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Any New Bern oldster who 
believes that the music pre
ferred by teenagers Is exclu
sively rock'n roll, or one of 
its blatant variations, hasn’t 
kept up with the times.

Youngsters in this town on 
the Neuse and Trent, along with 
their counterparts elsewhere 
in America, are going for 
genuine folk music in a big 
way. Not the synthetic stuff, 
mind you, but the real McCoy.

They’re purchasing top- 
quality stereo albums with the 
bulk of the dollars they can earn 
of talk their parents out of. 
The recordings of Peter, Paul, 
and Mary are a must, for 
example, and other bonafide 
artists in the folk field are in 
heavy demand too.

A notable development of the 
surging tide has been the hatch
ing, here in New Bern, of a 
suprisingly good pair of folk 
singers. David Whltty and 
Tommy Lewls--the former a 
rising High school junior and 
the latter a sophomore—per
form more like professionals 
than the unseasoned amateurs 
they are at this point..

As a fellow musician would 
say, they’ve got the “feel” 
of the folk songs they sing. 
Instead of making their pitch to 
an audience in a flippant or 
s.mart alecky manner, they have 
Injected—either intentionally 
or accidentally--a mood ofsin- 
cerity and dignity that is as 
pleasing as it is convincing.

On occasion, they stray 
momentarily from this ap
proach to do a jumorous number 
like “The Man WhoNever Came 
Back.” Although listeners react 
favorable to the lighter materi
al, it is our opinion that David 
and Tommy should use it spar
ingly. They’re at their best in 
the realm ofserious folk music.

Incidentally, folk music will 
resound in the hills of its home 
during a five-day span starting 
June 25, When the first Amer
ican Folk Festival is held in 
Asheville. The festival will pre
sent nationally recognized folk 
artists, new talent, and the 
finest of the singers and instru
mentalists who still live and 
perform in the mountains to 
which their music is indigenous.

Long beofre folk music 
reached its current crest of 
popularity throughout the United 
States, it flourished in North 
Carolina’s Blue Ridge and Great 
Smoky Mountains, with Ashe
ville as its unofficial capital. 
This region where Elizabethan 
ballards and rollicking folk 
dance tunes are a legacy from 
pioneer days is credited with 
much of the inspiration for the 
national revival of folk music.

James Morris of Greensboro 
is producer and director of 
the Festival. On the board of 
of advisors are Carl Sandburg, 
Paul Green, Alan Lomax, Pete 
Seeger, John Jacob Niles, Harry 
Golden, and Bascom Lamar 
Lunsford. Seeger and Niles are 
included among the Festival's 
stars, along with Doc Watson 
and family, Horton Barker, 
Bessie Jones and the Sea 
Island Singers, Sonny Terry, 
Ed Young, Jean Ritchie, Hobart 
Smith, Forrest Covington and 
Frank Warner.

North Carolina’s mountain 
region has produced noted 
artists in the field and has 
been a treasury of authentie 
material for collectors. Ashe
ville has for many years 
featured folk music at such
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THEY’RE HOME GROWN—David Whitty and Tommy 
Lewis (see Looking Glass column) drew heavy applause 
for their folk songs at the Heritage Day Awards Ban
quet. Don’t adjust your set, the light spot seen in the 
picture is the camera’s flash bulb reflected in the Mir

ror behind them. The bouncing light was appropriate, 
in view of their brilliant performance for the gathering 
of New Bern civic leaders and distinguished out of 
towners.—Photo by Wray Studio.

RATHER UNEXPECTED—Mrs. R. C, Wagner and her 
two youngsters, of Miami Beach, had their vacation 
plans abruptly changed last weekend. Tourists picked 
at random too attend New Bern’s first Heritage Day 
Awards Banquet at the Governor Tryon, they were

just getting over their surprise when this picture was 
made. In addition to an enjoyable evening as special 
guests, they acquired new friends, and a Hunnicutt 
ham as their parting gift.—Photo by Wray Studio.


