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editorials

My first and still pertaining reaction to THE UNDI IRGROUND
is one of astonishment. | suppose an overwhelming prejudice of
mine, corresponding with that of THE UNDERGROUND staff, is
the complacent attitude | believe many students of M.H.C. hold.
As a result of my preconception | was surprised someone had e-
nough gumption to get the UNDERGROUND underway.

| like the idea of it. | was recently talking to Brad Tilley, presi-
dent of S.G.A. and Richard Heaton, vice-president, and they re-
acted positively also, although Brad did comment on the poor
structure, spelling, and grammar of the paper. Other reactions |
have noted stem around amusement (Maybe this amusement is a
“cover-up” for a bullseye.J.

As | stated, | do like the concept of the UNDERGROUND, but |
also personally resent its implications. | am a student of Mars Hill
College. Therefore, according to the underground paper, | am
“easily pacified by the administration’s explanations (of what?)
and infantile programs provided for my personal development.”
| feel this throws me in the middle of a herd of sheep. We all merrily
follow the administration to school each day. Mary’s little lamb I'm
NOT! If something upsets me, | will not be soothed with an unfair
pacifier from the administration. As for my participation in “in-
fantile programs”, | would like specific examples of these. Do they
refer to campus dances, football games. Fall Follies, etc.? Some of
the participants in these events might act immaturly, but | would
not call the events infantile themselves.

| am, in a way, pleading for my individual innocences to the UN-
DERGROUND innuendos. | would like to broaden this to include the
majority of Mars Hill College students.

| often read books written on and during the turbulent sixties.
| sometimes wish | had a cause to protest, be it racial injustments,
the Viet-Nam war, the draft, drugs, whatever. But the days of
Berkeley protests and riots are over with. Maybe the UNDER-
GROUND staff does not realize this. Is content a crime? | don't
know about the rest of the college students, but if | had a unjust
reasonable cause, nation-wide or in the school, to act upon, | would.

| look forward to future UNDERGROUND papers. The first
one promised in the opening paragraph to “present thought pro-
voking information and views of issues that are essential for a
productive campus life and intellectual growth.” Maybe the next

issue will follow through.
By Sara LeFever

What is Mars Hill College? It is a Christian institution. What is
Christian? Having the qualities taught by Jesus, as love, kindness,
etc. (Websters).

What is Christianity to Mars Hill College? It is someone/some-
thing to whom/which a plethora of asinine rules and regulations are
attributed, and nothing more. | can take no more of it.

What is God? Love, mercy, judgement, salvation, retribution,
and more. What is man’s relation to God? It is man’s choice to
either follow the commandments of God and achieve salvation,
or engage in the ways of sin and incur retribution at the hand of God.
Righteousness can neither be legislated, nor enforced beyond the
will of God.

Laws for the protection of the public good and promotion of
order have been effected by the state. Such is the right and domain
of the state. From where does Mars Hill College receive its authority
to legislate and interpret the will of God? Southern Baptists will
not generally acknowledge the Pope as sovereign ambassador to
God, much less the general clergy. So Who Has the Authority
to Designate what is Moral and What is Not, beyond the boundaries
of the Bible? The Southern Baptist Convention? That representative
body of perhaps the most infamous group of hypocrites in the en-
tire nation? | can take no more of it.

It is the duty of the state to judge and punish those who violate
the laws of the state. It should be the duty of Mars Hill College, as
a Christian institution, to promote understanding of, and adherence
to the laws of God as prescribed by the Bible, with love and kind-
ness and mercy.

I could not say this if | did not love and care for this place and its
people so deeply. But | can take no more of it. It would be better to
inhabit a ﬁlace, which makes no pretense of caring, than Mars Hill,
which makes such a pretense of caring.

Dear Editor,

The job of an editor is complex
and demanding. It requires a
number of personal and diplo-

til sKills that are beyond the
ken of most. One must entice
folks to write, call them off the
streets to contribute to the paper.
At the same time that editor has
to be an incredible bastard or
shrew, depending on the gender,
asking folks whose work is am-
biguous or does not measure up
syntactically to rewrite the pieces
they submit. The last four issues
of the Hilltop indicate you have
done the former better than the
latter.

Dwayne Davis' lead editorial
in the last issue is a case in point.
Regulation and concern for off-
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