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Students Legal Rights Are 
Clarified by Statement

the new CSM.
ZIP; Is the CSM still the BSU in 
some extent? And what do you 
think of the CSM?
LONG: Well, first of all, I think I’ve 
got both praises and criticisms of it. 
I think CSM is a definite step in the 
right direction, whether to say it’s 
a change in name or a change in 
emphasis—whatever it turns out. It 
really is a step in the right direction'. 
So far as it is trying to move away 
from denominational separations and 
experiment someway to find a work
able co-operative new form of min
istry to this campus. Now In so 
far as it is new, it is moving out into 
new territory it has never explored 
before. I guess it’s bound to carry 
a whole lot of baggage with it, it’s 
kind of slow to break out of the form 
with which we have become familiar. 
So I do think it is a step in the right 
direction. But again, from my per
spective, I think it by no means has 
gone far enough into becoming 
ecumenical. I think at least at this 
point, and I’ve said this to those that 
are the leaders of the group, and 
this is no secret that these are my 
feelings. It is not an ecumenical 
group at this point. I think it is try
ing hard to become one and making 
some mistakes along the way and 
learning from those mistakes so 
that it is falling back and continuing 
to readjust. For instance; the basic 
idea as I understood it, and what 
we had undertaken to do when last 
year I disbanded the Methodist Stu
dent Movement was that a new or
ganization would be created and 
formed and in the creation of it, all 
those who had been a part of the 
various denominational groups would 
be brought together. We would to
gether talk about the nature of this 
organization, the election of what
ever offices or leadership that we 
needed. And out of this ecumenical 
gathering would have come this new 
organization, the CSM. Well, In fact, 
that’s not the way it happened. The 
way CSM was created, as according 
to the information I’ve been given 
by those that are the leadership 
there, that It took place wholly with
in , the context of last year’s BSU. 
The BSU gathered itself and decided 
that It needed a more ecumenical 
flavor to it. Solely within the con
text of the BSU, renaming took place 
and election of officers and some 
prior definition of what the nature 
of the organization would be. Well,

EDITORS’ NOTE: The following Is 
a statement Issued Feb. 2 by Bill 
Early, SGA President, concerning 
student legal rights.

In a recent meeting of the Judicial 
Council of the SGA, the question of 
when a student had to be informed 
of his legal rights during an investi
gation was brought up and discus
sed. As you may recall, this was a 
very important issue in a recent 
court case that left the court in a 
difficult situation. Since student free
dom presupposes acceptance of the 
Student Government procedure for 
dealing with a breach of that trust, 
and since a student’s rights are an 
integral part of the procedure, the 
Judicial Committee ooncluded that 
each student should exercise the re
sponsibility of informing himself of 
his rights.

Therefore, I would like to inform 
you that should you commit any vio
lation that you will be informed of 
your legal rights by the Student At
torney General prior to any disous- 
sion he may have with you. Any

I think that that was wrong. I don’t 
mean wrong sinfully but mistaken. 
It was done in good faith and not 
to consciously exclude. It was just 
new and folks did not really know 
how to go about it. I wish I had 
been consulted at that time for I 
would have liked to have given my 
opinions of how to go about it. Be
cause I think it was done wrong. 
ZIP: You mean you were never con
sulted about the change and mean
ing of CSM?
LONG: That’s right. I did not know 
the first thing about Encounter “71”, 
which is the first effort of some type 
of a religious happening on campus. 
Nor did I know anything about the 
nature of CSM until time for fresh
man orientation last semester, when 
I was then given information about 
what indeed had been planned and 
created. So at it’s creative level, 
where the thing was given life and 
started, it was not done on the 
ecumenical claim, at least in terms 
of representatives from what had 
been active denominational groups 
on campus prior to that time. But 
now the leadership is trying to drop 
back and regroup from an ecumeni
cal perspective. It is hard to do 
now for we found this out last se
mester during the first of the school 
registration. I had given the word 
to those students who had previous
ly been in MSM to go through the 
registration line and make sure they 
signed their names on the list to join 
the CSM. So when they did they 
were getting such remarks from 
those who were handling the list— 
’’Aren’t you in MSM?”, as though 
some of the kids at the desk had 
not yet grasped what CSM was all 
about. They were still questioning 
those who were of MSM as though 
this was not their group. So In this 
conception there was not a whole 
lot of clarity in all of our minds be
cause some were thinking of it as 
one type of organization and others 
were thinking of it as a different 
type.
ZIP: What do you think of the En
counter 71-72? Do you feel the pur
pose is valid?
LONG: I think the purpose of En
counter is all wrong. The purpose 
reads; “Encounter 72, represents an 
effort by Mars Hill College students 
to confront the campus with Jesus 
Christ. Outstanding Christian con
cert groups, films and speakers of
fer guidance to individual religious 
search.” Well, I think the bit about 
confronting is wrong and those you 
call the Jesus Freaks I call the God

other person that you talk with prior 
to this time will not have the respon
sibility of informing you of your 
rights.

I have taken the liberty to present 
these student rights to you in hopes 
that you will read these and that this 
question will not come up again. 
Not only will these be given to you 
now, but next year we will publish' 
them next to the code of conduct so 
that everyone will be sure to read 
them. If you have any questions as 
to this procedure, please come by 
my office.

Rights of Students
A. Right to be presumed innocent 

until proven guilty
B. Right to refuse to respond to 

questions that would tend to be 
self-incriminating

C. Right to a speedy trial
D. Right to an assigned counsel or 

' a counsel of his choosing from
among those students under the 
jurisdiction of the Student Court 
hearing the case

E. Right to summons material and

Squad. You don’t go up to some
one and tell him that God’s the only 
way and start preaching hell-fire 
and damnation. When a person 
knows he’s getting preached at he’ll 
turn you off real quick. 1 think a 
perfect example of this was when I 
was in New York just recently. While 
walking down the street there was 
a preacher on the corner confront
ing everybody that walked by if they 
had accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their savior, at the top of his 
lungs with his finger high in the air 
telling them they better hurry, for 
God would get them. So as I walked 
on further down a group of Jesus 
People were telling a drunk man

character witnesses from the 
college and community. (Mater
ial witnesses are those posses
sing direct knowledge of the case 
under the consideration or those 
having technical or expert In
formation relevant to the case.)

F. Right to a separate trial upon 
request

G. Right to face the accuser
H. Right to question any material 

witnesses or evidence
I. Right to plead innocent without 

fear of being tried for lying In re
lation to that plea if proven 
quilty. (This does not disallow 
being tried for lying if the defend
ant lies in order to support a 
plea.)

J. Right to be free from retrial for 
the same offense after acquital

K. Right of subsequent appeal as 
enumerated in Section 6, Mars 
Hill College, Student Government 
Association Constitution

L. Right to waive any of the above 
rights provided that he does so of 
his own free will and In writing.

that was lying in the gutter that he 
was beautiful and that God loved 
him very much, and then they left. 
They didn’t point tne finger and 
didn’t shout to the top of their lungs, 
they said their say and left. To me 
this man would respect them and 
would remember more from them 
than from the other preacher. 
Another thing I thought was wrong 
with Encounter was that they had 
too many preachers and Billy Gra
ham movies. I think this Encdunter 
will be better and I don’t think I 
should be on there, so when I have 
to talk it will not be on religion! But 
to me the CSM is really just another 
club at Mars Hill College.
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