
Friday, September 1, 1972 THE NEW BERN MIRROR, NEW BERN, N. C. Page Seven'

My concerns about the in
terim agreement on the 
limitation of strategic offensive 
weapons and my support of a 
policy to place the United States 
at least on a parity with the 
Soviet Union in respect to our 
deterrent have been stated in a 
previous column.

Since there are many 
misconceptions about our 
military posture and the need to 
modernize our weapons 
systems, I think this matter 
bears futher discussion. It is 
evident that we have come to a 
cross-roads in our defense 
policy. Either we will take the 
necessary steps to insure the 
survivability of our country or 
we shall have to endure black
mail at the convenience of other 
powers or even worse.

Many today voice sentiments 
which seem to evidence more 
faith in Russia than in our own 
government. With respect to

defense they cite old arguments 
which one would have thought 
were entirely discredited on 
December 7, 1941. They tell us 
anew that we have some 
mythical superiority arising out 
of geography and our bases and 
that these will protect us from 
nuclear attack. They say that 
we need fear no nation b^ause 
we have an abundance of 
weapons. They advise that we 
have more important concerns 
than defense and besides there 
is the prospect that money will 
be wasted for any new weapons 
system.

They place less emphasis on 
the solenm obligation resting on 
the Congress to act, in a sense, 
as watchmen on the ramparts. 
To a degree they bury their 
heads in the sands like the 
ostrich hoping our security will 
never be challenged. The sad 
fact is that we still live in a 
perilous world and anyone who

ignores that turth will 
ultimately pay the price.

I feel very deeply about this 
matter. Our lives, our fortunes, 
our freedoms are involved in 
the decisions we make on this 
issue. The fact is that the only 
purpose which this country has 
in maintaining a strong d^ense 
posture is to insure that the free 
world can survive.

It is strange but there is a 
school of thought that evidences 
faith that Russia always has 
good intentions. Once it was 
argued when we had a vast 
nuclear superiority that we 
could promote peace by giving 
that country nuclear parity. It is 
significant that Russia only 
agreed to an arms limitation 
when the agreement allowed it 
a superiority in numbers of 
submarines and . in
tercontinental ballistic 
missiles. Now it is urged by 
some Senators that we ou^t not 
be concerned about that and we 
ought not declare it to be the 
policy of the nation to insure 
that any permanent arms 
limitation give the United 
States equality in these 
categories.

All this leads me to say that 
we had better not ignore the 
lessons of history. At the height 
of the Cuban missUe crisis when

the Soviet Union had managed 
to nlace missiles in Cuba, we 
had a wide advantage of about 7 
to 1 in terms of missiles and 
bombers. -Despite that ad
vantage, the Russians took the 
risk. It was only due to the 
courageous action of Ifresident 
Kennedy backed by the 
American people that we were 
able to win in that showdown. 
With the advantage reduced, it 
does not require much

imagination to understand that 
the risk of future confrontations 
with the Russians is now 
greater.

The stakes are immense; 
they are no less than the destiny 
of this country. I for one am 
unwilling to Jeopardize the 
future of every American by 
laboring under false delusions.
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The Bank of New Bern
New Car Loan Rates

Number of Installments 36 36 36
Amount of Loan $2,000.00 $2,500.00 $3,000.00
BNB Annual Percentage Rate 8.9 8.9 8.9
Finance Charge $286.00 $357.68 $429.00
Monthly Payment $63.50 $79.38 $9525
Total of All Payments $2,286.00 $2,857.68 $3,429.00

Compare.
We Have Nothing To Hide.
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Number of Installments 36 36 36
Amount of Loan $2,000.00 $2,500.00 $3,000.00
Annual Percentage Rate 8.9 8.9 8.9
Finance Charge $286.00 $357.68 $429.00
AAonthly Payment $63.50 $79.38 $95.25
Total of All Payments $2,286.00 $2,857.68 $3,429.00
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