951 and  1952 by the  reduction  
in  m orta lity  from  the com mon child 
hood diseases, according to th e  s ta tis ti
cians of the  M etropolitan L ife In su r
ance Company.

Measles, whooping cough, d iph theria  
and scarlet fever w ere responsible fo r 
3,400 deaths in  the past two years, in 
stead  of the 19,000 w hich w ould have 
occurred if the  ra tes  of only a decade 
ago had  continued unchanged.

About half of the  savings in  lives is 
accounted for by reduced m orta lity  from  
whooping cough alone, for w hich both 
the reported  cases and deaths are  at 
a ll-tim e low levels. The im provem ent 
is a ttr ibu ted  prim arily  to the increased 
use of im m unization against the  disease 
in early  infancy.

The ra te  of cases of illness from  m eas
les, w hich is by fa r  the m ost p revalen t 
of the  childhood diseases, has declined 
only 13 per cent since 1940-1941, but 
the  dea th  ra te  has been reduced  by 55 
per  cent. P a r t  of the decline in  very 
recen t years, according to the  s ta tis ti
cians, is due to the use of gam m a 
globulin to provide passive im m unity  in 
in fan ts and sick children  exposed to the 
disease.

D iphtheria  still causes several h u n 
dred  deaths each yea r  in  the  U nited

Serves In Japan
L aw rence DeH art, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. W alker D eH art, of D raper is now  
stationed w ith  an  a n 
ti-a irc ra ft u n i t  a t  
Johnson A ir Base, in 
Japan . He a t one 
tim e w orked in  the 
Bleaching Dept, a t 
the  B leachery b u t 
was a ttending  F eree’s 
A rt School in  Raleigh 
w hen he w as called 
into  service in  A pril 
1953. His f a t h e r  

w orks in B lanket Mill supply  room  and 
his m other, Lorene, is em ployed in 
Sheet Folding Dept, a t  the  Bleachery.

U nder Better Control
States, although both  the  case ra te  and 
the death  ra te  have decreased m ore th an  
80 per cent in  the past 10 years. An in 
creasing proportion  of the  d iph theria  
deaths is occurring a t adu lt ages, though 
even a t these ages too the  dea th  ra te  has 
been reduced.

“An im portan t factor in  the  m arked 
progress against the childhood diseases 
has been the control of secondary com
plications th rough  the  use of the  sulfa 
drugs and the  antibiotics,” the  sta tis 
ticians observe. “A nother m ajo r factor 
is believed to be the b e tte r  resistance by 
in fan ts and  ch ild ren  as a resu lt of the ir 
g reatly  im proved h ea lth  and nu trition .” 

Despite the cu rren t low level of fa ta 
lities from  these diseases, the sta tis ti
cians foresee th a t fu rth e r  substan tial r e 
duction can be achieved th rough  early 
im m unization of all children  against 
whooping cough and d iphtheria, and the 
w ider use of gam m a globulin am ong in 
fan ts exposed to measles.

FO LK S Y O U  K N O W

DeHart

Lucille

E leven  M onths Old
Lucille A m  i n t  a 

S t a n l e y ,  eleven 
m onths old w hen  the 
p ic ture w as m ade, is 
the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. H erbert 
Stanley, R idgeway 
Road. H er daddy is 
em ployed in the Bed- 

j spread Dyeing Dept, 
a n d  grandfather, 
Jam es W. L o n g ,  
w orks in the  Bed- 

Stanley spread C ard  Room.

Jack Webster has been a k n itte r  a t 
the Hosiery Mill for nearly  10 years. 
He is a native of M ontgom ery County 
and  grew  up a t M artinsville. He moved 
to F ieldale w hen  he m arried  a local 
girl, the  form er Miss M argare t S h art-  
zer, the daughter of R. C. Shartzer, 
form erly  a loom fixer a t the  Towel Mill. 
Ja ck  served in th e  N avy during  W orld 
W ar II. He is a m em ber of the  A m eri
can Legion Post a t F ieldale and attends 
the B aptist Church. B ird hun ting  is his 
favorite  sport. H e owns his home and 
has a son, Jackie, four m onths old. His 
wife is form er Hosiery employee.

F ieldcrest Show
Employees are  inv ited  to 

F ieldcrest radio  program  a t 3 p- ®' 
S unday over WLOE in  LeaksviU® 
WMVA in M artinsville.

Test your w its in  nam ing the 
tune. S eparate  cash prizes ar®. , 
in F ieldale and in  the Tri-Citi® 
each broadcast.
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