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'WORKING PEQOPLE" DOMINATE

ACTIVITIES

Organized Labor Usually Be

OF ELDON, IOWA

sts Business Group in Elec-

tions; Citizens Are Proud of School System.

By BARROW LYONS

(EDITOR’S NOTE—This is one of a series of articles written for
this paper by Barrow Lyons, staff correspondent of Western Newspaper

Union, He has just completed an ex

tended trip through the nation and

in these reports gives his first-hand impressions of what rural America is
thinking as we enter the third year of war and the first weeks of a presi-
dential election year. Any opinions expressed are the writers and not
necessarily those of this newspaper.)

ELDON,
world of organized labor and the
this town of 1,700 people on the

IOWA.—Two worlds meet in this lowa town—the

business world. But labor runs
banks of the Des Moines river

where the Sac and Fox Indians once lived.

Eldon is a railroad town—a
Rock Island and Pacific railway

division point on the Chicago,
where the main line intersects

the Des Moines and Keokuk branch. The railway came there to

get coal. A majority of Eldon p

eople work for the Rock Island.

They are somewhat clannish, very independent and understand

the importance of organization.

As a result they dominate the elec-"
tions. The mayor is a railroader
So are four of the five members of
Jthe city council, three of the five
members of the school board, and
I several of the city officials.

And although Eldon people are
traditionally Republicans, the rail-
roaders are now almost 100 per cent
New Dealers.

Merchants and other business men
of Eldon form the political opposi-
tion. They are known locally as the
County Fair group. The fair has
been discontinued for the duration,
but in peace times it is the third
largest fair in the state, being sur-
passed only by the lowa state fair
and the Clay county fair at Spencer,
said to be the largest county fair
in the world. This great fair seems
to be a compensation for the busi-
ness man’s political eclipse in El-
don.

An examination of this New Deal
town in which the working people
dominate reveals advantages and
disadvantages. There is no hotel,
but a number of the railroad men
take lodgers, where one can get a
room. The fastidious traveler would
not like the accommodations, but
the beds are clean and one can get
a warm bath in the hall bathroom.
And the railroader’s wife who runs
the establishment makes up in
friendliness what her hostelry lacks
in modern decorations and conven-
iences.

There are no modernly fitted out
restaurants. But there are eating
places where one can buy well-pre-
pared food, and plenty of it at mod-
erate prices.

Many of the people who live in
Eldon own their homes—and assess-
ments are low. There is no real
estate tax, except the school tax,
for most of the expenses of govern-
ment are met .from the profit the
city derives from distributing elec-
tric current. From these charges all

One of Eldon’s railroad workers,
Mrs. Freda Penrod, round house
employee.

city indebtedness has been paid off
and the city owns $10,000 in U. S.
treasury bonds.

Over 200 in Service

From This Town

Out of the small population of this
town more than 200 men and women
have joined the armed services. El-
don people are very proud of this
record.

Let J. G. Saurenman, general
roundhouse foreman, tell the advan-
tages of Eldon to working men. Inci-
dentally, he is extremely proud of
the fact that one of his sons is a
major in the army engineer corps,
and the other an ensign in the navy,
i— “Jt's a good town to live in,” he
said. “The people are neighborly,
considerate and very democratic. |
Was sent here 13 months ago by the
railroad to take charge of the round-
house. Right off the bat | was ac-
cepted as a member of the com-
munity and extended all the credit

1 wanted. Now that’'s something.
Eldon is a fine place to bring up my
two little boys where there is such
a good school. I'm paying $16 a
month rent for a modern five-room
house. In Kansas City the same
house would cost me $35 to $40 a
month.

Neighbors Are Ready
To Help Distressed

“Anyone in distress usually is
looked after by the neighbors—we
don’t need charity. For those who
have grief, there is always sympa-
thy. I've seldom seen drunkenness
around here. This is a good' town
for working men. You hear that
wherever you go.”

William H. Sapp, member of the
Switchmen’s Union of North Ameri-
ca, was asked why Eldon remained
New Deal.

“Well, we remember that the
New Deal helped us get out of the
depression and get work,” he ex-
plained. “This , wage deal that’s
coming up now is not against the
government. The men are work-
ing twice as hard as they did be-
fore the war and getting the same
money, and the companies are mak-
ing twice as much.

“I'm registered as a Republican,
but I'm for the New Deal. | don’t
think there’s a railroad man who
likes John L. Lewis as a man, but
they admire his stand because they
know that if the miners are licked,
we’re all sunk. There are quite a
few miners living around here, and
they’re about the poorest paid work
ers there are—and they work hard.
too. You take a mining town and
it has the poorest teachers there
are.”

It is easy to understand why most
of the business men of Eldon are
not very vocal in opposition to the
New Deal. Frank Davis, director
of the First National bank, however,
was willing to voice criticism.

