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Pledges Asked In Community Fund Drive
Fieldcrest Employees 
Given Wage Increase

Fieldcrest people will share in the Tri-City Community Fund cam
paign which opens Monday, October 22, and continues through October 
31. The community-wide goal is $31,505.04 representing the approved 
budget needs of the several worthy health and welfare agencies serving 
local people.

Fieldcrest pay  checks la st w eek  re 
flected a general w age increase averag- 

10 cents p e r  h o u r for hourly  paid 
snd piece ra te  em ployees in  th e  T ri
nities and  Fieldale, V irginia. The raise 

pu t in to  effect M onday, O ctober 8. 
Ind iv idual increases w ere calculated 

On a percen tage basis and  the  m inim um  
raise in  any ra te  w as eight cents per 
hour. F ieldcrest’s m inim um  ra te  follow 
ing th e  w age h ike  is $1.16 p er hour, ex 
cept fo r learners. D etailed ra tes  for each 
Job are being issued.

In com m enting on th e  w age increase, 
A. H arris, vice p residen t in  charge 
m am ifacturing, said: “The raise a t 

■fieldcrest w as a p a r t  of a  general m ove- 
^ e n t in  the  tex tile  ind u stry  to  increase 
^ages, a lthough w e u n d erstand  some of 

com petitors d id  n o t g ran t as la rge 
increase as w e did. This m eans th a t 

‘here is now  a w ider gap be tw een  our 
^ages and  those of som e of th e  m ills 
^ ith  w hom  w e m u st compete.

“The increase wiU add  over one m il-  
hon dollars to  our an n u a l payro ll and  

costs w il be increased by  th a t am - 
®unt. I t  w ill be up  to  each of us a t 
'le ld c re s t to m ain ta in  our efforts to  in -  
'^^ease productiv ity  to offset these  h igh- 

costs. I am  su re  th a t em ployees w ill 
^ontinue to cooperate w ith  us in  keep 
ing costs dow n so th a t w e m ay  ob ta in  an  

increasing share  of the  m ark e t in  w hich
\Ve operate.”

Student Tours Set At 
Towel Mill Oct. 29-30

H igh school seniors from  M artinsville 
h igh  school and the  Jo h n  D. B assett 
h igh  school a t  B assett wiU v isit th e  
Tow el MiU in  F ieldale M onday and 
Tuesday, O ctober 29-30 as p a r t of a 
p rogram  of ind u stry  tou rs  and  essay 
contest sponsored by  M artinsville and 
H enry  county m em bers of the  V irginia 
M anufactu rers Association.

The M artinsville seniors w ill be a t  the 
Tow el M ill on M onday. They w ill h ea r 
a w elcom e by  D. A. Purcell, miU m ana
ger, and  w ill see a  display  of Towel M ill 
products. They w ill th en  be d ivided into 
sm all groups for guided tours th rough 
th e  mill. A t th e  com pletion of th e  tou r 
th e  en tire  group wiU gather fo r a d is
cussion period du ring  w hich m ill offi
cials w ill answ er th e  studen ts’ questions.

Bassett Group To Visit
The Jo h n  D. B assett group wiU fol

low  a sim ilar schedule on Tuesday.
The seniors w ill re tu rn  to  th e ir  schools 

and  w rite  essays based on th e ir  visits to 
th e  local industries. The subject wiU be: 
“O ur A m erican F ree  E nterp rise  System  
a t W ork in  O ur Local Industries and 
W hat I t  M eans to O ur C om m unity.”

^uke P ow er O ffic ia l Speaks O n Council Program
C. s. Reed, D uke Pow er Co. vice 

president and  ra te  engineer, described 
'he economic advantages of the  P ied- 

C arolinas in an address before 
he m em bers of the  Carolina Coopera-

Council T hursday  evening, O cto- 
18, a t  Consolidated C e n t r a l  

^•M.C.A.
M. N orm an, president, presided 

° ''e r  the  m eeting  w hich opened the 
Council’s 36th p rogram  year. He e x 
pressed apprecia tion  to the officers and 
^'^mmitteemen who served last yea r 
and presen ted  the  incom ing Council

officials.
Rev. F ra n k  Phibbs, pastor of the 

F irs t M ethodist church, D raper, gave 
the  invocation. F. W. Klein, of the 
program  com m ittee, in troduced  Mr. 
Reed. A ttendance prizes w ere aw arded 
to  H. L. Robertson, F in ish ing  Mill, and 
Cecil R. B arker, Tow el Mill.

Special guests a t the  m eeting w ere 
Douglas Booth and  J .  D. K night, local 
D uke P ow er Co. officials; H arry  Davis, 
p residen t of the  T ri-C ity  C ham ber of 
Com m erce; and  A. E. F air, p residen t 
of the T ri-C ity  M erchants association.

W illiam  B. Lucas, a tto rney  for F ield 
crest Mills, is cha irm an  of th e  industria l 
division, em bracing F ieldcrest and  o ther 
tex tile  firm s in  th e  T ri-C ities. R ichard  
Robertson, ed ito r of The L eaksville 
News, is cha irm an of th e  over-a ll cam 
paign and has appointed  cha irm en  to 
handle th e  solicitations in  various sec
tions of L eaksv ille-S pray-D raper.

A t F ieldcrest, th e  superin tenden ts 
w ill have charge of th e  drive  in  th e ir  
mills. A  canvas wiU be m ade in  each d e 
p artm en t, offering every  em ployee an  
opportun ity  to share  in  th e  cam paign. 
The m ill m anagers w ill d irect th e  solici
ta tions am ong clerical and o ther sa laried  
em ployees.

The suggested schedule of giving at 
F ieldcrest and elsew here is one day’s 
wages and  contributions on th is  basis 
th roughout the  com m unity w ill assure 
th e  success of th e  cam paign. A t F ield 
crest the  donation m ay be in  th e  form  
of a  pledge for an  am ount to  be w ith 
held  from  w ages over a period  of tim e. 
Insta llm en ts m ay  be as little  as one dol
la r  each w eek for 10 weeks.

“If  w e all pledge th e  equ iva len t of 
one day’s pay, w e wiU reach  ou r quota 
a t F ieldcrest M ills and th is  w ill be a 
fa ir  sha re  fo r ou r people,” Mr. Lucas 
said. “Also, such donations a t F ie ldcrest 
w ill go a long w ay tow ard  reach ing  the  
over-a ll goal of $31,505.04.”

In  announcing th e  goal fo r the  T ri-  
Cities, budget chairm an H ugh B undy 
said th a t in  the  opinion of the  directors 
th is  sum  represen ts a fa ir  sha re  of th is 
com m unity’s responsibility  fo r  th e  sup 
p o rt of all the  w orthw hile  health , w el
fa re  and  rec reational services to Ise in 
cluded in  th is y ea r’s U nited  cam paign.

F alls A ren’t Fun
-If you suffer a disabling: injury this 

year, the chances are about one in five  
that it w ill be due to a fail of some 
kind. And there is a chance (too much 
of a chance) the injury may be serious.

See pages four and five for picture- 
story on falls— how falls can happen in  
the m ill and how you can avoid injury 
from this cause.


