
Seay Completes 45 Years With Company

R. L. Seay (2nd from right) gets congratulations from President H. W. Whitcomb 
for 45 years of continuous service. At left is R. R. Roberts, a vice president and 
treasurer, and at right is L. E. Chewning, manager-general and tax accounting.

Roy L. Seay, insurance specialist in 
the  Accounting Departm ent, completed 
45 years of continuous service w ith  the 
com pany Friday, F eb ruary  1. In  an in 
form al ceremony at th e  G eneral Offices, 
P residen t H arold W. W hitcomb presen t
ed Mr. Seay w ith the  Fieldcrest dia- 
m ond-and-gold  45-year emblem, a gift, 
and a le tte r  expressing the  com pany’s 
appreciation for his long record of fa ith 
ful service.

A native of Leaksville, Mr. Seay first 
w orked as an office boy in the  summ ers 
betw een school years 1911-1915. He 
w orked as a b lanket cu tter a t  the  old 
A m erican Warehouse, now the F inish-

(Continued from  page one)
Jam es Doolittle and Lowell Thomas.

Secretary  Hodges’ visit to the  South 
Pole as th e  first, and possibly the only. 
Cabinet officer ever to go there, recalled 
another “f irs t” involving N orth Carolina 
and the  Tri-Cities.

A nother T ri-C ity  man, Lt. Com m and
er Conrad Shinn, was the pilot of the 
first a irp lane ever to land a t the  South 
Pole on October 29, 1956. He has since 
been on tw o additional expeditions at 
M cMurdo Sound.

Two “Firsts” by Local Men 
T he two “firsts” by m en from  the  T ri- 

Cities w ere described by P resident H ar 
old W. W hitcomb in correspondence 
w ith  Dr. Mooney. Mr. W hitcomb pointed 
out th a t Com m ander Shinn w as born 
and brought up  in the  T ri-C ity  area  and 
th a t  his father, T. P. Shinn, re tired  m a n 
ager of the  Canteen Service, w as a 
long-tim e employee of F ieldcrest Mills.

“I doubt if m any small tow ns of 7,000 
in the  United States can boast of two 
illustrious citizens having visited th a t 
fa r-aw ay  point by air,” Mr. Whitcomb

t

4

ing Mill, in the  sum m er of 1916.
His continuous service dates from 

F ebruary  1, 1918, w hen  he becam e a 
clerk in the  Shipping D epartm ent a t  the 
Bedspread Mill. He w as transfe rred  in 
1922 to the B edspread-K aras tan  payroll 
office, and in 1930 w as sent to Roanoke, 
Va., as office m anager of th e  Roanoke, 
A thena and P u ritan  mills.

In  1934 he becam e a bookkeeper in  the  
Accounting D epartm ent and in  1941-46 
he w as office m anager a t  the  B lanket 
and Sheeting mills. He w as a cash and 
payroll specialist a t the  G eneral Office 
from  1946 until his appoin tm ent as an 
insurance specialist in  M arch, 1960.

wrote. “I th ink  it is also ano ther ex 
am ple of the  rom ance and opportunity  
of our grea t country  w here  young m en 
from  hum ble circum stances w ho are  
bright, energetic, and am bitious can 
come to the  top because of the  opportun 
ities and advantages offered by our 
dem ocratic system and our free en te r 
prise w ay  of life.”

In his reply. Dr. Mooney w rote: ‘I 
note w h a t you have said w ith  regard  to 
the historic contributions m ade by Com
m ander Shinn to South P o lar explora 
tion. Yes, he piloted th e  a irc ra ft th a t  
landed th e  first A m ericans a t the  South 
Pole, on 29 October 1956. I have always 
had the highest regard  for Com m ander 
Shinn, not only because of his ability 
as a Navy officer and pilot b u t also, p e r 
sonally. I had  not thought of th e  fact 
th a t Conrad w as born  in Spray, N orth 
Carolina, bu t I had recognized th e  fact 
th a t he w as a n a tive  of N orth Caro
lina. . .

“Indeed, you should be  proud of h av 
ing both th e  Secretary  and Com m ander 
Shinn as natives of your tow n.”

Hair Gets Certificate 
In Data Processing

Robert H air, m anager-da ta  process
ing a t F ieldcrest Mills, has been aw a rd 
ed a Certificate in D ata Processing by 
th e  D ata Processing M anagem ent As
sociation.

The aw ard ing  of th e  certificate is 
based on com pletion of prescribed col
lege courses in m athem atics, account
ing, finance, economics, and re la ted  
business and scientific subjects; th ree  
years of d irect w ork  experience in data  
processing; high charac ter  qualifications; 
and  passing w ritten  exam inations.

Mr. H air w as in  th e  firs t group to 
be tested  on a nationw ide basis. P u r 
poses of the  certifica te  p rogram  are 
to establish recognized professional 
s tandards and to prom ote education.

The D ata  Processing M anagem ent A s
sociation is a 21-year-o ld  in ternational 
organization of m ore th a n  16,000 m em 
bers who prom ote progress in the  use of 
electronic com puters, punched cards, 
and o ther m eans of handling  in fo r 
mation.

Mr. H air is a native  of N orth  C aro
lina and  a g radua te  of th e  M assachu
setts In stitu te  of Technology, w here  he 
m ajored  in engineering and  business 
adm inistration. P rio r  to joining F ield 
crest in 1956, he  w as em ployed in  the 
industrial engineering division of the 
P roc ter & Gam ble Co. and also served 
four years as a w eather officer in the 
U. S. A ir Force.

Mr. H air is a m em ber of A lpha Chi 
Sigma honorary  chemical fra tern ity , 
A m erican M eteorological Society, and 
Textile D ata  Processing Association.

ROBERT H. HAIR 
. . . Wins Professional Recognition . . •

N e w  T elep h o n e  N o.
In your F ieldcrest te lephone directory, 

in the alphabetical listing on page seven- 
please add:
M ary Sue M c C o llu m ........................  5391-

T H E  M I L L  W H I S T L E

F ie ld crest A u tom atic  B lan k ets D elivered  to South  P o le


