
Lumbee: Possibly Roanoke
descendants

by Steven A. Hickle
Dial, Adolph L., and 
Eliades, David K. The Only 
Land I Know: A History of 
the Lumbee Indians: The 
Indian Historian Press, San 
Francisco, 1975. 188 pp.

In July of this year I was 
privileged to attend the 
annual meeting of the 
Southeastern Jurisdictional

Historical Society of the 
United Methodist Church, 
held at Methodist College 
in Fayetteville. The high
light of the session was a 
trip to Prospect United 
Methodist Church in Robe
son County, the heart of 
the Lumbee Indian country. 
Prospect is the largest 
Native American congrega-
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It’s the soil testing probe. The start of maximum 
profits from your fertilizer program.

Now is the best time to get soil samples. We 
are ready to help you get them and have them 
tested. We can examine the lab analysis together, 
and arrive at a fertilization program tlut meets 
your crop goals.

That way, you won’t waste money by applying 
too much fertilizer; or rob your yield potential by 
applying too little.

Fertilizer is the single hipest contributor to 
crop profits. Soil testing is the most important factor 
in profitable fertilizer programs.

Come in and see us. Or call today for a soil test.
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tion in the United States. 
While visiting the church, 
the society was addressed 
by Professor Adolph L. 
Dial of Pembroke State 
University.

Professor Dial is a 
Lumbee and with David K. 
Eliades has coauthored ’The 
Only Land I Know: A 
History of the Lumbee 
Indians. They present a 
thorough account of the 
Lumbee “story”, from their 
origins to the present day. 
The history is based on oral 
history, some documenta
tion and logical supposition. 
Of importance to history 
minded North Carolinians is 
who Dial and Eliades say 
the Lumbee are:

“When Scottish immi
grants began to settle the 
upper reaches of N.C.’s 
Cape Fear Valley in the
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Fires in homes kill some 12,000 
Americans a year. Mostiy at 
night. Most who die are 
children.

Thousands of these lives 
could have been saved if 
only the people had 
awakened in time.

That’s what the new, 
early-warning Kwikset 911 
Fire Alarm can do. It detects a fire at 
its earliest stages before it can 
become an inferno, then sends out a 
loud alarm.

The battery-operated Kwikset 
911 Fire Alarm is easy to 
install and it could be the cheapest
life insurance you’ll ever buy.

Kwikset 911 Fire Alarm
THE EARLY WARNING SMOKE & FIRE DETECTOR

Askew’s Hardware and 
Building Supply, Inc.
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I Kristie Russell, Little Miss United Way of Craven County, meets Governor Jim nuni 
I [right] and Roy Parker, President of the United Way of North Carolina. Kristie wa^|| 
accompanied by her mother, Mrs. Alan Russell and her aunt, Mrs. Roger Russell. Mr^F 
L. Douglas Davis, Craven County United Way Chairman, Mr. & Mrs. George Dimick
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early 1730’s they were 
amazed to find a group of 
English speaking people 
already living near the 
Lumbee River. They were 
Indian people, without a 
doubt, but they lived in 
simple, European style 
houses and farmed in a 
European way.”

Tradition and folktale 
link those people with the 
“Lost Colony” of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, but there is deeper 
evidence for connecting 
them. One link is names: 
among the ninety-five dif
ferent surnames of the 
Roanoke Island settlers, 
forty-one were found 
among the Lumbee. The 
traditions of each of those 
families was noted in the 
late- ISOO’^a to point to 
Roanoke Island as the home 
of their ancestors. One 
must bear in mind the lack 
of a better reason why the

Lumbee Indians have Eng
lish names, as early as the 
1730’s.

Add to this the geogra
phic isolation of the area 
and the survival of Shakes
pearean English into the 
1950’s and the connection is 
well made.

Perhaps the drama of 
Manteo, repeated for thou- 

Easy Dessert
For an easy dessert, com

bine orange half-cartwheels 
with sliced bananas. Use the 
extra juice to keep the 
bananas bright.

sands each summer, needs 
another scene, deep in 
Robeson County, among the 
Lumbee^

Dial’s and Eliades’ book 
is available from Pembroke 
State University or from 
The Indian Historian Press, 
1451 Masonic Ave., San 
Francisco, Calif. 94117.

Young Country 
According to recent pop

ulation studies, half of the 
population of Mexico is 
reported to be below the age 
of 17.

Important Waterway 
The St. Lawrence and 

Great Lakes Waterway, the 
largest inland navigation 
system on the continent, ex
tends from the Atlantic 
Ocean to Duluth, Minn, at 
the western end of Lake 
Superior — a distance of ap
proximately 2,350 miles.

The answer to last 
week’s question: “Which 
brand of American cigar
ette introduced the “flip- 
top” box in 1964 is Marl
boro.

lights office anytime 
Friday, September 15 from 
8 a.m. til 3 p.m.).

Congratulations to last 
week’s winners:

Mrs. Linda Lee 
Mr. William Logan Donnel

(Everyone who answered 
correctly this week was a 
winnerl Winners may pick 
up their prize in the High-

THIS WEEK’S
QUESTION: What is the 
name of the bridge crossing 
the Neuse River connecting 
Bridgeton and New Bern?

re-(Answers must be 
iceived in the Highlights 
office no later than Friday, 
September 16 at 12 noon.)
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G.E. Washer
Special Price!

Jeans
10% Off

Converse Tennis Shoes 
10% off
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