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realize. To quote Dr. Ferderick  ChristhHnis
once again, “In the last 15 years, ;nusthjfjetf wg Clh'l,l]'/\ i
the states have made significant or their faftber le “iay

advances in their ability to meet
a eS O re e O ee the old and new problems whicji
confront them. ... No one can be  Most*people have some
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complacent in view of the prob- religion. At least
lems now confronting the states church they are.

Miancial Obligations than US gemmmsaie: o o .

of the continuing and irre-
pressible controversies of the times
has' to tfo with federal grants and
other forms of financial aid to the
states. These have grown enorm-
ously in ttie past generation, and
are justified on the grounds that
only the federal government is
competent to meet all or most of
public needs covering an extreme-
ly diverse range of activities—
highways, education, slum clear-
ance, and so on.

That view, however, is disputed
by Dr. William L. Frederick, East
ern Regional Director of the Coun-
cil of State Governments. One pub-
lication has published his find-
ings, in the form of a condensa-
tion of articles which originally ap
peared in Internal Affairs.

Dr. Frederick writes: “New de-
velopments in state government
have strengthened the ability of
the states to help in providing the
.services which the American peo-
ple require from their government.
Twenty-five years ago It was wide-
ly believed that the states simply
could not meet 1"e needs of the
time or of the future, and it was
forecast that their importance as:
governmental units would diminish
steadily. Today the climate is
quite different.”

Whether the ‘public at large re
alizes that the climate has so great
ly changed is, of course, another
story, ~t Dr. Frederick backs up:i
his basic theSis with,some impres
sive aitides and statements. Fori
instance, .etate revenues have more
than doubled since 1948, and state
expemHtures have increased stQI
more—tfrom $9.S billion in 1948 to!:
$26 bllliomin, 19S9. Heavier spend-!;
Ing has ifeen for educaMon ahdj
highways, followed by pul”™ wel-

jfare and health spending. »

In hisjwords, “In such areas as
elementaiy and secondary ediica-;
tion, higher education, mental
health and the conservation and!
development of water resources,
.state programs are taking new di-
rection and assuming larger dimen-
sions.”

Dr. Frederick devotes considera-
ble space to changes for the better
which have taken place in the or-
ganization of state government in
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considerable range of categories. branch is to be equipped to ment will continue to go forward.
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