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H arry  T. M cKinney is forem an of 
the W ashing D epartm ent a t the K ara- 
stan  Mill. The departm en t he supervises 
is responsible for the  expert chemical 
w ashing of the rugs to give them  their 
fu ll beauty. An exclusive m achine proc
ess and skillful floor w ashing techniques 
are  em ployed to b ring  out the color
ings of the patterns and  the beautiful 
lu stre  of the w orsted  yarns.

As a p ioneer m em ber of the W ashing 
D epartm ent, Mr. M cKinney’s long e x 
perience and  accum ulated know  - how 
m ake a d istinct contribution  to the 
K arastan  operation. As a supervisor he 
has m aintained, through  the years, a 
splendid record  in  em ployee relations, 
housekeeping and  safety.

A  native of Caswell County, he jo in 
ed the  K arastan  Mill in 1927 ju s t afte r 
com pleting four years in  the Navy. He 
firs t w orked as an  inspector of finished 
rugs b u t in 1929 was transfe rred  to the 
W ashing D epartm ent w hen the first 
continuous w ashing m achine w as in 
stalled.

He operated  the w asher for th ree  or
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four years and then  becam e an assist
an t forem an on the second shift. He was 
prom oted to n ight forem an in  1937 and 
served in tha t capacity un til 1943. He 
has been forem an in  charge of the de 
partm en t for th e  past 20 years.

Mr. M cKinney is m arried  to the for
m er Frances Layne, a native of H alifax 
County, Va. They have th ree  sons; 
H arry , Jr., who has served in  the M a
rines for 15 years and is m aking a career 
of the service; Bobby, em ployed in the 
Setting D epartm ent a t K arastan ; and 
Je rry , a student a t M orehead High 
School.

The McKinneys own the ir  home at 
215 Oakwood D rive in H am pton Heights, 
Leaksville, and are m em bers of the 
Leaksville Christian Church.
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Recently, an employee publication which comes regularly across our 
desk repeated “The Slight Edge,” an illustrated editorial which it had 
first run in 1959.

The re-run was prompted, the publication said, by the fact that three 
of that company’s largest customers in 1959 are no longer purchasing 
its products. The “slight edge” the company had in supplying those 
three customers had been dissolved in the months since the editorial 
was first used.

The editorial said the “slight edge” is “that little extra something 
a company gains through its own initiative which permits it to do a 
better job for its customers and itself.”

More specifically, the editorial said, the “slight edge” is:
•  Willingness to accept new ideas and changes.
•  Ability to keep up with and make changes and improvements in 

machinery and methods.
•  Loyalty, interest and enthusiasm among all company personnel.
•  Ability to maintain a favorable position when in direct competi

tion with other companies producing similar products.
•  On-time delivery of go'ods that are the best it is possible to make.
•  Efficient control of supplies, waste, machinery maintenance and 

all other items of cost.
•  Enthusiasm, imagination and effectiveness in all levels of man

agement and production.
The “slight edge,” obviously, doesn’t “just happen,” and having it 

once doesn’t mean you’ll keep it. Ask the company which has lofst three 
of its largest customers in the past four years.
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UNNIVERSARi(^
T h irty -F ive  Y ears

Dollie B. M oore ........................  Kara®'
M attie S. M errim an  ...............  Kara®^

T hirty  Y ears J
S. S. B u rgart ............................  Kara^J
B eulah H. G raham  ........................ToV.
Jesse B. P atterson  ........................  .
Raym ond L. W ade ........................
Roy J. K asten ............................  CaP*,,-̂
Eliza W. Voss ............................  Shee^
Irene C. Tulloch .................... BedsP>^

T w enty-F ive Years
H enry C. D i l l a r d .......................... Fir

Tw enty  Y ears
Lottie R. H ayden .................... Karas%
Carrie O. S h e l to n ...................... Bedspfj.
K athleen C. Edw ards ...............
Christine B. L aprade . .  C en tra l ^  i

F ifteen Y ears J
Irene J. Bailey ........................  BedsP'^ .j
Coy A. Joyce .................................
Lucy M. Shelton ............................
Edith  J. W r a y ...................................."T®
A lbert J . G oard ............................  TO'
J. S tanley  N e ls o n ............................

Ten Y ears J
George C. C urrie  ...............  Bedspi^
Floyd B. S trange ........................
W ilbur D. Cam pbell ....................
J. T hu rm an  Johnson ...............
Cora C. G rubbs ...........  K arastan
Posey G. Jeffries .................... Kara
W illie B. P h i l l i p s ..............K arastan  ",
Harold J. Hale .................................

VERSE"

Thy word is a lamp unto mV ' 
and a light unto my path.
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