
New Ways Of Doing Things
Some employees are always looking for better ways to do things. 

They welcome new machinery that’s installed in the mills and they  
take to new and better job m etbods as if it were tbe m ost natural 
thing in the world to expect improvements.

On the other hand, a good many employees act as i f  it were the 
most unnatural thing to be asked to accep t  new  ways, new machines 
and equipment. Resistance to change is a common reaction.

“But w e’ve always done it that w ay,” is their defense of the old 
way. They protest that the new or different way has drawbacks, or 
that “it w on’t  work.”

It is obvious that new and different methods are being adopted  
every day and are working successfully. A cold economic fact is that 
those companies that cling to the old ways too long are soon out of 
business.

Those who cry loudest against change wouldn’t  want it to be “al
ways done that w ay” —  not where the things that make for com
fort, luxury, and a higher standard of living are concerned. For if 
we kept doing things as they were “alw ays” done, w e ’d have no 
automobiles, no TV or radio, no electric appliances, no automatic 
heating, or the hundreds of other modern inventions that make life 
enjoyable.

A Positive Accomplishment
Textile prices today are about seven per cent lower than they were 

15 years ago, while the average of pAces for all industrial commodi
ties has increased more than 25 per cent.

This record of economic stability has been established by the textile 
industry despite intensive and unfair foreign competition, despite in
creases in prices off raw materials and supplies, despite higher cost for 
machinery and equipment, despite  ̂ improved wage scales and em
ployee benefits, and despite a record of earnings below the national 
average for all industries.

While there is much room for improvement in the textile industry’s 
profits, to produce better products at less cost in a generally inflated 
economy is certainly a positive accomplishment.

New Reporter Named For Bedspread Mill
E d n a  Y. H opper, a  W eave R oom  e m 

ployee, has  b een  ap p o in ted  T he  M ill 
W histle  re p o r te r  lo r  th e  B ed sp read  M ill 
to  rep lace  A da  Jones , w ho to o k  ea rly  
re t ir e m e n t u n d e r  th e  P en sio n  P lan .

E m ployees of th e  B ed sp read  M ill a re  
in v ite d  to pass on  to M rs. H o p p er th e ir  
p ic tu res , new s an d  “B uy  . . . S e ll . . .
S w a p ” item s fo r  T he  M ill W histle .

A  S p ra y  n a tiv e , M rs. H o p p er a t te n d 
ed L eak sv ille  H igh  School a n d  b eg an  
w o rk  w ith  th e  com pany  in  1938. She 
w as  a n  e n te re r  an d  d ra w - in  h an d  a t  th e  
S ilk  M ill ( la te r  to  becom e th e  S y n th e 
tic  F a b ric s  M ill) fo r  m a n y  y ea rs  an d  
since  1958 h a s  b een  a  d ra w - in  h a n d  a t 
th e  B ed sp read  M ill.

A  d a u g h te r  o f M rs. D. C. Y a rb ro u g h  
an d  th e  la te  M r. Y a rb ro u g h , she  is m a r 
r ie d  to  J o h n  F . H opper, w h o  is em ployed  
b y  th e  S ta te  H ig h w ay  C om m ission in  
N o rth  W ilkesboro .

T he  H opp ers  h a v e  tw o ch ild ren , a 
d a u g h te r , V icki, a  1963 g ra d u a te  of 
M o reh ead  H igh  SchooL w ho is re c e p -  ED N A  Y. H O P P E R
tio n is t fo r  D r. C. F . T ulloch , J r . ,  S p ra y  . . . J o i n s  M ill W histle  S t a f f . . .
o p to m e tr is t ;  an d  a  son, J o h n  J r . ,  a  s ix th
g ra d e r  a t  L eak sv ille  G ra d e d  School. low sh ip  C lass. S he  d evo tes  m u ch  of h e r

M rs. H o p p e r is a n  ac tiv e  m e m b e r of tim e  w h e n  n o t a t  th e  m ill to  h e r  chu rch
S p ra y  M ethod is t C h u rch  a n d  c u rre n tly  ac tiv itie s . W h en ev e r  she  can  sp a re  the
is v ice  p re s id e n t of th e  W esleyan  F e l-  tim e, she  en joys w o rk in g  w ith  flow ers.
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