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Foreign textiles sold in our United S tates 
in 19 S 4  set a 3 0 -y ear record! Congress is now 
considering a plan to cut our protective ta r i f  
even further...Inviting more foreign imports.

We can't compete with textile workers who are 
paid an hour. U .S . tariffs help to equalize 
the !0 -to -t wage cost odds against u s .. .  
lowering ta r ifs  will raise th e ^  odds.

N o . 5  OF A SERIES

Did you know that Japanese mills make towels 
and blankets?

Did you know that those blankets and towels 
are sold in the U. S. at such low prices that mills 
making similar products find it difficult— some
times impossible— to compete?

Did you know that Japan can make practically 
any textile product, ship it to this country, pay the 
present tariff, and then undersell the American 
mills?

And did you know that the reason this can hap
pen is because of the high w ages paid in American 
mills as compared with the extremely low wages 
paid in Japan?

Japan’s textile w age rate is less than 14 cents 
an hour. Japanese mills can and do use the sam® 
machinery as American mills use. Japan’s industry 
buys raw cotton at the same prices American mill*
pay. . c

This leaves the w age factor the only basis 
competition. American efficiency cannot be eX' 
panded at will and certainly cannot be stepped uP 
to bridge the gap between American w age levels 
and Japan’s, which are only one-tenth of ours.

The present tariff is not high enough to keep 
Japanese goods from capturing American b u s i n e s s '  
To have fair competition with Japan U.S. t e x tU  
tariffs would have to be fantastically high, 
the Administration’s program asks further reduC' 
tions in the tariff. It makes one wonder how muci 
more U.S. industries will be called on to give.
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B y A R D E L L E  C O L E M A N  

M erch an d ise  P u b lic i ty  M a n a g e r

O ne  of th e  m e n  in  o u r  Q u a li ty  C on 
t ro l  d e p a r tm e n t  re c e n t ly  s e n t  u p  a r e 
p o r t  w h ich  r e a d  in  p a r t :

“O n ly  ab o u t  5%  of th e  vo lum e  of 
a  typ ica l  b la n k e t  is occupied  by  fibers ,  
w h i le  95% of  th e  v o lu m e  is occup ied  
by  a ir .  C o n seq u en t ly ,  th e  th e rm a l  co n 
d u c t iv i ty  of th e  f ib ro u s  m a te r i a l  i t 
se lf  has  v e ry  li t t le  in f lu en ce  o n  th e  
o ve ra l l  h e a t  in s u la t in g  ch a ra c te r i s t ic  
of the  b la n k e t .

“T h e  k in d  of f ib 
e rs  con ta in ed  in  th e  
b la n k e t  in f lu en ce  
th e  th e rm a l  con 
d u c t iv i ty  of th e  
b la n k e t  on ly  to  th e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  th e y
a ffec t  th e  a b i l i ty  
of th e  b la n k e t  to  , 
r e t a in  its  th ic k n e s s f  
d u r in g  u se  a n d \
c lean in g .”
H o w ’s t h a t  fo r  a n  e n g in e e r ’s e x 

p la n a t io n  of a fa c t  t h a t  w o m e n  w h o  

b u y  b la n k e ts  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  h a v e  

b een  d iscovering . T h e  fac t  is, a  b la n k e t  

n eed  no t be  wool to  be  w a rm .

F ie ld c re s t  h a s  b e e n  m a k in g  b le n d e d  

f ib e r  b la n k e ts  fo r  som e tim e , a n d  n o t  

on ly  o u r  co m p an y  b u t  o th e rs  a re  p ro v 

ing  th a t  w o m en  w h o  p u rc h a s e  th e m , 
g en e ra l ly  speak ing , a re  g e t t in g  th e  m os t 
w a rm th ,  s ty le  a n d  c le a n a b il i ty  fo r  th e i r  
1955 b la n k e t  d o l la r  in  b lends.

W e h a v e  b een  c o n c e n t ra t in g  on n y -  
lo n - ra y o n -c o t to n  b lends , w i th  each  
f ib e r  m a k in g  i ts  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  one  
Or m o re  of th e  d e s i rab le  f e a tu re s :  
sp r in g in e ss  of n a p  (a n d  its  re t e n t io n ) ,  
c la r i ty  of colors, s t r e n g th  a n d  ease  of 
c lean ing . T h e  b le n d  is v a r ie d  a c c o rd 
ing  to  th e  w e ig h t  d e s i re d  (w e  h a v e  
i t  in  s u m m e rw e ig h t  a n d  v a ry in g  
w in te rw e ig h ts ) .

B la n k e t  F ash io n s
B lan k e ts ,  l ike  o th e r  dom estics ,  a re  

fa sh ion  item s. You h a v e  k n o w n  i t  a n d  
n o w  the  w o m e n  w h o  b u y  h a v e  p ro v ed  
it. F ie ld c re s t  h a s  p ro v e d  it, too, w ith  
a n  i r r e fu ta b le  case h is to ry  in  its  a l l 
co tton , p r in te d  “M ay  G a rd e n ” b la n k e t .

F ive  y e a rs  ago, co t to n  b la n k e ts  w e re  
as  h o m e ly  as o ld - fa sh io n ed  long  d r a w 
ers . Now, do lled  u p  w i th  sc reen  p r i n t 
ed designs, de lica te ,  so u l-sa t is fy in g  
colors, o r  fancy  b ind ings ,  th e y  a p p e a r  
in  d isp lay s  an d  w in d o w s  of A m e r ic a ’s 
o u ts ta n d in g  d e p a r tm e n t  s to res .  F ro m  
th e re ,  th e y ’ve fo u n d  th e i r  w a y  in to  
th e  m os t fa sh io n ab le  hom es.
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