“One thing that we’re blessed
with, brother,” he exclaimed, *is
that we're living in a land where
there’s free speech. There is a great
deal of unrest among the people.
They wonder what’s going on. This
enormous spending—enormous taxa-
tion. There’s a great deal of talk on
how much labor is going to control
the powers that be.

“When | try to look forward, |
kind of look at a high wall. 1 read
a great deal and try to keep posted,
but | can’t see where we’re headed.

“All power to Mr. Roosevelt for
the good things he’s done. We've
seen them in' this town. But there’s
such a thing as a man becoming
drunk with power.”

Eldon remembers the cprse of un-
employment more-bitterly than most
small towns. Many of its young
men were gathered into the local
National Youth administration proj-
ect, and it was the grief of the Eldon
people that these boys were con-
tented to make the NYA their way
of life—to hope for nothing better.

But it is their pride to have seen
these boys make splendid fighters in
the armed forces. Several already
have given their lives.

As Eldon, lowa, Views It..,

There are quite a few coal miners
who work in the strip coal mines
around Eldon, but not nearly as
many as used to live there before
the mines at Laddsdale across the
river caught fire and caused such
great loss about 30 years ago.

Those were the days, however,
when Eldon flourished commercial-
ly. There were more people then to
patronize the business establish-

ments. Across the tracks there was
a settlement which no longer exists
—a wide open town with its saloons
and dives, and two hotels. As this
block deteriorated, and the build-
ings were vacated, they were de-
molished, and this rowdy block is
now only a memory. “There’s very
little moral turpitude in Eldon now,”
one old railroader remarked, and he
meant it.

Buy War Bonds Today! Buy War Bonds Today!
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Red Cross Counter
Serves 650,000 In Month

AT MEDITERRANEAN HEAD-
QUARTERS—If you operated a lun-
cheon counter and served 650,000 per-
sons in a month, you'd feel you were
doin’g a pretty fair business, wouldn't
you?

Anyway, that’s roughly the number
of service men served at canteens and
snack bars of American Red Cross
clubs in just one region of the Medi-
terranean w'ar theater during one
month. And on a below cost basis, of
course.

This is but one, though a chief, ac-
tivity of the area’s Red Cross clubs,
as revealed in a recent statistical re-
port from the region.

Do you operate a small motion pic-
ture chain? Well, how would a
monthly attendance of 364,941 look to
you? That is the approximate num-
ber of servicemen seeing Red Cross
movies in this one region in a month.

Are you a librarian, worried about
the public’s disinclination to seek the
solace of books? The total of 149,482
men using Red Cross reading facili-
ties might cheer you up. None of the
reading required, either.

Have you ever been a tournament
manager? If so, you'll know that the
37,500 men participating in various
Red Cross tournaments, ranging
from table tennis to bridge, kept
somebody busy.

All this goes to show why a region-
al Red Cross club staff doesn’t do
much thumb-twiddling.

Various other facilities are offered
the servicemen in greater or lesser
degrees. There are such examples as
swimming, games, music, dances (25,-
950 attendance), boxing, swing bands,
language lessons, variety shows,
church services, song fests, current
events discussions, and, even art les-
sons. That is a sample of Red Cross
service in one region of this one war
theatre. It can be multiplied many
times, the world over.

KEEP ON =~~~

WITH WAR BONDS

FOR YOIIR

Suppli

Henry & Nordan

A COMPLETE LINE OF GARDEN SEED, SEED OATS, SEED
POTATOES, AVERY AND LYNCHBURG PLOWS, PLOW CAST-
INGS, HAY, HOG FEEDS, DAIRY FEED, CHICKEN FEEDS, COT-
TON SEED HULLS, FLOUR, MEAT, LARD, HEAVY AND FANCY
GROCERIES. HARDWARE, UGH T BULBS, FERTILIZER, ETC.

MAKE OUR STORE YOUR HEADQUARTERS WHILE IN
TOWN.
Henry & B”ordan
B. A. HENRY W. A. NORDAN T. C. HENRY

SELMA, N. G.

Red Cross War Fund Drive March 1 - 31

Altogether, Folks!

Let’s Put Johnston
County and Selma
Over The Top

Our county”s quota is $19,500 and of this amount Selma is asked to contribute

$2,700, as compared with $1,600 in 1943. This means but one thing-we have

got to dig and then dig some more. A gift to the Red Cross is an investment in

humanity. We know of no finer investment. Give and give gladly.

You've given your sons—You've given your blood

You've bought your bonds-Now Finish the Good Job!

... dig down and give more than ever before

to keep YOUR Red Cross by HIS Side

THIS SPACE CONTRIBUTED BY

Floyd C. Price & Sons

SELMA, N. €.

THE REN CROSS

IS AT HIS SIDE AND
THE RED CROSS IS 197



