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Probahly the first important 
thing every salesman learns is the 
ancient adage that it doesn’t pay 
to knock your competitor and his 
product.

Apparently the wizards on New 
V Yoric’s Mad^n Avenue who cook 

up television commercials don’t 
subscribe to this longihonored 
toth. And that goes double for 
'the makers who are behaving) Uke 
spoiled children as they fashion 
ads for various headache remedies.

We sincerely hope that most 
New Bemians—or all of them-— 
can see through this hokum, _Ehren 
if you aren’t suffering from a 
headachei the disvaraging remarks 
n^de^ to knock competing pain 

^ killers are a paiiv in the neck.
Not content with proclaiming 

the effectiveness of their own pro
duct, the bankers denounce other 
remedies by name. Apd while 
we’re on the subject, we’re pretty 
well fed up with those idiotic 
demonstrations. 'That goes not 
only for the headache routines, 
but ghastly nose-spray demonstra
tions and those ridiculous clean
ing deals.

Cigarette manufacturers are be
having in like manner, apparently 
on the assumption that the public 
is composed of millions of utterly 

‘ stupid people. Each cigarette has 
; its own remarkable qualities, and 

* it is made quite clear that other 
%ands are tasteless, or harmful.

If we’re to believe the televimon 
commercials, this or that filter is 
the only satistfi

This n^artJve;iil
'Sv SertddsJy, wo^d scare ^dmokers 

away froni^ii# jUid all cigarettes.
Especially iwe the spiels

peddled by mahufactureres who 
tuim out all three types of fags 
the filters, non-filters and the men
tholated. 'They actually knock their 
own products, not by name of 
course ,while singing the praises of 
one specific type.

Alternately, you are told that a 
cigarette doesn’t taste like a ciga
rette if it has a filter; a cigarette 
without a fUter of a certain type 
is your only salvation; cigarettes, 
with or without filters, just wdn’t 
do unless they are cooled with 

: marvelous menthol.
Scare advertising, not only on 

television but on radio, in maga
zines and in newspapers, is noth
ing new. Pink toothbrush, thanks 
to. the omnious warning of an 

^ enterprising toothpaste maker, be
came a national byword years ago. 
And the reminder that “you rare
ly ever know it, and your closest 
i^elid won’t tell you’’ was enough 
to reap millions in profits for a 
mouth-wash manufacturer.
. If New Bern televiewers, besieg
ed by commercials that insult their 
.intelligence, are getting the notion 
that the plugs are increasing in 
length and number, the assump 
tion is right,

We are told that in 1948 the 
television networks allowed 15 sec
onds for station breaks — time for 
spot announcements on local sta
tions. In 1951 the allowance be 
came 20 seconds, in 1956 it was 
increased to 30 seconds, and now 
it is said that two of the major 
networks plan to expend this com
mercial gap to 40 and 42 seconds 
respectfully.

In the early days of televisioh, 
double spotting — or running two 
or more commercials consecutively 
— was unthinkable. Now you get 
a string of commercials, and with 
station breaks due to lengthen 
further, there’ll be additional mo
notony. ./

Television is a great medium 
for entertainment, education, and 
itimely enlightment about news as 
it is oociiring at home and around 
the world. ’The Mirror heartily 
agrees it fills a place that neither
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