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|lew Community Hospital Is Dedicated

' Tri-Cities’ Ultra-Modern Morehead Memorial Hospital Which the Generous Contributions Of Fieldcresters Helped To Build

f^ q̂ues In N ew  Building Honor Fieldcresters  
G enerous Support In F inance Cam paign

4s
T h e  Mill Whistle w en t to press ̂ ,, *  ,, —  — -----

5̂  *riday afternoon, open house was 
Way at the  new  M orehead Me- 

,.*̂ 1 Hospital. The building w as open 
‘fispection by the public from  2 p. m. 

5 P. m. F riday  and S atu rday  and 
5  3 p. m. to 8 p. m. Sunday.

® dedication of the new  hospital 
Scheduled for 2:30 p. m. Sunday. 

Dj, Hodges, John  Motley Morehead, 
^sentatives of the N orth  Carolina 
*cai C are  Commission, the  architect, 

5f^'^°ntractors, an d  o ther dignitaries
 ̂ to attend  the  ceremonies. 
j*I>resents Investment of $1,750,000
^Presenting an investm ent of over 

ijjAOOo, the  hospital building and fa-  
k arg considered the  finest to be 
■ij in this p a r t  of the  U nited States, 

building is a ir  conditioned, com-
, ^  equipped and m odern in every 
:«ct.

Completion is the culmination of 
k ® th a t  w ere begun in late 1953 

the incorporation of T ri-C ity  Hos
tile. and the purchase of the  p r i 

vately-ow ned Leaksville Hospital. A 
gift of $50,003 from  M arshall Field & 
Company and a g ran t of $45,000 by the 
Duke Endow m ent m ade possible the 
purchase of the Leaksville Hospital and 
its conversion to a publicly-ow ned com
m unity  hospital.

I t was soon apparen t th a t the  bu ild 
ing and facilities w ere no longer ade
quate  for the com m unities’ needs. In 
vestigations showed th a t  m odernization 
of or addition to th e  building was im 
practical and th a t a new  hospital would 
be required .

In July , 1957, the trustees authorized 
a campaign to raise $500,000 tow ard 
the cost of a new  hospital. This am ount 
of money, together w ith  available state 
and federal funds would m ake possi
ble the building of a 100-bed hospital.

The fund-ra is ing  campaign was s ta r t 
ed S eptem ber 1, 1957, and at the  final 
report m eeting October 8, 1957, it was 
reported  th a t  $550,571 had been pledged. 
Since this am ount was m ore than  enough 
to assure the  m atch ing  by s ta te  and

federal funds, an architect was secured 
and w ork was sta rted  im m ediately to 
plan the new  hospital. Building opera 
tions w ere s ta rted  on August 4, 1958, 
on a choice 20-acre site in  the C entral 
A rea donated by the S pray W ater Power 
& Land Co. The building w as com
pleted April 15, 1960.

Funds From Many Sources
Funds for the  project came from  the 

following sources; $801,200 from  the 
U. S. Public  H ealth  Service u n d er  reg 
ulations of the H ill-B urton  Act; $213,- 
500 from the N orth Carolina Medical 
Care Commission; $432,000 from  T ri-  
City individuals, groups and organiza
tions; $100,000 from  Fieldcrest Mills, 
Inc.; $100,000 from  John  Motley M ore
head; $50,000 from the D uke Endow 
m ent; $11,000 in in terest on  pledges.

The gift by Mr. M orehead assured 
the  addition of a fourth  floor and ex 
pansion of the  hospital to 112 beds. 
The trustees la te r  nam ed the  hospital 
in honor of Mr. M orehead’s ancestors.

The $50,000 g ran t announced by the 
D uke Endow m ent in April m ade  a to tal 
of $95,000 received from  this source. 
The latest g ran t consisted of $25,000 
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